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King arrives in Washington 

WASHINGTON (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein 
arrived here on Tuesday and is expected to meet with 
U.S. Secretary of Slate Madeleine Albright to discuss 
bilateral relations and issues of common concern, par- 
ticularly the peace process in the Middle East. King 
Hussein will also meet on Thursday with U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and other senior U.S. officials. King 
Hussein will review with President Clinton the scope 
of cooperation between Jordan and (he United States 
as well as other issues. of common concern. A State 
Department spokesman described the King's visit to 
Washington as important and said that it will give the 
U.S. administration the opportunity to exchange 
views with the Monarch on the Mideast peace 
process. 
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U.K. to provide more 
humanitarian aid for Iraq 

LONDON (AFP) — Britain is to provide $11.2 mil- 
lion in aid to Iraq for humanitarian purposes, an inter- 
national development ministry statement said Tues- 
day. The aid will be distributed through the United 
Nations to non-governmental organisations in Iraq, 
notably for food and medical supplies for children. 
The aid is in addition to $4.8 million, already allocat- 
ed. “The people of Iraq have suffered too much. Sad- 
dam Hussein manipulates the suffering of his people 
and uses it for propaganda. But we must do all we can 
to relieve their suffering,” said British Development 
Minister Clare Short. British Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook called for a world conference ro study ways of 
providing humanitarian aid to Iraq following a meet- 
ing in Amman with Crown Prince Hass an. 
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In a gesture against Israel’s settlement policies 

Cook meets Palestinians 


at Jabal Abu Ghneim site 

Netanyahu reacts by cancelling dinner, 
photo session and joint press conference 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cock sparked a diplo- 
matic incident with Israel and 
was nearly mobbed by Jewish 
radicals when he met with 
Palestinians Tuesday at a con- 
troversial new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east Jerusalem. 

Prime Minister Benyanrin 
Netanyahu cancelled a 
planned dinner with Ml Cook 
as weD as the customary photo 
session or joint news confer- 
ence to show his anger over 
what he saw as a challenge to 
Israel's claim of sovereignty 
over Arab east Jerusalem. 

Israel said Ml Cook reneged 
on an agreement to go only 
with Israeli officials to he site 
of the planned 6,500-umt set- 
tlement project far Jews on a 
hilltop in — southeastern 
Jerusalem called JabaT^Abu 
Ghneim, known as HarHoma 
to Jews. 

Ml Cook said he had agreed 
not to be briefed by Palestinian, 
officials at the site but made no 
promise to shun Palestinians 
during his visit to the site. 

Ml Cook, whose one-day 
visit began with talks in Gaza 
City with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat said he visited 
Jabal Abu Ghneim to under- 
score EU disapproval of 
Israel’s policy of expanding 
Jewish settlements oo disputed 
land. 

He first met with Israeli offi- 
cials ar Jabal Abu Gfanenn and 


heard that defence of the 
housing project 

In pouring rain he then went 
to an army checkpoint next to 
die site which marks the 
boundary between Arab east 
Jerusalem and Palestinian- 
ruled on the West Bank to 

meet a delegation of Palestini- 
ans led by Salah Taraari, a 
member of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council 

That enrm inter was cut off 
after a handshake and a few 
words when a group of radical 
Jewish protesters shouting 
‘’Cook Go Home” and a 
crowd of journalists pressed in 
on Ml Cook's party, leading 
Israeli police to urge the visi- 
ters to leave. 

Israel saw Ml Cook’s even 
brief meeting with Palestinians 
as an unacceptable affront to 
hs sovereignty over Arab east 
JmisaJaA . Ydljch was occu- 
pied in 1967 mid then illegally 
annexed as part of die Jewish 
stale's capital. 

Eitan Ben-Tsur, director 
general of Israel's foreign min- 
istry, charged that Ml Cook 
“vkdaled ah the prior agree- 
ments on the organisation of 
his visa.” 

But after meeting with Ml 
N etanyahu for over an hour. 
Me Cook rejected the protesL 

‘T have scrupulously carried 
out what was agreed between 
us,” he said, explaining that he 
had altered his itinerary sever- 
al times in response to Israeli 
objections and bad met with 
Israeli officials at Jabal Abu 



British Foreign Minister Robin Cook, holding his own ririibrella in pouring 
rain, listens as Palestinian parliamentarian Colonel Salah Tamari makes a point 
Tuesday. Mr. Cook was touring the new Israeli settlement site at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim, under construction for one-year in Arab east Jerusalem (Reuters 
photo) 


Ghneim as requested. 

‘They wanted a briefing [by 
Israelis] at the site, and we had 
the briefing at the ate he said. 

T don't recognise a crisis 
here” between the two govern- 
ments, Mr. Cook told a news 


month by British Prime Minis- 
ter Tony Blair 

Ml Cock went on to say Mr. 
Netanyahu “would have been 
wise to accept that the interna- 
tional community has a partic- 
ular concern far settlement 


there bad been “some misun- 
derstandings with Cook. I was 
surprised by his visit to Har 
Hama.” “We cannot accept 
public pressure or the principle 
of any redivision of 
Jerusalem,'' he said. 


conference, adding that Ml 
Netanyahu told him he was 
‘looking forward" to a 
planned visit to Israel next 


expansion. This is not an issue 
either he or I can ignore;" 

Speaking separately to 
reporters, Mr. Netanyahu said 


“Israel is prepared to accept 
a role for the European Union 

(Continued on page 7) 


2 killed, 6 hurt in clashes between security 
forces, family of smugglers shot Thursday 


In ensuing violence, six men were hurt, 
including two policemen. 


By Ihreq Ayyoab 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Two people were killed and 
six others, including two policemen, were 
injured on Tuesday during confrontations 
between security forces and residents of 
the Rawdat Basma village north-east of 
Amman, witnesses said. 

Members of the local Masaeed tribe 
anacked the desert police station to avenge 
Thursday’s killing of two family members 
in a shoot-out with police daring a smug- 
gling raid, triggerin g the unrest, they 
added. 

Government officials were not immedi- 
ately available for commenL 

A procession carrying the bodies of the 
two men who ware kffled cm Thursday 
was passing through the village ct route to 
the cemetery when three or four young 
men threw stones at the police station,” a 
resident told the Jordan Times by tele- 
phone. 

“Thebaffia police reciprocated wife live 
ammunition on the 1,000-strong proces- 
sion. killing Nayef Musalam Masaeed 
and Fare’iFIaifil Masaeed,” he added. 


Residents said the blood of the killed 
men littered the street They insisted the 
crowd was unarmed. 

Bui AFP reported that police exchanged 
fire with family members who came 
armed with automatic rifles. 

The situation remained tense in the vil- 
lage, 85-kilometres north-east of Amman 
on Tuesday evening, residents said. 

Witnesses said army reinforcements 
were briefly deployed 

The attack followed the deaths of two 
other members of the same dan on Thurs- 
day — Jamal Saket Masaeed and Abdul- 
lah Salem Masaeed — when security 
agents tried to arrest them on suspicion of 
smug gling 

Their bodies were kept at Mafraq's 
state-run hospital until Tuesday morning 
when some of the villagers decided to 
bury them. 

“Following the incident, army units 
were deployed in the village and police- 
men were removed in a bid to calm peo- 
ple down," said one official source who 
asked not to be named 


“Several soldiers from the Fifth Army 
Division stationed in the Mafiraq Gover- 
norate were brought to the area to help 
pacify tempers." he added. 

Lower House Speaker Sa’d Hayel 
Snout; who hails from the Masaeed tribe, 
told the Jordan Times that local dignitaries 
helped cool tempers across the town. 

‘There were some problems, but efforts 
were exerted to ease them and restore 
things back to normal ” 

Amman-based journalists who visited 
the scene of unrest later in the day said 
army reinforcements were withdrawn 
after nightfall. 

“Things look rather calm,” one journal- 
ist told the Jordan Times. 

One of the dead and four of the injured 
civilians were taken to the nearby Mafraq 
Hospital. 

“Two of them, whose condition was 
serious, were sent on to Amman hospi- 
tals," said a source at the hospital 
The unrest spread panic across the town. 
Many residents want the government to 
launch an inquiry into the incident. 


OIC foreign ministers wrap up meeting in Doha 


DOHA (AFP) — The for- 
eign ministers of foe Organ- 
isation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) on Tuesday 
ended their meeting by urg- 
ing members to cut ties 
with Israel over the stalled 
Middle East peace process 
and for Iraq to cooperate 
with the United Nations- 
They also called for the 
international community to 
intervene to halt “human 
rights violations in Koso- 
vo,” Serbia and for the UX 


pend its sanctions against 
Libya. 

The OIC minis ters also 
appealed for a peaceful 
solution for disputed Kash- 
mir and for rival factions in 
Afghanistan to stop fight- 
ing. 

The pan-Islamic organisa- 
tion said in a final statement 
that it exhorts Islamic states 
looking to establish ties 
with Israel "to reconsider 
these relations, including 
closing diplomatic offices 


It also called on the inter- 
national community “to 
avoid dealing with the 
Israeli occupation authori- 
ties” and for “the two spon- 
sors of the peace process 
[the United States and Rus- 
sia] to pressure Israel to 
bend to internationally 
legal resolutions and end its 
colonial policy.” 

A U.N. Security Council 
resolution calling on the 
Jewish state to withdraw 
from all occupied Lebanese 
territory must also be 


respected, it said, in refer- 
ence to Israel's self- 
declared security zone in 
southern Lebanon. 

“Israel is also called upon 
to completely withdraw 
from the whole of Syria’s 
Golan Heights," occupied 
during the 1967 Middle 
East war, the statement 
added. 

Turning to Iraq, the OIC 
called on Baghdad to 

< Continued on page 7\ 


Palestinian 
child dies five 
days after 
being shot by 
Israeli soldiers 

HEBRON (AFP) — A 12- 
y ear-old Palestinian boy 
was pronounced dead 
Tuesday five days after 
being shot in the head with 
a rubber-coated anti-riot 
bullet by Israeli troops, 
doctors said. 

Samer Karameh, 12, bad 
been in a coma since the 
shooting, which occurred 
during widespread rioting 
in Hebron and other West 
Bank towns sparked by the 
killing of three Palestinian 
workers by Israeli soldiers. 

More than 2,000 people, 
including around 800 
schoolchildren, joined a 
funeral procession accom- 
panying Karameh’s body, 
draped in a Palestinian 
flag, to the cemetery. 

Doctors at Hebron's A1 
Ahli Hospital declared 
Karameh "s brain dead on 
Friday but he remained on 
an artificial life support 
system until Tuesday 
morning when the appara- 
tus was unplugged, doctors 
said. 

The Israeli human rights 
group Betselem said 
Karameh was the 51st 
Palestinian killed by the 
rubber-coated metal bullets 
since the Israeli army 
began using them to qnell 
violent street protests in the 
occupied territories 10 
years ago. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Security Council to sus- and missions. 


Annan arrives in Amman, to 
hold talks with Regent today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.N. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan 
arrived here Tuesday night 
for talks with HRH Crown 
Prince Hass an, the Regent, 
on ways to achieve regional 
stability jeopardised by the 
stalemate in Palestinian- 
Israeli peace talks and last 
month's Iraqi crisis, offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Annan was received 
at the airport by Acting 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour who commended 
Mr. Annan's efforts to 
resolve the Iraqi-U.N. cri- 
sis. 

Mr. Annan told reporters 
upon his arrival that he 
looked forward to meeting 
with Prince Hassan and the 
other leaders of the region 
in order to work together on 
Middle East issues, fore- 
most of which, the question 
of Palestine. 

Crown Prince Hassan and 
Mr. Annan, who is on the 
first leg of a 10-day tour of 
the Middle East that will 
take him to Egypt. 
Lebanon, Syria, Israel and 
the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, are scheduled to meet 
today. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Annan met twice last 
month — in Paris and in 
Amman — as part of Jor- 
dan’s intense diplomatic 
efforts led by His Majesty 
King Hussein to defuse 
Iraq's recent standoff with 
the U.N. over weapons 
inspections. 

Talks between Israel and 
the Palestinians have been 


stalled since hard-line 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu ston- 
ed construction works for a 
Jewish settlement in Jabal 
Abu Ghneim. in Arab east 
Jerusalem, one year ago. 

An emergency special 
session of the U.N. General 
Assembly reconvened 
Tuesday with Arab states 
seeking to enforce a con- 
vention barring settlements 
on occupied land and apply 
it to Arab territories occu- 
pied by Israel. 

Prince Hassan. accompa- 
nied by Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Munther 
Haddadin7was expected to 
take Mr. Annan on a tour of 
water projects in northern 
Jordan, officials said yes- 
terday. 

They will have breakfast 
in the ancient Roman city 
of Urn Qais, overlooking 
Israel and Syria’s occupied 
Golan Heights, seized by 
the Jewish state in 1967. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Annan are also scheduled 
to address an afternoon 
press conference today 
before the U.N. secretary 
general leaves for Cairo. 

Mr. Annan’s “goodwill” 
tour was scheduled for last 
month, but it was post- 
poned due to the U.N.-Iraq 
standoff over weapons 
inspections, a U.N. state- 
ment said- The 60-year-old 
U.N. secretary general flew 
to Baghdad instead, on a 
last-ditch mission in which 
he stroke a deal with the 
Iraqi leadership, averting 
the catastrophic conse- 
quences of a U.S.-threat- 
ened military action. 


Mr. Annan told interna- 
tional news agencies earlier 
this week that he intended 
to emphasise with Arab 
leaders “the need for all of 
us to keep the pressure on 
[Iraqi] President Saddam 
Hussein" to honour its 
international obligations. 

Mr. Annan expected Arab 
leaders to bring up con- 
cerns over "double standard 
policies" vis-a-vis the Mid- 
dle East. Many have been 
enraged by the international 
community’s resolve to put 
pressure on Iraq, while con- 
doning Israel's violations of 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 
338 — demanding the Jew- 
ish state exchange land for 
peace with the Arabs. 

However, Mr. Annan has 
denied he was about to take 
a mediator role in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
was quoted earlier this 
week as saying that “the 
Middle East conflict 
already has a mediator... the 
U.S.” 

Mr. Ensour told a press 
conference Monday that 
Jordan planned to raise the 
issue of Palestinian 
refugees and emphasise the 
need for maintaining the 
operational services provid- 
ed by U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA). 

The agency, affected by a 
crippling chronicle deficit, 
has repeatedly been on the 
verge of giving up its 
humanitarian activities in 
the fields of health and edu- 
cation. 

Jordan is home to more 
(Continued on page 7) 


Emergency U.N. session 
called on Israeli settlements 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
An emergency special session 
of the General Assembly was 
to reconvene on Tuesday with 
Arab states seeking to enforce 
a convention barring settle- 
ment on occupied land and 
apply it to territories occupied 
by Israel. 

The emergency session was 
first convened last April when 
a resolution was adopted 
demanding that Israel halt 
construction of 6,500 settle- 
ment-units at a site south of 
Jerusalem called Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. 

Israel continued with the 
project and the session was 
reconvened in July and again 
in November. 

A resolution adopted at the 


November assembly session 
asked Switzerland, as the 
repositoty of the fourth Gene- 
va convention oo the protec- 
tion of civilians in time of 
war, to arrange a meeting of 
experts by the end of Febru- 
ary 1998 as a prelude to a full- 
scale conference of the 188 
parties ro the convention. 

The experts’ meeting has 
not yet taken place. Switzer- 
land proposed instead a 
closed meeting of representa- 
tives of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), 
Israel Switzerland and the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross to discuss 
improving the application of 
humanitarian law in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 


But it said nothing about a 
full-scale meeting of all the 
parties to the fourth Geneva 
convention. 

Arab states are sponsoring a 
resolution reiterating the call 
for a meeting of experts by a' 
new end of April deadline and 
making a renewed call for a 
meeting of all signatories of 
the convention to enforce it in 
the territories occupied by 
Israel in 1967. 

The draff, expected to be 
adopted by an overwhelming 
majority at the one-day meet- 
ing, would again condemn 
Israel’s failure to halt con- 
struction at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim and all other settle- 
ment activities in occupied 
territory. 


RJ wins U.N. approval to lift 
600 Iraqi pilgrims to Mecca 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Royal Jordan- 
ian (RJ) said on Tuesday it will 
cany 600 Iraqi Muslim pil- 
grims to the Saudi Arabian city 
of Jeddah from Baghdad on 
three flights starting later this 
month. 

It is RTs first operation since 
the UN. imposed an econom- 
ic embargo on Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait b August 
1990, sparking the Gulf crisis. 

Under an agreement reached 
with Baghdad, three flights 
will cany 200 pilgrims each to 
and from the Red Sea port city 
of Jeddah, close to Holy Mus- 
lim sites in Mecca and Medi- 
na, RJ President Nader Dahafoi 
said 

'The flights will transport 
old Iraqi pilgrims and those 
who are not able to travel by 
read to Mecca." he told the 
Jordan Times. 

“We have contacted Iraqi 


Airways to discuss the details 
of the agreement and almost 
everything is completed," he 
said 

However, Mr. Dahabi said 
no final date has been fixed 
though pilgrims have to be in 
Saudi Arabia by April 1. 

The deal came months after 
RJ won approval from die 
U.N. Sanctions Committee to 
operate the Baghdad-Jeddah 
temporary service on humani- 
tarian grounds. 

The committee also allowed 
a private Russian airline to 
ferry other Iraqi pilgrims to 
Jeddah. 

The seven-year-old embargo 
banned all commercial flights 
to and from Iraq, forcing most 
Iraqis to navel to Jordan by 
land to take flights from 

Amman. Others are also using 
Syria as a transit point after 
berth countries reopened their 
borders last year. 

Iraq last year launched a 
direct flight to Jeddah with 


over 100 sick and old Iraqi pil- 
grims in defiance of the han. 

Mr. Dahabi said that Jor- 
dan's request to the UJN. Sanc- 
tions Coniinittee included 
launching “humanitarian 
flights from Baghdad to trans- 
port Iraqis who wanted to have 
treatment abroad.” 

He added that the request 
also included transporting 
U.N. officials working in 
Baghdad, to and from Iraq. 

“But Joirian has not yet 
received UN. approval for the 
last two requests,” Mr, Dahabi 
said. 

U-N. staff overseeing the 

destruction of Iraq’s mass 
destruction weapons and oth- 
ers monitoring the distribution 
of humanitarian supplies 
under a limited oil-for-food 
deal readied with the U.N. b 
1996 chartered flights from 
Ma nama, m Bahrain to 
Habaniyah airpon near Bagh- 
dad. 





PARIS i R j — Attackers killed 
three women and six children 
in an Algerian village, includ- 
ing a nine-month-old toby 
whose head was smashed 
against a rock. Algerian dailies 
said on Tuesday. 

Thirty attackers descended 
on Cheraba hamlet, a commu- 
nity of some 20Q farmers 
wedged between Chcnoua 
Mountain and the Mediter- 
ranean. 60 km west of Algiers, 
on Sunday night, said Liberie 
and Le Matin newspapers. 

The assailants tossed a bomb 


into the fust house, killing two 
children and their mother, and 
moved on to another house 
where they cut the throats of 
three children and one 
woman, the papers said. 

As they left, they dragged 
away with them a woman and 
her nine-nwnth-old baby but 
killed both of them just outside 
the village, the newspapers 
said. 

Algerian security forces 
described the fullers as 
Islamists and said they had 
killed five children and two 


Turkish PM tells army to stick 
to military questions — source 


ANKARA <AFPl — Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz called 
on Turkey's powerful mili- 
tary Tuesday to stick to its 
affairs and let his government 
deaf with the battle against 
Isiamism, a parliamentary 
source said. 

*'The battle against reli- 
gious extremism is up to my 
government and not to the 
military, who already have a 
lot of work in Cyprus, in 
southeast Anatolia and in the 
Aegean." Mr. Yilmaz said 
during a closed meeting with 
leaders of his Motherland 
Partv. the source said. 


It is the second time this 
week that the premier has 
urged military chiefs away 
from the political issues pit- 
ting supporters of the coun- 
try's secular status against 
those backing a return to 
Islamic Jaw. 

On Monday, the army 
strongly denied press reports 
implying that it could stage a 
coup to topple Prime Minis- 
ter Mesut Yilmaz 's govern- 
ment. 

The newspapers have said 
the army, which played a vital 
role in forcing an Islamist-led 
government to resign last 


year, is not happy with the 
performance of Mr. Yilmaz 's 
coalition in fighting what it 
secs as Islamist extremism. 

Turkey's pro-Islamic Wel- 
fare Party was banned earlier 
this year and its leader, for- 
mer Premier Necmenin 
Erbakan, was barred from 
politics for five years. 

Most of Welfare’s mem- 
bers. minus Mr. Erbakan, 
have regathered under a new 
banner — the Virtue Party — 
which has become Turkey's 
largest group in parliament, 
although it falls short of a 
majority. 


Israeli 
report says 
Palestinian 
police paid 
protesters 
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No dialogue until U.S. changes its 
policies toward Iran — Kharazi 


DOHA i AFP) — Iranian For- 
eign Minister Kamal Kharazi 
said Tuesday that his country 
would not enter into a dia- 
logue with the United Stares 
until Washington changes its 
policies toward Tehran. 

•'.America can engage in a 
dialogue with us when it 
changes its policies and atti- 
tude toward the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.” Mr. 
Kharazi told the Qatari daily 
Al Walan. 

He added that "there is no 
initiative from our side to 
establish a dialogue with 
Washington." 

Mr. Kharazi is attending a 
meeting here of foreign minis- 
ters of the Organisation of the 
Isiamic Conference (OIC). 

"The Americans want dia- 
logue. but we think .America is 


not serious in its requests for 
talks, and the experience of 
the Palestinians proves iL*’ he 
said. 

The U.S. Stare Ltepartmem 
last week renewed a call for 
talks with Tehran, saying 
"there are major problems 
between our two countries, 
but these problems can be 
resolved by direct dialogue.” 
The United States and ban 
broke off relations after U.S. 
embassy personnel were 
taken hostage in Tehran fol- 
lowing the 1979 Islamic revo- 
lution. 

In January. Mr. Kharazi 
called in Davos. Switzerland, 
for Washington to take actions 
to prove its desire to improve 
relations with Tehran- 
Asked about the dispute 
between Iran and the United 


Arab Emirates (UAE> over 
three islands in the Gulf. Mr. 
Kharazi said: "We repeal our 
sovereignty over these islands 
but ar the same time we are 
ready to discuss various ques- 
tions with friendly and neigh- 
bourly countries." 

UAJE Foreign Minister 
Rushed AI Nuaimi called 
Monday on Iran to negotiate 
to peacefully resolve the con- 
flict over Abu Mussa. and 
Greater and Lesser Tunb 
islands. 

Iran toe* control of the 
Greater and Lesser Tunbs in 
1971 following the departure 
of British troops from the 
Gulf. In 1991 Abu Dhabi 
accused Tehran of de facto 
annexing Abu Mussa. which 
Iran jointly administered with 
the UAE emirate of Sharjah. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
l .AFP) — The Israeli army 
has accused Palestinian police 
of actively promoting vio- 
lence against Israeli soldiers 
in Hebron, paying youths up 
to SI? a day to riot, the 
Haarecz newspaper reported 
Tuesday. 

The newspaper said the 
report, mostly concerning two 
periods of violent protests in 
the divided West Bank city in 
the spring of 1997. was pre- 
sented to the government in 
recent days. 

Tne army claims that dur- 
ing the rioting between 
March and July 1997. "ihe 
Palestinian police organised 
riots in Hebron and systemat- 
ically failed to restrain Pales- 
tinian rioters who were head- 
ing towards the Jewish quar- 
ter'' in the city . 

“In many cases the Palestin- 
ian Authority paid youths 30 
to 50 shekels ]SS to SI 4] a 
day for participating in riots 
and attacking Israeli sol- 
diers." it said. 

Tne report said thai in all 
there were 166 attacks on 
Israelis in Hebron in 1997 
compared to 40 in 1996. 

The report was drawn up 
before a new outbreak of vio- 
lence in Hebron last week 
sparked by the killing of three 
Palestinian w orkers from the 


IRAQI INDUSTRY: A technician struggles with a control wheel Tuesday at Baji power stotion in oorthera traq. 
Evervdav. technicians scavenge through a vast heap of rusting metal on the banks of the Tigris River beside 
Iraq's biggest power station. The technicians have to use manual controls to run the power station now — the 
lack of spares has put all the automated systems out of service (AFP photo) 


Press group strongly condemns Israeli 
shooting of journalists in Hebron 




region by Israeli soldiers at an 


army cneckDctra. 


Saudi Arabia working to ensure a safe pilgrimage 


AMMAN fJ.T.i — The press 
rights group Committee to 
Protect Journalists has sent a 
"protest in the strongest 
terms" to Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu over 
the wounding of journalists 
during the clashes in Hebron 
on Friday. 

Following is the full text of 
the letter, which was made 
available to the Jordan Times 
on Tuesday: 

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) is writing to 
protest in the strongest terms 
the w ounding of at least eight 
journalists by Israeli Defense 
Forces’ (IDF) gunfire on Fri- 
day in the town of Hebron. 

On March 13. Israeli sol-, 
diets opened fire with rubber- 
coated metal bullets on a 
group of reporters covering 
clashes in Hebron between 
Palestinian protestor; and 
Israeli troops. The names of 
the wounded reporters 
include: Nad Shiyoukhi and 
Mazen Dana of Reuters: 
Majdi Tamimi and Amer 
Jabari of ABC News: Hazem 
Bader and l mad Said of the 
Associated Press: and Wad 


Shiyoukhi and Ayman Kurd 
of Ama) TV. 

CPJ is deeply disturbed by 
what witnesses to the incident 
have characterised as the 
IDFs intentional targeting of 
the journalists, who were in 
the vicinity of the clashes. 
Three of the wounded journal- 
ists told CPJ that they were at 
least 200 metres from Pales- 
tinian protestors when they 
were fired upon. Tliese jour- 
nalists also maintain that sol- 
diers continued shooting at 
them despite their attempts to 
identify- themselves as mem- 
bets of the press and entreaties 
to the soldiers to halt their fire. 
According to Reuters: "Wit- 
nesses said the. iroops tired 
rubber bullets at the journal- 
ists from a distance of about 
20 metres, even though they 
repeatedly identified them- 
selves as journalists." 

One of (he injured journal- 
ists. Nacl Shiyoukhi. was shot 
in the head. back, and leg by 
rubber bullets. "Video flotage 
showed him lying on the 
ground with blood streaming 
from his forehead and drench- 
ing his shirt." Reurers report- 


ed. “It showed him being shot 
two more times while he lay 
on the ground.” Mazen Dana 
was then shot in the shoulder 
while going to the aid of Shiy- 
oukhi According to Dana, 
soldiers continued to fire at the 
reporters even as they 
attempted to cany Shiyoukhi 
into a nearby automobile. 

On July 23. 1997. we wrote 
to Your Excellency [Mr. 
Netanyahu] protesting the 
July 13 shooting of four 
reporters — Imad Said (Asso- 
ciated Press). Mazen Dana 
(Reuters). .Amer Jabari 
(ABO. and Diya Juabi (Abu 
Dhabi TV) — who were 
wounded while covering a 
.group of Palestinian demon- 
strators burning an Israeli flag 
in Hebron. 

Eyewitnesses to that inci- 
dent said that the attack 
appeared to be intentional, 
given the considerable dis- 
tance of at least three of the 
four journalists from the 
demonstrators and their con- 
spicuous camera equipment 
clearly identifying them as 
members of the media. In 
September 19%. journalists 


provided similar testimony 
after several were wounded 
by rubber bullets fired by the 
IDF while covering Israeh- 
Paiestinian violence in the 
West Bank. Those wounded 
in September 19%, charged 
die IDF with extreme negli- 
gence in failing to recognise 
members of the press who 
were far removed from the 
combatants and were clearly 
identifiable as cameramen. 

As a nonpartisan organisa- 
tion of journalists dedicated to 
the defense of our colleagues' 
rights throughout the world, 
CPJ fears that the journalists 
wounded in Hebron on Friday 
were targeted for having car- 
ried out their professional 
duties. We respectfully urge 
you to initiate an immediate 
and vigorous investigation 
into the incident and make its 
findings public. We also ask 
that you ensure that those 
implicated in any wrongdoing 
be swiftly brought to justice 
and that you take all appropri- 
ate measures to ensure the 
IDFs compliance with regu- 
lations safeguarding journal- 
ists in the field. 
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DUBAI (R) — Saudi .Arabia 
ha- urged the cooperation of pil- 
grims and their countries to help 
ensure a sale pilgrimage at this 
5 car's Haj; — an annual ritual 
maned tr. tragedies. 

Up to two million Muslims, 
half c-: them from abroad. per- 
the annual pilgrimage 
which one of the pillars of 
Is lam end. a duty every able 
Muslim should perform once in 
a lifetime. 

SjjJi Pilgrimage and Endow- 
ments Minister Mahmmoud 


Ben Mohammad Safar said in 
an interview with die English- 
language Arab News on Tues- 
day that Saudi Arabia has 
approved a security plan for this 
year's Hajj. including a ban on 
the use of gas cylinders after a 
fire last year killed 343 people. 

“We still need the cooperation 
of all pilgrims as well as all 
countries to ensure the success- 
ful implementation of these 
arrangements," he said. 

He said the kingdom was pn >- 
viding some pilgrims with fire- 


proof tents to pre’.em a recur- 
rence ot last sear > blaze. 

A quarter of the area ai Mena, 
where the fire broke out last 
sear, would have Grcprcnf refits 
tins year and more such tents 
were planned in future. 

Cher 70.000 tents were 
destroyed by the fire Iasi Apr'. 
Saudi authorities slid it stoned 
when a pilgrim tried to cook a 
mcul on a gas fire inside his tern. 

"During this sear's Hajj. a 
very ^pfnsucatcd sy stem using 
tents made of fibrrclusi and 


other .Toccre.- na> rxren mtro- 
dcced arirr :: was proven to be 
the most effective ir, resisting 
fires." Mr. Safar said 
"Trc v. stein be backed 
by sufeis and security 

mea-cres :rc:c£ng a ban on 
rrepartr.g food inside Mena 
except ir. designated central 
ccckhtg >::rr under full safety 
requirements and a ban on the 
UiC of Uqaid petroleum gas. 
cspcciaJiy gu> cyjnders. inside 
CuT>jts he a d de d. 


Bomb blast at Turkish high court, 
no injuries 


ISTANBUL iRi — A bomb exploded at a 
Turkish high court where cases of political 
violence and dissert are dealt w ith but nobody 
was injured. Anatolian news agency said on 
jTucsday. it sa'd the overnight Was- caused 
: minor damage to Uanhui State Security 
jCmai .Ni i group claimed respi'nsiNIny for ibe 
j arrack. Security courts, a remnant of the I°N0- 
S? period of military rale, mostly hear trials of 
Kurdish Kparriists. Mamr>t activists and far- 
left urban eucmiiav Peaceful dissidents sus- 
pazed of bre-aking Turkey "s txrgh restraints 
on freedom of expression are also tried in >ane 


security courts. 


which he criticised the west for rais- 
ing human rights concerns selec- 
tively and using them as political 


** factnry fin- 
"■^injurvij 


Iran's Kharazi to brief UJV. on 
Iran tinman rights 


Seven Kurdish politicians face 
22-year jail term 


TEHRAN iR» — Iron's Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi is due to address a United 
Notions conference in Geneva on Iran's views 
v-n human rights, the official Iranian News 
Agency < IRNAi reponed on Tuesday. It said 
Mr. Kharazi left for Geneva on Tuesday on a 
nne-day visit following this month's 33-nation 
Tehran forum on human rights in .Asia, in 


ANKARA (AFP) — • Seven members of a 
pro- Kurdish party, including its leader, were 
indicted Tuesday on charges of being the polit- 
ical branch of an outlawed Turkish Kurd rebel 
army, the Anatolian news agency said. These 
seven members of the People’s Democracy 
Party face 22 yean: in prison if convicted in the 
State Security Court . 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tei. 773III-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 


16:i0 


16:30.. 

French Programmes 

38:00 


18:30 

Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 


19:15 Seieare Mjcazmc — E = Mh 

19:30 


19:35 

..Cswdy — Cun pus Cops 

20:00 D“C. — The Nature of 

Ksaiinj 

Li 

20:30 


;j:I« 

....Drama — Kune Fu 

22:00 

News in Enclish 

22:30 


23:59 

Countrv Miistc 

FnriofTX 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:22 . 

Fair 

05:39 . 

( Sunrise JDufu 

t?-44 


15:*>9, 

'Asr 

17:49.. 


19:06.. 

'Isha 


CHURCHES 


Church Tel. 77 1751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. WS97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56884i#i 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in .Amman Tel. SI 1 2^5 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654^32 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle CoDege Tel 566 1 75? 
Church of the Annunciation 
Td. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Churcb TcL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
Geh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
CathoBc Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Churcb TeL 

892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 771331 


•lbovc sea level. In Aqaba. 
«kies will he cloudy to partly 
cloudy with a chance »f thun- 
der showers, w-nds southerly 
moderate to active, and seas 
roueh. 


Dr. Ratih MaQah WU424 

Kbalifeh pharmacy- . «»t<54IT 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


06. i 2 

11)20 

05/U 

1.19/ IS 


Feed Ccrzrr*'. Centre... 4637 1 i 1 
Cro2 DKervreDqxsrrientfibbini 
C:v:I Defence immediate Res- 
cue - 4630341 

Ci'.ii Defence Emeiyrncv....l9 , J 
P-W.V yi 4621 1 j 1 .4637777 


Yesterday *•- high temperatures: 
Amman 1 5. Aqaba 24 Humid- 
ity readings: Amnur. "5 per 
cenuAqabn 36 percent. 


: 4617101 

775121 

lice 

...843402 


.. SOrsJOO 

rr. DspL. 

..4630321 

•eoir/.s 

.56D5S0O 

!a:r:s 

.Ji661 176 


LSEFLL 

^aEriSeo^terCsrxisrts 

TELEPHONE 

A.~T-ir. M- 

rt'ciralit\ Com- 

NUMBERS 

F^' 

7X7III 

NIGHT DUTY 

Tc.vp-N.7a: J.-f. 

rawn idjni'!*- 


r, , 

_!21 


O- ■^"•s.'a.s Cilia 

; 010230 

AfifShukri 


•s\ Telephone 


cal Surgery 5921 

TlicLsLOTnc.AWlj ^6(6 131/7 

Hu»ein Medical Centre TcL 
S368I3.S56K56 

Lizmila 

Khalidi Maternity 46442SI/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Matcmitv 
4641362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4656140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ...56H7071 
Shmeisam Hivspiui ....^66°13l 

Unhereiri H<7vprral X45W5 

Al-Muasicr Hospital 5667227/9 

Ai-Ahti. Abdali _ C 6M 164/6 

Italian. ALMuhajnxn 777101/3 

Al-Bashlr .775111/26 

Army. Marka S9 16I1/1 5 

Queen Alia Hospital 560224(050 
Anul Hiispital 5674155 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJi infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. 1 44 iS 3 200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied nrt phone 44 
1 52*00 J or 44153250). 


1 KuwainKlf) 

1 -Tunis ITU J 

• Doha, Abu Dhabi <GF) 

; ....Khanoum tadd) < RJ j 

1 .Tel Aviv ( LY) 

' Vienna (OSl 

1 - Algiers i AH) 

Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PKi 

1 -....Beirut (ME) 

i ...Paris. Damascus (AR 

| —Athens (OA) 

: London (BA) 

1 ....London. Beirut (BA) 
Amsterdam (KL) 


21:00 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa iRJ) ! 


i^'niurvd 

^idiru 


ARRIVALS 


WEATHER 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sw«fiefa.Td. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Chuitii Tel. 

46327K5 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Churcb Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

SL Afrenz Syrian Orthodox 


Bulletin '■applied b\ the 
Department of A feftw/oyv 
Under (lie effect of the cold air 
mass affecting the region, it 
will be cold and rainy, skies 
cloudy to partly cloudy and 
winds westerly active. Snow is 
expected to fall over moun- 
tainous areas with altitudes of 
about J. 000-1.200 metres 


Dr. NidaJ AI Dahleh S27N5 

Dr. Hanna Nbnsour “5 , )I°“ 

Dr. Said Tawfiq 7S^2S5 

Firas pharmacy 566 1952 

Ferdows pharmacy ...S'4tj2SU 
.Vl Won pharmacy . .4637/155 
Al Sakun pharmacy 4636750 
Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 
Sbmcisani pharmacy 4637661) 

Nairoakh pharmacy 46236”2 

Najib pharmacv S47652 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baldr 27S770 
Al Quds pharmacv (— i 

ZARQA; 


Repairs 4(.»23I0I 

Abcais 7U. Repairs 5661 Ifli 

Joidar. Te5ev :%ic«o 773 1 1 1 

Raw 1 Jv^nLn 774] 1 1 

Water Atshreitv 

}. EJasricry Autixctty —SI 56 15 

Eleanc Power Co 4636381 

RJ F:gh: !nformj:ipn....44- 

53200 

Queer. .■ Iril.Artvnl ...44-532(10 


Z.\RQA: 

Zorqa G*.wt. Hnspiul 

,i09i9S3323 

Zarqa N.nlunol Hospital 

- i(i9.%n>56U 

Inn Sinn H»ispitoI •0MNS6732 

Al Hikrru Modern Hospital 




HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

ThcAnsb Crrere fnr Hcan axf Spe- 


IRBO: 

Princess Bumtu Hospital 

‘iCi275’555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

1021272275 

Ibn Al N'afccs Hospital 

<02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Ha'-a Hcspital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:25 Damascus t RJ i 

hft:05 LamacjtRJi 

»S:30 Jeddah i RJ ) 

OS:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi i RJ i 
15:00 V-a Yc<rt„ Amsterdam (RJi 

16:50 Istaibul iRji 

ParisiRJi 

15:10 London !RJ i 

18:30 Frankfurt. Geneva ( RJ i 

18:30 Madrid. Brussels i RJ j 

I9 :W Jeddah (adduRJi 

2 °: I® Rome. Vienna iRJ i 

23:10 Beirut (RJ i 

00:05 Cairo (RJ } 


Royal Wings (RW| 

07:45 — -Aqaba (RYV) 

09:05 ..Amman (QAlAl (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

*7=20 -Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21 ; 20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marks Air- 
port! (RW 


DEPARTURES 


Other Flights 

00:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

06:35 Laroaca tCY") j 

08:00 Beirul (ME) 

08:25 London (BA) 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

11:15 Ai Hudaidoft, Aden (IY) | 

12:00 Kuwait (KU) j 

12:00 .... Jeddah (SV) t 

14:10 .Tunis (WJ 

14^*0 Shariqah (AH) 

15:15 ..Bahrain. Muscat (GR 

I5r)0 _ .Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:30 JJolia(QR) 

15:50 ....Vienna (OS) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi. Karachi IPK) 
23:55 ..Damascus. Paris (AF) 


-.' r: ■•I.-!., 
■>J 1 i; r , 
,'-Jr i.. 
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Other FlighLs 

05:50 Bucharest iRO) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:15 Doha. Al Hudaidoh tlY ) 
10^0 Jeddah CSV) 


[ Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

' Rome (RJ) 

1 Berlin. London tRj) 

1 Istanbul iRJj - 

1 Jeddah (add) (RJt 

\ Colombo (RJ) 

; Beirut (RJ) 

■■Riyadh. Dhahnrn (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Bombay (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

1 New Delhi (RJ) 


^ / »L .» ■ 

- !l > • ' 

Royal Wings (RW) : 

06:45 Amman (Marta Ait' ' C- [>. u * r ‘ 

port) (RW) ,S^ f 

08:15 .J^qaba(FW) : . 

09 JO ..Amman (QAIA) .'j. ^..h \ u ' r 

16:45 ....Amman (Marta Air- f ‘ 

port) CRW) .. 

17:5S Tel Aviv (R«l ^ 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) (K^ 

21150 
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Ensour meets with chairman of Malaysian firm 




COOK LEAVES AMMAN: Acting Foreign Minister ThlaJ Sata’an Ha«an on Ries- 
day bids farewell to British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook upon bis departure 
from Amman after a one-day visit. Mr. Cook held talks with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on the latest developments in the Middle East 
peace process and the efforts being made to put it on track again (Petra photo) 

Jordan, Qatar sign awqaf agreement 


DOHA (Petra) — Jordan 
and Qatar signed a memo- 
randum of understanding 
Tuesday on cooperation in 
the Geld of awqaf and Islam- 
ic affairs. 

Under the agreement, 
which was signed by Minis- 
ter of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul SaJam Abbadi 
and his Qatari counterpart 
Ahmad Abdullah AJ Muni, 
the minis tries of the two 
countries will exchange 
information, research and 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Regent attends 

armoured brigade 
ceremony 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
$an, .(fte. Tuesday 
attended a, .Special cere- 
mony held by Prince Has- 
san Bin Talal's 60th 
Armoured Brigade to 
mark his 5 1st birthday, 
which falls on March 20. 
The Crown Prince was 
accompanied by Acting 
Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Brigadier 
General Tahseen Shur- , 
dom. On Thursday. HRH : 
Princess Rahma will open 
a conference for youth to 
mark Prince Hassan’s 
birthday. 

Clothing factory fire 
leaves one injured 

AMMAN (Petra') — Civil 
Defence Department fire- 
fighting teams Tuesday 
extinguished a fire which 
broke out in a' clothing 
factory in the Abu Alanda 
area. One worker was 
hospitalised for smoke 
inhalation and was listed 
in moderate condition. 

2 killed, 40 injured 
in bus accident 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two 
people were killed and 40 
were injured when a bus 
overturned near Eastern 
Ureinba village along the 
Desert Highway. Traffic 
department sources 
attributed the accident to 
high speed and slippery 
roads. 


seminar papers relating to 
Islamic heritage and culture, 
and expertise on improving 
methods of utilising and 
investing zakat funds. 

The memorandum pro- 
vides for reciprocal visits to 
gain first-hand experience in 
such areas as Islamic 
preaching, guidance and 
counselling. v 

The two sides will work 
together to counter subver- 
sive elements and anti-Islam 
trends, and to promote mod- 


eration. 

Under the three-year 
agreement, both ministries 
will implement joint waqf 
investment projects and will 
build mosques and Islamic 
cultural centres and estab- 
lish Islamic libraries in the 
two countries. 

The two sides also agreed 
to form a joint committee, 
headed by the respective 
awqaf ministers, to imple- 
ment the provisions of the 
agreement. 


Amman university 
to host AAU board 
meeting next year 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Amman 
Private University is sched- 
uled to host the 32nd meet- 
•>ing .of the Association of. 

- Arab Universities (AAU) 

- next year, according .to- uni- 
versity President Amin 
Mahmoud. . 

Speaking upon his return 
from the 31st AAU board 
meeting in Egypt, Dr. Mah- 
moud said the university 
had asked to host the 1999 
event during the Egypt 
meeting, which was attend- 
ed by heads of Arab 
universities. 

“Amman Private Univer- 
sity is hoping to project 
Amman as a major higher 
education centre in the 
Arab World," Dr. Mah- 
moud said. “Jordan is a 
pioneer in creating the 
opportune atmosphere for 
higher education through 


private universities and 
community colleges, set- 
ting a remarkable example 
for other Arab states in this 
field." 

- According to Dr.. Mah- 
moud. "The Future Univer- 
sity" will be one of the 
main themes in a series of 
seminars to be sponsored 
by Amman Private Univer- 
sity on tbe sidelines of next 
year's meeting . 

A large number of educa- 
tors and presidents of Arab 
universities are expected to 
take part in this seminar. 

The recent three-day 
board meeting, which was 
held at Suez University 
under the patronage of 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, was attended by 
tbe presidents of all private 
and state universities in 
Jordan, he added. 


More rain forecast, snow 
possible at high elevations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
weather forecast calls for 
rain through Thursday with 
possible snowfall in 

regions of high elevation, 
such as the Sharah Heights 
in the south and Ajloun in 
the north, according to the 
Department of Meteorolo- 
gy on Tuesday. 

Ao low pressure cell that 
moved in from tbe 

Mediterranean toward 
northern Syria will contin- 
ue to affect the Kingdom 
over the next two days. 


accompanied by a series of 
cold fronts that will result 
in thunderstorms and rain 
iu various parts of the 
country, according to a 
department official. 

Temperatures will reach a 
high of 11° C on Wednes- 
day, dropping to 6° C at 
night. On Thursday, the 
high will be 9° C, with a 
low of 4° C. 

Temperatures are expect- 
ed to begin rising on Fri- 
day, the department official 
added. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Acting 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour Tuesday conferred 
with Rosely Ismail, chair- 
man of the board of direc- 
tors of the Niyaga Compa- 
ny, a major Malaysian firm 
in the water sector. 

At the meeting, which 
was attended by Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin, the rwo 
sides reviewed the talks 

Private 
hospitals 
seek higher 
treatment 
charges 

By Suha Ma’ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe Private 
Hospitals Society (PHS) is 
seeking to raise prices' at the 
Kingdom's 52 private hospi- 
tals because the current pric- 
ing system does not reflect 
actual treatment costs, 
according to a society offi- 
cial. 

PHS chief Mahmoud 
Taber, a gynecologist, said 
the amount of treatment costs 
covered by private health 
insurance funds was last 
revised in 1991, though most 
prices are based on an agree- 
ment reached in 1982. 

'The cost of treatment now 
is triple what it used to be,” he 
told the Jordan Times. 

He said PHS members will 
meet on Thursday to consider 
the new cost of treatment for 
all medical services offered. 

He said die society would 
invite Ministry of Health and 
Medical Care officials and 
representatives of health 
insurance companies to help 
the society study new costs. 

“We want to structure pric- 
ing to enable us to cover • 
costs, even if the profit is only 
10 per cent." Dr. Taher said. 

“As private hospitals, we 
want to assure the health 
insurance funds that we will 
only count the real cost of 
treatment, plus a 10 per cent 
profit margin-" 

He addki that lowering 
prices, in response to public 
demands, would not benefit 
patients. 

According to die PHS pric- 
ing fist, a third class accom- 
modation at a private hospi- 
tal. including the three meals, 
is set at JD8 per night, while 
a second class loom is JD12 
and a first class room is JD18 
. But few hospitals have 
respected the PHS pricing 
structure. 

It costs JD27 to prepare a 
surgery theatre for a compli- 
cated heart or brain opera- 
tion, be added. 

“When our pricing fist was 
shown to company represen- 
tatives, they felt ashamed 
because the prices were so 
low,” Dr. Taber stressed 
'This pricing system is not 
acceptable. We hope that the 
heal tii insurance funds, the 
big companies and the banks 
will support the private sector 
and not try to outsmart us,” he 
added 

Jordan's over 250,000 civil 
servants and security person- 
nel are covered by a state-run 
health insurance scheme. 


which Mr. Ismail conduct- 
ed with Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation officials on 
the Disi water project in 
southeast Jordan and Niya- 
ga’s investments in Jordan- 
ian water projects. 

According to ministry 
sources, the Malaysian 
team is to conduct studies 
prior to submitting recom- 
mendations to the 
Malaysian government on 


financing water projects. 

The two sides also 
reviewed the water situa- 
tion and projects in Jordan 
in general. 

Earlier Tuesday. Dr. 
Ensour chaired a regular 
session of the Council of 
Ministers. During the 
raeeii ng. the C abinei 

endorsed an agreement 
between Jordan and 
Cyprus on extraditing pris- 


oners and consented to the 
allocation of JD500.000 
from the treasury to finance 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities projects. 

The Cabinet formed a 
delegation led by the secre- 
tary general of the Ministry 
of Transport and Telecom- 
munications to lake part in 
a meeting by the Universal 
Postal Union's consultative 
council, due to convene in 


Switzerland on April 20. 

The Cabinet also gave its 
consent to the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities to 
take part in an equestrian 
festival to be held in Zurich 
between March 26 and 29. 
The ministry will organise 
an exhibition on the side- 
lines of the festival to pro- 
mote Jordan’s tourism 
industry. 


Amman mayor opens new market in Wihdat 


By Ramadan Rawashdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi on 
Tuesday inaugurated Al 
Wihdat Hangar Market as 
part of plans To improve ser- 
vices in the Greater Amman 
region and provide local 
shoppers with easier access 
to markets. 

In an address at the inau- 
guration ceremony. Dr. 
Abbadi said the project was 
carried out in implementa- 
tion of directives by HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, to the Amman 
Municipality to help devel- 
op the poorer districts of 
Jordan. 

The hangar market 
replaces the" old Wihdat 


market, which Dr. Abbadi 
said lacked proper organisa- 
tion and essential services 
and where vendors tended ro 
disrupt traffic with their 
carts. 

According to the mayor, 
the market will create jobs 
for 600 Jordanians and will 
operate for 16 hours a day. 
The 4.500 square metre 
hangar market, which was 
set up on 15 dunums of land, 
contains 263 vendor stalls 
and is supplied with electric- 
ity. a water and sewage sys- 
tem, adjoining parking lot, 
and other utilities. 

Dr. Abbadi said the project 
cost a total of JD 1 .3 million, 
of which JD1 million was 
spent on the land and infra- 
structure services, while the 
balance covered the actual 


construction costs. 

The mayor stated that the 

municipality plans to con- 
struct a similar market in the 
Jabal Hussein district, pro- 
viding jobs to another 6<X) 
Jordanians. 

In a statement to Al Ra'i 
and the Jordan Times. Dr. 
Abbadi said these projects 
have been designed to pro- 
vide employment to Jordan- 
ian citizens only, and the 
municipality will not allow 
stall owners to employ non- 
Jordanians. 

However, Omar Mustafa 
Younis, a stall owner, com- 
plained that his 3 by 2.5- 
metre stall was not large 
enough to accommodate his 
merchandise. 

Mr. Younis added that 
municipality officials were 


preventing vendors from 
placing agricultural prod- 
ucts on the ground. 

Another stall owner. Jawa- 
her Hashem. said the munic- 
ipality favoured some peo- 
ple by assigning them stalls 
near the entrance, while she 
and others were given places 
at the back. 

A municipality official, 
Omar Abdul Rahim, defend- 
ed the municipality’s 
arrangements, saying that 
vendors should keep their 
merchandise in the stalls 
assigned to them to maintain 
easy access to all parts of the 
hangar. 

He said the municipality 
will soon build a mosque on 
an adjacent plot of land, 
both of which will be 
financed by a benefactor. 


Red Crescent, Spain sign agreement to 
implement community health programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Spanish 
Ambassador Edualdo 
Mirapeix and Jordanian 
National Red Crescent Soci- 
ety (JNRCS) President 
Mohammad Hadid Tuesday 
signed a cooperation agree- 
ment and protocol for the 
implementation of the “Pro- 
gramme on Health and 
Community Development in 
Ma'an _ Govemorare.” with 
assistance by the Spanish 
Red Cross, for the whole 
value of $310,000, accord- 
ing to a JNRCS press 
release. 

The duration for the 
implementation of the pro- 


ject is 18 months. Among 
the objectives of the pro- 
gramme are to improve the 
living conditions and health 
care for the underprivileged 
population in Jordan, specif- 
ically in the fields of mater- 
nal-infancy care and preven- 
tive health measures, the 
statement continued. 

The programme will be 
carried out by both societies 
through the Ma'an branch of 
the JNRCS and will address 
the needs of several villages. 
The present programme will 
address health issues, 
hygiene questions, environ- 
mental care, first aid and 


family planning. The imple- 
mentation of the project will 
be done through the training 
of health guides from each 
of the villages who will be 
dedicated to canying out 
teaching workshops at the 
villages" for the community 
as a whole, the announce- 
ment said. 

Tbe Ma'an branch will be 
supplied with laboratory and 
X-ray equipment to become 
capable of attending some 
of the medical needs of the 
local community. An in- 
kind remittance of vitamins 
and essential medicines will 
be sent shortly by the Span- 


ish Red Cross. 

The JNRCS will con- 
tribute to the said project in 
a number of sectors, such as 
the supply of the land and 
the building that will be ded- 
icated for the branch, as well 
as the supply of transporta- 
tion vehicles for the health 
guides and an ambulance. 

" Among the projects that 
were carried out previously 
■ by both institutions are the 
"First Aid Educational 
' Equipment." "Support to the 
Salt Orphanage.” and 
"Aquatic Saving Equip- 
ment” valued at $46,420. the 
statement concluded. 


Tourist guides plan Jordan promotion 
campaign during upcoming Italian trek 


By Roof an Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Four Jordan- 
ian tourist guides have 
announced plans to criss- 
cross Italy on foot for a 
month to try and lure Ital- 
ian visitors to the King- 
dom. 

“We simply want to tell 
them about Jordan's many 
tourist sites and archaeo- 
logical treasures that are 
not known to them Jamil 
Bawalsah, one of the four 
men, told the Jordan Times. 

He said the group, aJJ flu- 
ent in Italian, will be leav- 
ing for Italy on June L 

“This idea crossed' my 
mind after seeing the num- 
ber of Italian tourists visit- 
ing Jordan decline to an 
unbearable level," Mr. 
Bawalsah added. “We had 
to take action to help 
redress the situation." 

The 1. 583-kilometre trek 


will take them to Rome. 
Perugia, Arezzo, Florence, 
Prato, Bologna. Modena, 
Padova, Venice, Trieste, 
Udine, Bolzano, Trento, 
Brescia, Bergamo, Monza 
and Milan. 

The guides said they 
believe that many residents 
in these cities could afford 
to travel abroad because 
their income was relatively 
high. 

“We will walk through 
the most crowded streets of 
Italy to meet as many peo- 
ple as possible and tell 
them about Jordan,” Mr. 
Bawalsah said. 

“We also aim at foreign 
tourists who are visiting 
Italy at this time of year." 
added his colleague, Mahdi 
Yanis. 

“People who visit Jordan 
mainly come to see major 
attraction sites such as 
Petra and Jerash,” Mr. 
Bawalsah said. “But there 


is much more to see and 
that is what we are trying to 
do... we want to open more 
of Jordan to the Italian peo- 
pie." 

He said several Jordani- 
ans were sponsoring their 
trip according to their own 
means. 

Souvenir shop owner 
Hani Khudairi, who also 
owns a factory that pro- 
duces beauty products 
made from Dead Sea min- 
erals, said he will provide 
them with goods to back 
their drive. 

“I believe it is a good idea 
to promote Jordan interna- 
tionally, and .maybe these 
young guides can make a 
difference," he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“I am determined to help 
them by giving them free 
Dead Sea products as a gift 
the Italians they will come 
across.” he added. 

“It is a small step towards 


promoting Jordan world- 
wide, but I hope that many 
will follow suit.” 

The group will be carry- 
ing Jordanian and Italian 
flags and will wear T-shirts 
bearing the pictures of dif- 
ferent Jordanian sites. 

“We will also cany slides 
and documentary films to 
supplement our lectures" 
Mr. Bawalsah said. 

The ream said they are 
targeting Italy because they 
have been guiding Italian 
tourists in Jordan for years 
and know much about their 
countiy. 

“We know Italy like we 
know the back of our 
hands. The language is also 
no problem for us.” Mr. 
Bawalsah said. 

“We hope more guides 
will follow in our footsteps 
and go to other countries, 
because direct contact 
between people is the best 
way." he added. 
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By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A group of Jordanian 
doctors is working with British and 

Japanese colleagues to tty and deter- 
mine whether die still incurable 
Behcet Disease, which attacks joints 
and eyes, could have hereditary finks. 

Medical details on the illness, first 
recorded in Turkey in 1937 by a 
T urkish doctor named Behcet, 
remain scant 

The Jordan Behcet Disease study 
group, comprising ophthalmologist 
Faisal Fayad, heart specialist Horan 
Zuredkai, and rheumatologist Wafa’ 
Madeinat, are hying to trace genetic 
patterns of the illness in the King- 
dom. 

They are cooperating with tbe Uni- 
versity of Yokohama in Japan and 
London’s St Thomas Hospital in the 
project, launched in 1997. 

There are no official figures on how 
many Jordanians are suffering from 
toe disease. Bui Dl Madeinat said 


that in the past few years, she had 
come across 150 cases of Bebcet 
Disease, an illness that commonly 
hits males between the ages of 20 to 
30 and can lead to blindness. 

“We are trying to trace the genetic 
patterns of this disease in Jordan in 
collaboration with this team from 
England,” Dr. Madeinat told the Jor- 
dan Tunes in a recent interview. 

“We are also in the process of lay- 
ing tbe foundation for a support sys- 
tem for die families of patients,” she 
added. 

Support also came from Georgina 
Seaman, head of the Behcet Disease 
Society in England, who visited Jor- 
dan last week and shared the experi- 
ence of her 900-strong group with 
victims of the disease and their fami- 
lies. 

She became involved in the process 
after her husband developed symp- 
toms in 1982. 

‘We are trying to find out about the 
pattern of die disease within fami- 
lies,’' Mrs. Seaman explained. 


*We estimate that there are about 
2,000 people with Behcet Disease in 
England" 

Doctors said the disease's symp- 
toms are caused by unpredictable 
outbreaks of inflammation in small 
blood vessels taking the form of oral 
and genital ulcers, arthritis-like pain 
in the joints, and inflammation inside 
the eyes. 

The disease can also affect bowel 
movement and the nervous system. 

Behcet patients tend to develop 
thrombosis, while severe cases could 
lead to problems in the larger blood 
vessels near the heart doctors said 

Some doctors have expressed 
doubts on whether the disease was 
hereditary. 

But British ophthalmologist David 
Verity, who has been researching 
Behcet Disease in the Middle East, 
believes “there is a genetic back- 
ground to it. and we are trying to find 
which gene causes this disease,” 

The Jordan group is taking blood 
samples from patients in Jordan. 


‘Then, samples are flown to Lon- 
don to find which genes correlate 
with problems the patients have” 
added -Dr. Verity, from London's Sl 
T homas Hospital. 

The Behcet study group is also col- 
laborating with the Japanese, who 
have conducted extensive research 
on tbe issue. 

"We send half of the samples from 
the patients in Jordan to the profes- 
sors in Japan hoping that research 
will progress faster,” Dr. Verity said 

The family of Jordanian Khalil 
Abdul JaliL now 26. said he was 15 
years old when he began to develop 
severe mouth ulcers and to constant- 
ly complain of losing sensation in his 
cold and swollen hands. 

The symptoms were similar to 
those experienced by his uncle and 
his grandfather. 

At 24, Khalil was diagnosed as 
having Bebcet Disease and for the 
past two years, he has been undergo- 
ing therapy in Jordan. 

“When his grandfather began to 


have numerous ulcers in his mouth 
and complained of pain in his joints, 
we attributed it to old age," said 
Khalil’s mother. 

“Bur when Mahmoud, my brother- 
in-law, also started to have the same 
symptoms, we wondered" 

But she said none of her other 
eleven children have had any Behcet 
Disease symptoms. 

Mrs. Seaman said her husband has 
been a fortunate Behcet Disease 
patient because it has not hit him very 
seriously. 

“He has had occasional mouth and 
anal ulcers as well as skin lesions,” 
she said "But his joints hurt all the 
time and he has lost some vision in 
one of his eyes.” 

Most treatment for the disease 
seeks to suppress the immune sys- 
tem, which becomes over-active. 

“If the immune system is calmed 
down, then inflammation does not 
break out so frequently. This makes 
symptoms less aggressive and some 
may disappear.” Mrs. Seamen said. 
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North Korea snubs 


South’s call for talks 


GENEVA fAFPi — South 
Korea's hopes for dialogue 
with Communist North 
Korea were dashed Tuesday 
after Pyongyang refused to 
respond to its proposal for 
bilateral talks before resum- 
in'* a second round of four- 


party peace meetings. 

“We proposed bilateral 
talks yesterday, and hud 
expected to meet them this 
morning. But there hus been 
no response from them and 
so we have no plans to meet 
them now." a South Korean 
source told AFP. 

He had earlier said South 
Korea was hoping to dis- 
cuss “issues related to the 
four-party talks" and not 
bilateral issues. 

A North Korean delegate 
to the peace talks here. Li 
Gun. told reporters 
Tuesday: “This is a place 
for four-party talks and not 
South -North dialogue." 

China, chairing this sec- 
ond round of talks to bring 
peace on the Korean 
Peninsula, was to hold 
bilateral meetings with the 
United States and South 
Korea ahead of the resump- 
tion of four-party talks. 

China is to meet with 
South Korea at midday after 
meeting with the North. 
The full-fledged peace talks 
will begin in the afternoon 
at 3:00 p.m. ( 1400 GMT). 

The four-pany peace talks 
aim to thrash out a perma- 
nent peace treaty to replace 
the current armistice that 
technically ended the three- 
year Korean war in 1953. 

North Korea's chief dele- 
gate. Kim Kse-Gwan. con- 


firmed as he emerged from 
the meeting with China that 
the four parties would mecl 
in the afternoon. 

Asked whether the talks 
would continue Wednesday, 
he said: “We don't know 
about tomorrow. 

A South Korean govern- 
ment official, asked how he 
thought the turns would 
turn out. said: "We are hop- 
ing. but we don't expect any 
progress at the moment." 

“Talks with the North 
Koreans have so far been 
disappointing and really a 
setback from the last round 
of talks." he said. “At least 
in the first round, we smiled 
and cracked jokes." 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin 
said in Washington that 
expectations were “not high 
for breakthroughs in what 
will be a slow and painstak- 
ing effort." 

"We are in for a long, long 
haul." he said, adding that, 
whatever the outcome of 
the talks. Washington does 


not envisage imminent 
withdrawal of 37.000 U.S. 
troops currently stationed in 
South Korea. 

The North Koreans, who 
said they embarked on a 
militarv exercise last w eek 


in response to growing 
threats from Washington. 
Seoul and Tokyo, have con- 
sistently demanded a U.S. 
troop withdrawal from the 
South. 

The second round of four- 
party peace talks opened 
Monday after more than 
five hours' delay, caused b> 
a row between the two 


Koreas over the sealing 
plan. 

The South' Koreans want- 
ed to face __ the North 
Koreans at all meetings, but 
the Pyongyang delegation 
insisted on alternating 
opposite the U.S. represen- 
tatives and those from 
Seoul. 

It is unclear when the 
talks will end. although the 
Chinese said Monday that 
the meeting would go on for 
“at least three days." 

This is the second round 
of full-fledged peace talks 
following a landmark meet- 
ing in December, but the 
first under newly installed 
South Korean President 
Kim Dae-Jung. who has 
called for an exchange of 
special envoys and a possi- 
ble summit with North 
Korea- 

North Korea has yet ro 
reply, and the South had 
hoped for some informal 
contacts to bring up the 
issue at these talks. 

“But the atmosphere is 
not right. One thing good 
and different is that North 
Korea has not publicly- 
denounced President Kim. 
(ike it had done so many 
times before." the Seoul 
official said. 

South Korea's head dele- 
gate. Song Young-Shik. 
proposed Monday setting 
up a joint committee with 
North Korea to implement a 
1991 South-North Korean 
accord aimed at promoting 
reconciliation, exchanges, 
cooperation and non- 
aggression. 


Runoff probable in 
marred Armenian election 


YEREVAN tRl — 
Armenia's acting president 
and his top challenger 
appeared headed Tuesday 
for a second-round runoff 
after elections marked by 
accusations of fraud. 

The central elections 
commission said with 
about a fifth of Monday's 
vote counted Prime 
Minister Robert 

Kocharyan, head of state 
since Levon Tcr-Petro*yan 
resigned last month in a 
row over the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. had 38.9 per 
cent. 

Mr. Kocharyan’* main 
rival. Armenia's Soviet-era 
Communist leader Karen 
Demirchyun. wa* put a: 
27.0 percent. If the trend is 
confirmed, u runoff will be 
held on March 30. 

Bui even before these 
unofficial returns were 
given, the poll was thrown 
into a controversy that 
seemed certain to thrust the 
mountainous republic into 
another political crisis and 
unnerve neighbours in the 
oil-rich Caspian Sea region. 

Six of the ! 2 candidates, 
including Mr. Demirchyan. 
•i/gned a *iati.'mem saying 

the --ote was hopelessly 
marred by fraud and leav- 
ing little doubt they blamed 
Mr. Kocharyan supporters. 

“The entire election 
process has shown that 
there arc large amounts of 
violation, falsification, and 
terror." the statement said. 


"We declare that the extra- 
ordinary * election ■ in 
Armen fa. regardless of the 
results, cannot be consid- 
ered free and fair." 

Mr. Kocharyan's camp 
dismissed the statement, 
saying even if there had 
been some irregularities, 
they were not enough to 
have a big impact. 

“The statement by the six 
candidates is an expression 
of their panic. It is an 
attempt to cast a shadow 
over the election." said 
Agnvyn Vartanyan, a top 
Mr. Kocharyan aide. 

Foreign observer-, and 
neighbouring countries are 
scrutinising the election 
because of sensitivities 
over the nearby Caspian oil 
wealth as weii as concerns 
for Armenian democracy. 

Diplomats sjy Armenia 
— which is landlocked and 
without oil of its own — 
desperately needs a clean 
vote to rebuild its image 
abroad, tarnished by fraud- 
tainted polls in 1995 and 
19 96. 

According to the election 
commission, the unofficial 
turnout Monday was about 
tSO per cent of the 2.2 mil- 
lion-strong electorate in 
Armenia, a poor but smite - 
gieally located country bor- 
dering Iran. Azerbaijan. 
Turkey and Georgia. 

Vote* from the capital 
Yerevan, home to 40 per 
cent of the electorate, have 
yet to be counted. Under 
election rules, if no one 


candidate secures 50 per 
cent of the overall vote a 
runoff' is held two weeks 
after the first round. 

The commission said 
Sergei Badalyan, leader of 
the Orthodox Communist 
Party, was third on 1 8.0 per 
cent of the votes counted so 
far and e\>Prime Minister 
Vazgen Manukyan fourth- 
on 9.7. 

Mr. Kocharyan. Mr. 

Demirchyan and Mr. 

Manukyan are generally 
regarded as the only candi- 
dates with realistic hopes of 
winning the eleciion to 
replace Mr. Ter- Petrosyan, 
forced out last month by a 
nationalist outcry lead by 
the prime minister — a for- 
mer Karubakh leader. 

Mr. Ter- Petrosyan quit 
over his proposed conces- 
sions to Azerbaijan in the 
decade-long conflict 
between the two neigh- 
bours over the disputed Ter- 
ritory of Nagomo- 
Karabakh. 

International observers 
reported some irregularities 
and voter intimidation in 
Monday's voting, and said 
mo*t of it seemed to have 
been committed by Mr. 
Kocharyan supporters. 

But they said it was too 
early to make a definitive 
judgement on the election 
and that counting, which 
they said was the focus of 
cheating in the 1996 vote 
that reelected Mr. Ter- 
Petrosyan. would he cru- 
cial. 



enian official holds a ballot during the counting at a polling station. The Central 
lion Commission said about 60 per cent of the eligible 2.2 million voters had cast 
its by the end of voting (Reuters photo) 



U-S. Secretary of Foreign Affairs Stanley Roth. Deputy Foreign Minister of South 
Korea Young Shik Song. Deputy Foreign Minister of China Chen Jian and Foreign 
Minister of North Korea Kim Kye Gwan (from left to right) hold hands as they pose 
for photographers prior to the opening session of a second round of talks aimed at 
forging a peace settlement between the two Koreas in Geneva (Reuters photo) 


Deposed Cambodian co-premier 
accused of insurrection 


PHNOM PENH l AFP) — 
A Cambodian court heard 
allegations Tuesday that 
aides loyal to co-Premier 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
armed Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas and prepared Stem for 
an attack on die capital. 

Prince Ranariddh went on 
trial for the second time in 
as many weeks Tuesday. As 
with his first trial, the 
prince was absent, having 
dismissed the legality of the 
Phnom Penh military court. 

Prosecutor Sao Sok 
accused the exiled prince 
and three top aides of nego- 
tiating with banned Khmer 
Rouge rebels, bringing ille- 
gal soldiers into the capital 
and arming them. 

Sao Sok said the prince's 
aim was to “overthrow the 
legal government by force” 
and said he would prove his 
accusaiioas with the testi- 
mony of more than 20 wit- 
nesses and evidence." 

But after only 15 witness- 
es. Presiding Judge Ney 
Thol told the prosecutor 
that he had heard enough 
and adjourned the trial until 
8:30 a.m. Wednesday 
<0130 GMTi when he said 
he would announce his ver- 
dict. 

“There have been enough 
witnesses to end the testi- 
mony." he said, ordering the 
courtroom — j packed 
defence ministry audiiori- 
cleared after five- 


urn 


and-a-half hours of lestimo- 


nv. 


Fixe charges have been 
made against Prince 
Ranariddh, his top military 


commonaer 


Nhiek Bun 


Chha*. and two other centr- 


als. Serey Kosal and Chao 
Sambath. 

Chao Sambath was killed 
execution-style after the 
prince's ouster by- 
Cambodia's strongman Hun 
Sen last July. One charge 
comes under a 1981 law 
that provides for the death 
penalty despite a ban on 
capital punishment in 
Cambodia's 1993 constitu- 
tion. Other counts include 
two from 1994 legislation 
banning the Khmer Rouge 
and one from a 1992 law 
relating to organised crime 
and conspiracy. 

The four could be sen- 
tenced to life in prison if 
conv icted. The 15 witnesses 
who testified Tuesday, 
including one self- 
described former Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla Em Rotha. 
told the court that Nhiek 
Bun Chhay had equipped 
the guerrillas and given 
them orders to fight Hun 
Sen's troops. 

“I attended a lot of meet- 
ings in which we were told 
we would fight against the 
second prime minister." Eni 
Rotha said. "When I 
refused my life was threat- 
ened." 

Other witnesses, includ- 
ing several former royalist 
commanders and Prince 
Ranariddh's former military 
adviser, said they had 
known of or received orders 
from Nhiek Bun Chhay to 
move their troops towards 
the capital to fight. 

Pictures of huge quanti- 
ties of confiscated guns, 
ammunition, radios, a tank 
and an armoured personnel 
carrier were on display in 


the courtroom. 

None of the defendants 
were present and Amnesty 
International condemned 
the trial as unfair just before 
it opened. Amnesty noted 
how Chao Sambath. deputy 
chief of the prince's mili- 
tary intelligence unit, was 
killed following the prince’s 
violent ouster. 

“It is farcical that the 
Cambodian authorities have 
brought a court case against 
a dead man but not against 
those who killed him." the 
rights group said in a state- 
ment 

In a separate statement 
from Bangkok. Chao 
Sambaih's widow, who 
recently filed a law-suit 
against Hun Sen claiming 
he was responsible for her 
husband’s death, Tuesday 
also attacked the court's 
decision. 

She appealed -to- King 
Norodom Sihanouk “to put 
an end to this disgraceful 
farce and request an inde- 
pendent investigation of my 
husband's murder in order 
that those responsible for it 
are punished." 

On March 4. Prince 
Ranariddh was found guilty 
of smuggling weapons and 
sentenced to five years in 
prison. Nhiek Bun Chhay. 
was given a four year prison 
term and bodyguard Thach 
Soeung a two-year sus- 
pended sentence. 

Prince Ranariddh has 
insisted his negotiations 
with the guerrillas were to 
end Cambodia's civil war, 
but few observers expect 
anything other than convic- 
tions. 


Russia to expel two Norwegian envoys 


MOSCOW' ■ ArPi — Russia 
■■'ill expei r.vo Norwegian 
diplomat* as a reprisal for 
Oslo*, rr.c*e :o kick out two 
Russian envoy? and declare 
three others personae non 
■zrxae. Interfax nev. . agency 
reported Tuesday citing reli- 
able s*.iurces. 

The foreign ministry would 
neither cpr.firrr. nor deny the 
information, saying only thui 
Norway's Ambassador Per 
Trosei: had net yet been Num- 
mcned to Lie ministry to N? 
officially informed of the mw- 
sures. 

A spokesman for the 
Norwegian embassy was 
unoiaiL&e for comment. 

Russia warned Friday thai it 
ecu id lake “corresponding 
meastmr»“ again** Norwegian 
diploma!- ;r. retaliation for 
0-.io'- decision five davs aco 


to etas srnhavvv attache 


Valon Kotsharev and advisor 
Yevgeny Serebriakov and 

declare three other Russian 
diplomats personae non gratae. 

Norwegian Prime Minister 
KjeJJ Magnc Bondevik post- 
poned a visit to Russia planned 
for this week after the expul- 
sions were announced. 

Last Thursday Oslo accused 
Mr. Kotshurev and Mr. 
Serebriakov of spying, and 
ordered them to “leave the 
country as quickly as possible." 

Three other diplomats for- 
merly in post in Norway were 
declared "personae non 
gratae." They were former 
advisor Alexander Monakhov, 
former attache Igor T«chal\ 
and former • Vice -Consul 
Anatoly Zhigalov. 

Norway said the five 
Russians had been attempting 
“'for several years" to recruit 
Norwegians to work for 


Russian intelligence services. 

Justice Minister Aud-Inger 
Aurer. citing a report by 
Norway's territorial defence 
service. POT. said those they 
had tried to recruit were “polit- 
ical figures." but did not elabo- 
rate. 

Since the end of World War 
IT 45 Soviets or Russians have 
been expelled from Norway. 
Six Soviets were throw n out in 
1977. and other five diplomats 
were asked to leave the country 
six years later while four others 
were declared personae non 
gratae. 

The same year, the Soviet 
Union's military attache in 
Norway was expelled for try- 
ing to recruit a high-ranking 
Norwegian official, while a 
decade later four KGB officers 
were expelled on charge* of 

industrial espionage. 


China welcomes 



Clinton but says 
no dissident deal 


BEIJING (R) — China 
Tuesday welcomed a 
plan by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to visit in 
late June but dismissed 
widespread speculation 
that jailed Chinese dissi- 
dents would be released 
around that time. 

“President Clinton has 
decided to visit China in 
late June. The Chinese 
side welcomes this,” for- 
eign ministry spokesman 
Zhu Bangzao told 
reporters. 

“We believe President 
Clinton's state visit will 
usher in a new era in 
Sino-U.S. relations.” Mr. 
Zhu said. 

Mr. Clinton said last 
Thursday he was moving 
his planned trip to China 
to late June instead of 
November to build on the 
momentum of improving 
Sino-U.S. ties. 

Speculation is rife that 
China may release politi- 
cal prisoners before or 
after Mr. Clinton’s visit. 

But Mr. Zhu dismissed 
the speculation, saying: 
“I believe that on this 
issue there is no deal ” 

“China has rules and 
regulations on granting 
criminals medical parole. 
So long as it conforms 
with the rules and regula- 
tions. we will handle it in 
accordance with the law” 

“We did this in the past. 
We will do it too in 
future.” Mr. Zhu said 
without elaborating. 

China released its best- 
known dissident, Wei 
Jingsheng, on medical 
parole last November, 
weeks after President 
Jiang Zemin's stare visit 
to the United States. 

Asked if the two coun- 
tries would sign any 
communiques. Mr. Zhu 
said: “Currently the 

Chinese and U.S. sides 
actively making 


are 


preparations for this.” 

Mr. Zhu hailed a U.S. 
decision nor ro criticise 
China’s human rights 
record at the U.N. 
Human Rights 

Commission in Geneva 
this month as “wise.” 


Dissident urges China’s 


new premier to pursue 
political reforms 


BEIJING (AFP) — A 
Chinese dissident wasted 
no time Tuesday in urging 
newly elected Premier Zhu 
Rongji to undertake politi- 
cal reforms, a Hong Kong- 
based dissident organisa- 
tion reported. 

In an open letter — a 
copy of which was for- 
warded to AFP by the 
Information Centre of 
Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China — Gui yang-based 
activist Zeng Ning congrat- 
ulated Mr. Zhu on his elec- 
tion and on his string of 
successes in directing 
China's economic policy. 

But he said: "I hope after 
market reforms to the fun- 
damental economic struc- 
ture are in place, you will 
be able to take reform of 
the political structure in 
hand.” 

Mr. Zeng also expressed 
hope that the new premier 


would not suffer the fate of 
Hu Yaobang and Zhao 
Ziyang — reformist lead- 
ers of the 1980s who were 
both purged by more pow- 
erful conservative hardlin- 
ers in the Communist Party 
when their challenges to 
the existing order went too 
far. 

Hu died in April 1989. 
two years after his ouster, 
and Mr. Zhao remains 
under virtual house arrest. 
The latter was disgraced 
for having sympathised 
with pro-democracy 

demonstrators who occu- 
pied Tiananmen Square 
ahead of the army’s brutal 
crackdown on June 4. 
1989. 

The dissident, who is 
employed as a construction 
worker, spent a total of 
seven years in jail for two 
separate “counter-revolu- 
tionary” crimes since 1981- 
the centre said. 


Indian Sikhs banned from holding weddings in hotel, private halls 


NEW DELHI ;AFPi — 
India"* Sikhs were forbidden 
Tucsduv from sea r.c monied 
in hotel* and private nails after 
their richest religious body 
said it «a> blasphemous. 

The Aka! TukhL Sikhdom's 
highest religious body, said 
Sikh* could only many in tem- 
ples cr a! homes, it also 
warned violator* with punish- 
ment — a power the Akal 
Takht traditional!} wields. 

Free senior clerics from the 
Golden Temple. Sikhdom’s 
holies* shrine m the nonhem 
rip.' of Amritsar, announced 


the ban saying nuptials at 
hotels and private halls dishon- 
oured the relittious book of the 
Sikh*. 

The hx>k, the Guru Granth 
Sahib, is worshipped a* a liv- 
ing god. Marriages arc solem- 
nised in front of the text and 
people are not supposed to 
smoke or drink alcohol in any 
room where it i* kepi. 

Khushwam Singh, one of 
India's best-known Sikhs, told 
AFP the ban would be respect- 
ed but added that most people 
failed to find any logic in die 
move. 


"Smoking and drinking are 
not even proscribed in our holy 
text. The ban on smoking and 
drinking came later but it is 
now followed by Sikhs every- 
where." 

Singh, a veteran journalist 
and author, said the move was 
motivated. 

"I think the revenues of the 
gurduaras tSikh temples) are 
falling because nowadays 
many people get married in 
hotels. The hotels were posing 
u challenge to their income.” 

The ageing Singh, who loves 
his "daily tipple” said he was 


"secretly amused by the move. 

“We are notorious for our 
drinking, like the Scots and 
Irish and the Poles. And here 
we have this because it is sup- 
posed to offend Sikh sensibili- 
ties.” 

Sikh businessman 

Gurbachan Singh said the 
directive was “medieval” 

“Why should the Sikh com- 
munity go back when the 
whole of India is getting mar- 
ried in hotels? 

"What will thousands of 
Sikhs in Europe and America 
do where there are few guid- 


waras ? The whole world is 
smoking and drinking „ even 
Muslims. Sikhs should never 
accept this.” 

A spokesman tor Le 

Meridien, a luxury hotel in 
New Delhi owned by a Sikh 
family, said they had decided 
not to accept reservations for 
Sikh wed din gs. 

Sikhs in India number about 
1 7 million and are one of the 
country’s main religious 

minorities. Several thousand 
Sikhs work overseas, mainly in 
Britain, Canada and the United 
States. 
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The United States 
decided against censur- 
ing China, citing 
progress on human rights 
by Chinese authorities. 

Mr. Clinton would be 
in China at a sensitive 
_ time, weeks after the 
ninth anniversary of the 
army’s June 4, 1989 

bloody crackdown on 
student-led demonstra- 
tions for democracy in 
Beijing. 

But it would get Mr. 
Clinton out of the coun- 
try, showing him repre- 
senting the United States 
at an important summit, 
about the same time as 
the Arkansas trial of the 
Paula Jones sexual 
harassment lawsuit 
against him. The trial 
starts on May 27 and 
could last weeks. 

The White House has 
said any fallout from the 
Jones trial had nothing to 
do with Mr. -Clinton 
wanting to go to China 
during an already busy 
travel period. He will go 
to Africa in March, to 
South America in April 
and to Europe in May. 

Last October's summit 
between Mr. Clinton and 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin, the first Sino- 
U.S. summit since the 
1 989 crackdown, pro- 
duced a breakthrough 
agreement that China 
would stop exporting 
nuclear and missile tech- 
nology to Iran. 

The two countries also 
.agreed to work towards a 
“constructive strategic 
partnership” and 

Washington reassured 
Beijing it would not back 
a bid by rival Taiwan to 
rejoin the United Nations 
or declare independence. 

Beijing has regarded 
Taiwan as a rebel 
province since the 
Communists won the 
Chinese civil war and 
sent the defeated nation- 
alists fleeing into exile in 
1949. 
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Ally of Kohl challenger to head 
most populous regional state 


BONN (AFP) — A close 
ally (6 Germany’s would-be 
chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder will take over in 
June as head of the coun- 
try’s most populous and 
industrialised regional 
state. North Rhine- 
Westphalia. 

Wolfgang Clement, 54, 
the state's economy minis- 
ter, will succeed Johannes 
Rau, 67, also a leading SPD 
figure, who announced late 
Monday that he would cut 
short his mandate that ran 
until 2000. 

Mr. Rau announced his 
decision following an 
emergency meeting of 
regional SPD leaders. He 
also recommended that fed- 


eral SPD Secretary General 
Franz Muentefermg, 58, 
succeed him as head of the 
party's North Rhine- 
Westphalia branch. 

Mr. Muentefering is also 
the SPD's campaign man- 
ager for the Sept 27 gener- 
al elections. 

Although the succession 
bad been expected for more 
than a year, Mr. Rau bad 
repeatedly put off making 
an announcement pending 
presidential elections in 
May 1999 when he had 
hoped to stand as the SPD 
.candidate. 

But Mr. Schroeder's 
resounding victory in 
regional elections in Lower 
Saxony earlier this month. 


which put him in the lead as 
SPD candidate, prompted 
Mr. Rau’s announcement 
Monday. 

Mr. Rau bad faced Mr. 
Kohl in legislative elections 
in 1987 but lost 

His decision to resign was 
immediately met Tuesday 
with calls by Mr. Kohl's 
Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) for early 
elections in North Rhine- 
Westphalia. 

“Early elections would be 
the most proper solution so 
that each citizen can decide 
which government it wants 
in Dusseldorf ” the CDU's 
Secretary General Peter 
Hintze was quoted as say- 
ing on public radio. 


Hong Kong asks WHO 
to help fight cholera 


HONG KONG CR) — Hong 
Kong Tuesday called on the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) to help. tackle an 
outbreak of cholera. 

The move on the cholera 
scare comes less than four 
months after Hong Kong 
sought help from the who to 
battle a deadly chicken flu 
that infected humans and 
killed six people. 

Twenty-eight people have 
been confirmed with 
cholera since Saturday, 
including 25 announced 
Monday — all bad returned 
from tours of Thailand ear- 
lier this month. 

Director of ' Health 
Margaret Chan said Hong 
Kong had contacted 
Thailand but said the WHO 
might be best placed to 
press Bangkok on the need 
to combat the problem. 

“We have written to the 
consul-general of Thailand 
in Hong Kong and asked 
them to provide us with 
information,” Ms. Chan told 
a news conference. 

“We have already 
informed the who of the 
cases of cholera found in 
Hong Kong, both local and 
imported, and it is through 
the who network we hope to 
be able to transfer informa- 
tion to the relevant authori- 
ties for them to take control 
measures." 

Hong Kong also has 13 
local cholera cases and two 
from China, giving a total of 


43 cases of the highly con- 
tagious disease. 

While no one has died so 
far, authorities have tried to 
combat the outbreak in this 
cramped territory of 6.6 
million people by boarding 
planes from Thailand to 
check passengers and 
imposing new checks on all 
imported shellfish. 

Are also, distributing 
leaflets on what people 
should do if they feel 
unwell and asking the pub- 
lic to take more care in per- 
sonal and food hygiene 
while travelling abroad. 

The moves have drawn an 
icy reaction from Thai offi- 
cials who have denied the 
presence of cholera in their 
country and accused Hong 
Kong of exaggerating and 
hurting the Thai tourism 
industry. 

But .Tuesday, the tourism 
authority of Thailand said 
Thai health authorities were 
closely monitoring th£ situ- 
ation. 

The-, tourism- authority of 

Thailand is working closely 
with the relevant Thai 
authorities and will fully 
cooperate with the Hong 
Kong government health 
department and the travel 
industry council on any 
measures to protect the 
health of travellers to the 
kingdom,” it said in a state- 
ment. 

Hong Kong's number of 
cholera cases so far in 1998 


dwarfs Che four cases in the 
whole of 1996 and 14 in 
1997, Ms. Chan said. 

“We have holiday makers 
who returned from Thailand 
complaining of vomiting 
and diarrhoea and on labo- 
ratory testing, the organ- 
isms were found to be the 
cholera el tor (01 el tor. 
ogawa) type,” Ms. Chan 
said. 

Tt's not the classical 
cholera, I must emphasise, 
and I think they (Thailand) 
are referring to classical 
cholera.” 

Cholera, an infectious dis- 
ease of the intestines usual- 
ly contracted by drinking 
contaminated water, is 
marked by overwhelming 
dehydration, severe diar- 
rhoea and vomiting. 

Ms. Chan said the el tor 
was a milder form of 
cholera, “but nonetheless, it 
is cholera.” 

Ms. Chan said she was not 
-directing remarks against 
any country, and said the 
1 government ! would not 
require Thais visiting Hong 
Kong to produce any “vac- 
cination certificates'’, nor 
would it stop Hong Kong 
people going to Thailand. 

“The Hong Kong govern- 
ment does not advocate 
people not to travel to any 
country,” she said. 

Taiwan Tuesday warned 
travellers bound foj 
Thailand to take precautions 
against cholera. 



Indonesian students chant anti-government slogans 
during a demonstration at a university in southern 
Jakarta. Students are permitted to demonstrate within 
the campus gates only but the ban allowing protests on 
the streets of the capital is due to be lifted March 18 
(Reuters photo) 


Indonesian police clash 
with Surabaya students 


SURABAYA. Indonesia 
(Reuters) — Three 
Indonesian students suf- 
fered serious head injuries 
in a clash with police 
Tuesday during an anti- 
government protest at a 
state-run teachers' college 
in Surabaya, witnesses 
said. 

They said hundreds of 
students were attending a 
speakers’ forum when some 
of the protesters attacked 
police, who had come 
about 30 metres inside the 
campus gates. 

The .witnesses said three 
students suffered serious 
head injuries and dozens .of 
others minor injuries when 
the police from the local 
east Surabaya district 
fought back. Some students 
threw stones at the police, 
they added. 

One witness said the 
police were ordered onto 
the campus by senior offi- 
cers to disperse the open 
forum because students had 
been criticising President 


Suharto during the heated 
discussion. 

Police were not immedi- 
ately available for a com- 
ment 

Witnesses said students 
later continued their discus- 
sions while police stood 
outside the campus. There 
were no immediate reports 
of arrests. 

It was the third clash 
between students and secu- 
rity forces in Surabaya in 
the past week. 

Meanwhile, open forums, 
each attended by more than 
4.000 students, were held at 
the University of Pancasila 
and University of Mercu 
Buana in the. capital 
Jakarta. A smaller gather- 
ing of around 1,000 stu- 
dents took place at the 
national Islamic institute. 

Students across the coun- 
try have held protests, most 
of them on campus, calling 
for political and economic 
reform as well as lower 
prices of basic commodi- 
ties. 


Kremlin doctors order 


INS denies visa extension 


Yeltsin to stay in bed 


to dead girl’s family 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. immigration officials 
denied Monday a request- 
ed visa extension by the 
family of a Brazilian 
teenager killed in 
Washington by a drunk- 
driving diplomat from 
Georgia in January 1997. 

The U.S. Immigration 
and Naturalisation 

Service (INS) denied a 
request by the family of 
16-year-old Joviane 
Waltrick to stay in the 
United States for at least 
six months to handle $15 
million in civil lawsuits 
filed in the girl’s death, 
the family’s lawyer Mark 
Zaid said in a statement 

The family is seeking 
the money from six defen- 
dants including driver 


Gueorgui Makharadze, 
the Republic of Georgia, 
the Ford Motor Company 
and the Greek restaurant 
where Mr. Makharadze 
had been dining. 

The family has until 
Wednesday to voluntarily 
leave the country, or be in 
violation of U.S. visa 
laws. Mr. Zaid said, 
although he said INS offi- 
cials were willing to 
extend the family’s stay 
for an additional 120 
days. 

He said the family 
planned to file a petition 
requesting the extension 
shortly. 

In addition, INS offi- 
cials would cooperate and 
“permit return to this 
country in parole status” 


to allow the Waltrick fam- 
ily to handle the civil law- 
suits and “other com- 
pelling needs,” INS 
District Director Benedict 
Ferro wrote the family. 

“We are encouraged by 
tile INS’ willingness to 
cooperate with our efforts 
to ensure justice is served 
in connection with 
Joviane Waltrick’s death 
in Washington,” said 
George Doumar, another 
attorney representing the 
family. 

Georgia in December 
waived diplomatic immu- 
nity for Mr. Makharadze 
after a Washington court 
sentenced him to between 
seven and 21 years in jail 
for . involuntary 

manslaughter. 


Snowboarder 
dies in snow 

BREGENZ, Austria 
(AFP) — A 21-year-old 
German snowboarder 
died after flying head 
^ first into a snowdrift 
where he became 
entombed, police said 
Tuesday. 

The snowboarder 
missed the edge of the 
piste Monday in poor 
visibility in the resort of 
Ifen 2000 in western 
Austria, and was unable 
to extricate himself 
after landing in the deep 
snow, they said. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Kremlin 
doctors Tuesday ordered 
President Boris Yeltsin to 
remain partially confined to 
bed all week, forcing leaders of 
12 former Soviet republics to 
cancel a Moscow summit, offi- 
cials said. 

Doctors advised 67-year-old 
Mr Yeltsin to remain at his 
Gorky-9 residence outside 
Moscow to ensure he recuper- 
ates from an acute chest infec- 
tion which has left him hoarse 
and with a heavy cough, the 
presidency said. 

Tbe president's medical 
advisors had met Tuesday and 
“recommended (that Mr. 
Yeltsin) continue his treatment 
in his suburban residence and 
remain partially confined to 
bed,” a Kre mlin statement said. 

Doctors “also recommended 
that tbe president refrain from 
attending all meetings this 
week in order to avoid 
bronchial complications,” it 
added. 

Mr. Yeltsin would continue a 
course of antibiotics and anti- 
inflammaiory drugs, and had 
beet) prescribed hot dfinks and 
cough medicine by doctors, the 
•president's press service 
added. 

The Kremlin chief abruptly 
cancelled all his engagements 
Friday after being laid low by 
the acute chest infection, his 
second such illness in four 
months. 

Financial markets, which 
have in the past oscillated wild- 
ly on reports of Mr. Yeltsin 
falling ill, reacted with calm to 
the news that Mr. Yeltsin would 
be in semi-confinement all 
week. 

Tom Brackenbuiy, an analyst 
with Rinako Plus brokerage, 
told AFP thar “equities were 
slightly depressed" on the 
news “but on quite low vol- . 


Briton moves gate 
to let children 
ride to school 

LONDON (R) — from their garden gale, falls 

Youngsters Huw and Hywel just centimetres short. 
Morris will be able to use So. tbe daily Express 
the school bus again — newspaper reported 

thanks to some hard work in Tuesday, their dad dean 
the garden by their father. plans to lay a new garden 
Huw, 8, and Hywel, 5, path and move the gate to 
lost their daily ride after the other side of the garden 
Caerphilly council in south so that it will be 2.5 km plus 
Wales ruled that only chil- one metre from tbe schooL 
dren living more [ban 2.5 “It’s ridiculous. It’s 
km from school should be bureaucracy gone mad, but 
entitled to free transport. I’m left with little choice. 
The distance to their pri- ihe 37-year-old electrician 
mary school, measured . told the paper. 


urnes." Bonds edged up “on a 
slight anxiety factor,” be added. 

The initial announcement of 
Ml Yeltsin's latest illness 
Friday caused only a ripple on 
the markets, with analysts 
explaining that Mr. Yeltsin is 
no longer the sole guarantor of 
reform in Russia. 

Mr. Yeltsin ordered Deputy 
Prime Minister Ivan Rybkin, in 
charge of relations with CIS 
states, and CIS Minister 
Anatoly Adamishin, to travel to 
CIS capitals to work out a date 
for the rescheduled CIS sum- 
mit 

Officials said the third week 
in April had been provisionally 
earmarked 

Tbe postponement marks the 
second time in two months foe 
summit has been delayed A 
Jan. 23 gathering was can- 
celled on Jan. 6 as Ml Yeltsin 
was recuperating from a previ- 
ous chest infection. 

News of the latest illness 
came just days after Mr. Yeltsin 
insisted that doctors had given 
him a clean bill of health and 
thai the saga of his health prob- 
lems was now a “closed book." 

Mr. Yeltsin’s health has been 
under the spotlight since aides 
hushed up a heart attack he suf- 
fered on the eve of his reelec- 
tion in July 1996, the third 
attack suffered by the Kremlin 
chief in 15 months. 

Although Mr. Yeltsin was 
reinvigorated by quintuple 
heart bypass surgery the fol- 
lowing November, he has been 
prone to infections, suffering 
double pneumonia in January 
1997 and falling victim to a 
chest infection last December: 

The 67-year-old president, 
who has lived almost 10 years 
more than the cunent average 
for a Russian male, has recent- 
ly appeared to tire quickly. 


Gaullist rejects pact 
with extreme right 


PARIS (AFP) — Gaullist 
spokesman Francois Fillon 
Tuesday rejected an alliance 
offer by France's extreme 
right National Front leader 
Jean Marie Le Pen to stop 
tbe left taking control of 
several regions after 
Sunday’s regional polls. 

Mr. Fillon, spokesman for 
the Rally for the Republic 
(RPR), said: “We shall 
□ever accept the band he is 
offering us. There are no 
two ways about it .” 

Speaking .on French 
R v adio, Mr. Fillon said the 
National Front was “in a 
hole*' and vowed: “We shall 
not be the ones to help get it 
out.” 

Monday Mr. Le Pen 
offered his rightwing rivals 
a programme based on the 
lowest common denomina- 
tors of his policies: rejecting 
any tax increase, priority for 
security and “protecting 
French cultural and regional 
identities”. 

Mr. Le Pen said the NF 
would forego its racist- 


tinged insistence on "priori- 
ty for nationals” under 
which French nationals 
would get preference in 
such areas as welfare and 
housing. 

The anti-immigrant, anti- 
Semitic leader said the 
Front was “ready to help 
local councillors who gen- 
uinely want to keep the 
Social ist-Communist 
alliance out of power”. 

In many regions where the 
left has a narrow lead over 
the mainstream right, NF 
support could be crucial to 
stop such regions falling 
under the control of a leftist 
alliance composed of 
Socialists. Communists and 
Greens. 

However, throughout the 
campaign for the regional 
polls, die leaders of the 
Gaullist RPR and tbe more 
centrist Union for French 
Democracy (UDFl vehe- 
mently rejected any alliance 
with Mr. Le Pen’s party. 

Former Prime Minister 
Edouard Bailadur. defeated 


in the greater Paris region, 
the Ile-de-France, and for- 
mer Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard, who lost 
the contest in the 
Mediterranean region of 
Provence-Alpes-Cote- 
d'Azur, have both said they 
will not seek regional 
assembly presidencies for 
fear of winning the posts 
with Front support. 

The regional assemblies 
will vote Friday to elect 
their presidents, with the 
National Front in a position 
to play the role of arbiter in 
many regions. 

Nationwide, the govern- 
ing left coalition totalled 
36.48 per cent of the votes 
compared with 35.06 per 
cent for the mainstream 
right and 15.27 for the NF, 
official results from 
Sunday's vote showed. 

The results from the inte- 
rior ministry did not include 
the Caribbean departments 
of Guadeloupe and 
Martinique, nor French 
Guiana. 


Primakov in Belgrade 
for talks on Kosovo 


Court 

deprives 

father of 

rights, 

setting 

Japanese 

legal history 

TOKYO (AFP) — A 
Japanese court has set 
legal history by depriving 
a father of his parental 
rights for sexually abus- 
ing his daughter, Kyodo 
news agency reported 
Tuesday. 

The family court found 
that the father and his 
friends had sexuaUy 

abused the daughter for 
five years since she was 
about 12 years old, the 
lawyers were quoted as 
telling the agency. 

The court approved the 
prosecution request for 
the father’s parental 

rights to be removed in 
November 1996, but the 
case, filed in April that 
year when the daughter 
was still a minor, was 
only revealed by the legal 
team Tuesday. 

“It is epoch-making as 
it is the first time in Japan 
that a prosecution request 
for depriving someone of 
parental rights has been 
approved,” a lawyer for 
the daughter was quoted 
as saying. 

The abuse came to light 
in October 1995, but only 
the father’s friends 
received summary con- 
victions for forcible inde- 
cency, while he escaped 
punishment, the lawyers 
said. 

Shigehiro Takahashi, 
child wetfare professor at 
Komazawa University in 
Tokyo, told the Tokyo 
Shimbun paper “In 
Japan, parental rights 
have been accepted to the 
extent that if it is your 
child it doesn’t matter if 
you boil or roast it and 
then eat it.” 

The woman, now aged 
20, also received a total 
7.5 million yen ($60,000) 
in an out of court settle- 
ment with three men who 
admitted sexually abus- 
ing her, the lawyers said. 

Such settlements 
between sexual abuse 
victims and their attack- 
ers are common in Japan. 

According to a court 
petition, the father started 
to sexually abuse his 
daughter in 1989, forbade 
her to eat when she failed 
to obey his orders and 
forced her to work late 
into the night at a restau- 
rant. 

Without parental rights, 
the father cannot super- 
vise either the property or 
activities of a child. 


BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny . Primakov arrived 
Tuesday in Belgrade for talks 
with top Yugoslav officials 
over the crisis in the troubled 
south Serbian province of 
Kosovo. 

Mr. Primakov will meet 
Tuesday with Yugoslav 
Foreign Minister Svadin 
Jovanovic and tbe Serbian 
and Montenegrin presidents 
Milan Milutinovic and Milo 
Djukanovic. 

Mr. Primakov will hold 
talks with Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic 

Wednesday before heading 
for Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Croatia and Slovenia 

This month's eruption of the 
crisis in Kosovo, where 90 per 
cent of inhabitants are 
Muslim ethnic Albanians, is 
expected to dominate Mr. 
Primakov's discussions in 
Belgrade, although his visit to 
the Balkans had long bom 
planned. 

About 80 ethnic Albanians 
were killed when Serbian 


MOSCOW (.R) — The com- 
mander of Russia's Mir space 
station overrode automatic sys- 
tems and guided in ' an 
unmanned cargo craft manual- 
ly Tuesday after the vessel 
veered slightly off course, 
space officials said. 

Mission control has been 
especially careful about dock- 
ings with Progress cargo ships 
since a collision last June 
between a cargo tug and foe 12- 
year-old station, the worst acci- 
dent during its long stay in 
space. 

Cosmonauts are still repair- 
ing damage inflicted during 
that incident and one module 
remains sealed off from the rest 
of foe orbiting station. 

Space officials said Tuesday 
the Progress craft, bringing 
cargo, including a vital "set of 
wrenches needed to open a 
hatch, eventually docked 
smoothly with Mir. 

“The cargo craft approached 
Mir up to 22 metres away on 
automatic pilot, and then a 
decision was made to go to 
manual,” Deputy Flight 
Director Yuri Antosbechkin 
told Reuters. 

The change in the cargo 
ship’s course was within allow- 
able norms and its navigation 
system continued to woric. But 
mission control’s flight director 
made the decision as a precau- 
tion, said Mr. Antosbechkin. 

Flight Director Vladimir 
Solovyov said the Progress M- 
38 cargo tug had inexplicably 
Started deviating from its 
course as it approached Mir in 
automatic mode. 

“At first we hoped foe auto- 
matic equipment would correct 
the course, but when foe two 
craft were 15-20 metres from 
each other it became clear we 
should switch to foe manual 


security forces cracked down 
on suspected separatists in 
Kosovo, triggering an interna- 
tional outcry and calls for 
sanctions against Belgrade. 

Mr. Primakov has discussed 
his trip with his counterparts 
from the six-nation "contact 
group” on Yugoslavia, includ- 
ing U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, France's 
Hubert Vedrine and Italy's 
Laraberto Dini, the Russian 
news agency Interfax report- 
ed. 

Russia has urged Belgrade 
to hold talks with Albanian 
community leaders while 
rejecting their calls for inde- 
pendence. insisting on respect 
for the territorial integrity of 
Yugoslavia, which is com- 
prised of Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

Moscow, a traditional ally 
of the Christian Orthodox 
Serbian people, has opposed 
the dispatch of an internation- 
al peace force to Kosovo 
province, which is regarded 
by Serbian nationalists as the 
birthplace of the Serbian stare. 


mode,” he said. 

Commander Talgat 

Musabayev completed the 
docking at 003 1 GMT. 

'There were deviations in the 
angle, but they were not more 
than allowed,” said Mr. 
Antosbechkin. who heads mis- 
sion control's technical analy- 
sis division. “We have contin- 
ued automatic dockings in 
other such instances-” 

Musabayev and engineer 
Nikolai Budarin, in otbit with 
NASA astronaut Andrew 
Thomas, received a new pack 
of wrenches to replace the set 
they broke trying to open a 
hatch id go on a space walk on 
March 3. 

They later found the station's 
best wrench which had been 
misplaced prior to the space- 
walk and found that it opened 
the hatch without a problem. 

Now that foe new backup 
wrenches have also arrived, the 
cosmonauts can go ahead with 
their next space walk, planned 
for April 1, one of four or five 
lined up for next month to con- 
duct a series of repairs. 

Experts on earth have sent up 
a small jet engine which 
Musabayev and Budarin will 
fix to the end of a boom during 
a space walk. 

The small device will help 
orientate foe station and replace 
one that is virtually out of fuel. 

The Progress tug is also 
packed with other supplies, 
Including water, fuel, technical 
equipment, clothing, food and 
letters for the crew aboard tbe 
ageing Mir. 

The hatch cosmonauts use 
for spacewalks continues to 
leak slightly, but mission con- 
trol officials say there are no 
immediate plans to make fur- 
ther repair attempts as it poses 
no significant danger. 


Fears spur last-minute 
change in docking 
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U.N. deserves backing 

THE VISIT of the U.N. secretary general to Jordan 
and other countries in the region comes at a time of 
great emphasis on the role the world organisation 
can play in addressing global and regional issues. 
Kofi Annan comes to an Arab World that highly 
appreciates the role he played in defusing the recent 
Iraq- U.N. standoff, relying on diplomacy, and 
equipped with the grace, understanding and vision 
that should characterise the United Nations and its 
top official. 

In the words of Mr. Annan himself, the Iraq crisis 
“demonstrates how indispensable the United Nations 
can be in the areas of peace and security.” The U.N. 
can also be indispensable in curtailing human rights 
abuses, drug trafficking and working against 
hunger, deprivation among other humanitarian and 
political issues of extreme significance to the world at 
large. 

But in order to fulfil its mission, that world body 
has to be supported. The U.N. can be only as effective 
as its member states want it and help it to be. All 
member states must meet their obligations to it. The 
difficult financial situation in which the U.N. finds 
itself is known to all. It is almost bankrupt. This sit- 
uation has resulted mainly from the larger roles the 
U.N. has been playing in peace keeping and peace 
building. But more importantly, it stems from the 
failure of member states to pay their dues to it. 

Topping the fist of countries that have not hon- 
oured their financial commitments is the United 
States. The US. owes the United Nations about $1.3 
billion in arrears. This is a shocking reality, consid- 
ering the amount of leverage and control 
Washington has over the U.N. The US. cannot, 
should not. continue to enjoy the status it has in the 
world body unless it does what is expected of it as 
member state, with permanent seat on the Security- 
Council and a veto power over all its decisions. 

The lack of funds for the U-N. is reflecting nega- 
tively on many of its institutions. Of direct relevance 
to us is the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
( UNRWA), which is providing vital services to 
refugees in its five areas of operation. The unavail- 
ability of funds has led UNRWA to cut down the ser- 
vices it is offering to refugees. UNRWA's funds con- 
tinue to dwindle. Despite the many pleas the agency 
and its officials have made for more funds so that it 
can continue to carry out its mandate, its budget is 
getting smaller and smaller. This is partly due to the 
notion that started to grow after the signing of the 
Oslo accords that the agency should be gradually 
phased out. This is a flawed and dangerous notion. 
Jordan has repeatedly sounded the alarm about the 
danger inherent in dismantling or crippling 
UNRWA. The agency was established with a special 
mandate to cater to the deeds of the Palestinian 
refugees until their problem is solved. The Oslo 
accords do not solve their problem. The internation- 
al community must honour its commitment to 
refugees and their right to a decent and dignified life, 
ft cannot abandon host countries and their efforts to 
meet the need of refugees until their right to com- 
pensation and/or return is met. The humanitarian 
dimension of the refugees problem has been at the 
centre of Jordan's policies towards refugees. What 
the Kingdom spends on refugees exceeds UNRWA’s 
annual budget of &360 million. Its policy is predicat- 
ed on the principle that refugees must enjoy a digni- 
fied life until their political rights and aspirations 
are realised. The world needs not be convinced of the 
validity, soundness and necessity of this policy. 

The U.N. and UNRWA need, and deserve, the sup- 
port of the international community. Mr. Annan 
brings to the U.N. the credibility and sincerity that 
it has for long been seen to lack. His efforts are worth 
encouraging, his policies worth promoting. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Ra’i's M unes Razzaz said Israeli Minister of Infrastructure 
And Sharon’s threat that Israel will assassinate Hamas leader 
Khaied Mi -ha' a! should be taken seriously. The writer said the 
threat i*. not directed at Misha" ai but rather at Jordan which has 
•■owed ip protect the Misha* al andjias condemned the previ- 
ous attempt on his life. Razzaz pointed out that whenever 
Israel canes out its terrorist attacks like those it executed in 
Tunis. Beirut and Paris it is not in the habit of making an 
announcement about the attack in advance. But since Sharon 
has announced Israel's intention in this case, it is clear that the 
minister is di^rccurding Jordan's dignity or sovereignty and 
fee! - free to issue such threats as if Jordan is under Israel's rule 
and not a sovereign suite, >uid the writer. This, he added, is a 
provocation against Jordan, and against this county's dignity, 
leadership and people. Therefore, he concluded, this threat 
ought to he taken seriously. 

AI Ra’i’s Mahmoud Rimaui attacked a government p/an to ; 
take charge of private sector savings funds as an infringement 
on citizens' rights. By claiming that it is keen on protecting the 
employees* funds the government is ^efuai/y depriving them ■ 
of the right to benefit from their savings accumulated over the j 
> ear* of service in the way they find suitable for their interests. 
noted the writer. He said that if the government proceeds with 
the plan it would be discouraging citizens from saving and 
would ruin the middle class and the limited income groups. He 
stressed that private sector employees do not wish to place J 
their funds under the control of a bureaucratic system, and the j 
covemmem should realise that such a plan would harm the 
process of production and development. He said private sector 
employee', are quite happy to place their savings in the hands 
of their employers which are. unlike the public sector system 
quite capable of managing these savings and investing them in 
income generating projects. The writer said the government's j 
plan runs contrary to the very concept of privatisation. j 


Arab American congressional candidates looking good 


THIS NOVEMBER, a record number of Arab Americans 
will be running for the U.S. Congress. In all. there are 12 
Arab American candidates campaigning for federal posts 
in 10 states. In addition to the' six incumbent .Arab 
American congresspeople (four Democrats and two 
Republicans) seeking reelection, another five I three 
Democrats and 2 Republicans! are seeking their parties' 
nomination to run in the November elections. At the 
same time, a prominent businessman in California. 
Darrell Issa. is running in the Republican primary for the 
U.S. Senate. 

This field of candidates is not only surprisingly large, it 
is notably strong. This should guarantee that when the 
new Congress is sworn in next January, the number of 
Arab American members of Congress should continue to 
grow. 

Among the Arab Americans seeking reelection are: 

Nick Rahall < Democrat- Wesr Virginia! — During his 
22 years in Congress. Rahall has admirably served the 
constituents in his district advocating on behalf of their 
concerns as a member of both the Transportation and 
Resources Committees. He has also emerged as the 
champion of Arab American concerns: sponsoring legis- 
lation. speaking out on issues and providing leadership 
and support to many of the .Arab American organisations. 
He also led both the 1998 Arab American -sponsored con- 
gressional delegation to Lebanon and Syria and the 1996 
Arab American Institute (AAI) observer mission to the 
first Palestinian elections. Rahall will face a Democratic 
challenger in a May primary election. He has no 
Republican opponent in November. 

Ray LaHood iRepublican-IUinoisi — LaHood has no 
opponent in November and chus w ill w in his third term in 
Congress. A long-time aide to his predecessor, former 
Republican Minority Leader Bob Michael. LaHood 
entered Congress well known by his colleagues and 
respected for his experience. He is viewed as one of the 
leading Republican moderate voices in Congress. 
LaHood. is a grandson of Lebanese immigrants. He 
fought against the travel ban to Lebanon and was a part 
of the 1998 Arab American sponsored trip to Lebanon. 
On an earlier visit to Israel. LaHood made news by chal- 
lenging the Netanyahu government's commitment to the 
peace process. LaHood is a member of the Transportation 
Committee where he has helped to address the problem 
of discriminatory treatment of Arab .Americans at U.S. 
airports. 

Pat Danner iDemocrat-Missouri) — Danner is seeking 
her fourth term in a district that has elected her by an 
ever-increasing margin in her previous three elections. A 
granddaughter of Lebanese immigrants, she is an eco- 
nomic conservative with a strong record in support of cut- 
ting the federal budget. Danner has been active in sup- 
porting Arab American concerns and participating in 
comm unit v functions. 


John Elias Baldacd ( De moc rat- Mai ne ) — Although 
only in his second term. Baidacci is already in a leader- 
ship role among congressional Democrats. He is of both 
Arab- and Italian-American descent and active in the 
work of both ethnic communities. Although Baidacci will 
face a challenger in November, he has developed a strong 
base in his district and is expected to win a third term. 

John Sununu (Republican-New Hampshire) — In his 
first term in Congress, Sununu has gained the respect of 
his peers and built a strong base of support in his home 
district. Sununu has one of the most impressive voting 
records on .Arab .American concerns and issues, and can 
be expected to play an ever more significant role in the 
years to come. He may face a strong Democratic chal- 
lenger in November, and his election will be the focus of 
attention for both parties this fall. 

Chris John iDemocrat-Louisiana) — Also in his first 
term. John won a close race in 1996 and is expecting 
another close election this year. John is a moderate 
Democrat, active in Louisiana political and community 
organisations for many years. He has been supportive of 
Arab American concerns and has participated in several 
Arab American community' events. 

These six candidates may soon be joined by some new 
Arab American members of Congress. Among the very 
strong field of Arab Americans running for the first time 
are: 

Teresa Isaac l Democrat- Kentucky) — Isaac currently 
serves as Vice-Mayor of Lexington, the largest city in her 
district. .As a local elected official she has been active in 
addressing Arab American concerns. On the community 
level she helped to build bridges between the Arab 
American merchants and the African American commu- 
nity. Internationally. Isaac supported a successful peti- 
tion drive by Arab American elected officials calling on 
the Secretary of State to end the Lebanon travel ban. She 
also participated in the 1996 AA1 sponsored observer 
mission to the Palestinian elections. There are at least 
nine candidates running in the primary for this Kentucky 
congressional seat, but at this early date Isaac appears to 
be one of the strongest candidates. 

Leslie Touma iRepublican-Michigan) — Touma is a 
former Pentagon official in the Reagan administration. 
She is a "moderate Republican" running against a long- 
term Democrat incumbent. Touma has been active in a 
number of Arab .American community organisations and 
is already generating strong support from Michigan’s 
large Arab American and Muslim communities. She will 
be unopposed in the Republican primary' and has received 
strong support from Michigan's Republican Governor 
and from Spencer Abraham. Michigan's Arab American 
Republican Senator. 

Sarkis Khoury (Republican-Califomia) — Khourv is 
challenging an incumbent Republican congressman, who 
was involved in a personal scandal two years ago. As a 


result, some Republicans believe that the incumbent is 
vulnerable to defeat and have givenHiou^ strong st^ 
port. Khoury is a Lebanese unimgranL U elected he 
would be the first Arab immigrant to hold federal office. 
He has developed a national support-base and has put for- 
ward several position papers on a mdc range of issues 
from domestic economic policy to Middle East foreign 

P The lon^Arab American 1998 Senate candidate is 
Darrell Issa who is running in the California Republican 
primary The current Democratic senator. Barbara Boxer, 
won a close election six years ago and is expected to have 
vet another close race this year. Although Issa is a new- 
comer to politics, he is so far making a very competitive 
showing in this race. Among the Republicans seeking to 
challenge him in November. Issa currently is in second 
place. He is a self-made millionaire and is spending his 
own money in his election. Issa has been active in local 
Arab American community work. He co-chaired the 
Arab American reception at the 1996 Republican conven- 
tion and participated with other Arab American leaders 
when San Diego's City Council declared Arab American 
Day last year. 

Just one month ago. AAI convened its board of direc- 
tors for a national strategy meeting. As part of its two- 
day deliberations the AAI board hosted a dinner discus- 
sion with all six Arab American members of Congress. It 
was an impressive gathering and a helpful meeting. 
Discussions within the family are always important. 
Despite the fact that some of the Arab American members 
at times have taken positions on issues at variance with 
our own. they are an important part of our community 
family and we benefit from their involvement and their 
insights. Some activists in the Arab American communi- 
ty do not understand the need to support other communi- 
ty members and seek to impose strict litmus tests for 
granting such support. Such a view, however, can be 
shortsighted. To build a community and to nurture a fam- 
ily. it is important to develop a long-term mutually sup- 
portive approach. Not every elected official will take, or 
will be in a position to take, the same types of positions 
on all issues. And not all will be equally supportive of 
community activities and concerns. But it has been our 
experience, that all of the Arab American elected officials 
have been eager to be helpful in ways they can and the 
cumulative effect has been most beneficial ro our overall 
work. 

The fact that the Arab American Congressional Caucus 
has grown to include six members of Congress and one 
Senator and will most probably become larger in the next 
year is cause for celebration. But the presence of so 
many qualified Arab Americans running in one year also 
represents a challenge to Arab Americans to work in 1998 
to help elect them and others who will be supportive of 
Arab American concerns in the new Congress. 


Could Europe produce Middle East peace? 


By John V. Whitbeck 

IT IS widely assumed that, with its U.N. 
Security Council veto and its stranglehold 
on the so-called Middle East "peace 
process" the United States can continue 
indefinitely to prevent not just the achieve- 
ment of peace but any serious progress 
toward peace and that the rest of the world 
is powerless. Understandably, this produces 
a sense of hopelessness and despair. 
However, the rest of the world is no: pow- 
erless. All rbal is Jacking is political wjj] 
and the courage to pay more than lip ser- 
vice to international law. 

During the first half of this century, 
before it became the world's sole super- 
power. the U.S. played a major and con- 
structive role in building the structures of 
international law and in opposing ;he ven- 
erable principle that "might makes rich:" 
which it now seems to embrace, in 1958. 
when Britain. France and Israel, three of 
America's closest friends, invaded Egypt. 
President Eisenhower demanded their 
immediate withdrawal, threaten rng sanc- 
tions. At lea*.! then, it was not a question of 
who was doing it to whom, as it has more 
recently been when Iraq invaded Iran or 
Israel invades Lebanon or Turkev invades 
Iraq. At least then, there were fundamental 
principles of international law and conduct 
which had to be respected. 

In 196". Israel conquered and occupied 
portions of the territory of all of its neigh- 
bors except Lebanon fan omission which i: 
has since rectified ». America cheered and 
the long, downhill slide in America's 
respect for international law began. 
Repeatedly over the past three decades.” the 
United States has found itself on the short 
end of 14- 1 votes in the Security Council 
and 160-2 votes ip. the Ger.erai Assembly, 
standing alone in support of Israel: behav- 
ior which the re-t of the world recognises 
as constituting gross and unequivocal i rota- 
tions of the Geneva Conventions and inter- 
national law generally. 

While most Americans may no: notice cr 
care, those who make U.S. government pol- 
icy cun. at the psychological and inte'.ie du- 
al level, have only two possible reaction - to 
America's choice to consistently oppose 
the rc>i of mankind on fundamental :>?urs 
of international law and human rights. 
First, they can accept that America ha.- 
become an “outlaw" state — or. perhaps, a 
“rogue" state, to the splendidly -abjec- 
tive’ epithet which America now r:r.- or. 
those countries it doesn't like. Second, 
they can tell themselves that intcntationci 
law is simply not to be taken sariou-ly i r. 
the real world, a: least by those sufficiently 
powerful to ignore it. The seccr.d alterna- 
tive must be the psychologically more 
acceptable one. In any event, i: is the one 
which seems to have been adopted. 

By the 1 9S0\. America was mining 
Nicaragua's harbours (and ignoring the 
International Court of Justice's condemna- 
tion of it tor doing sot. bombing Libyan 
cities and invading Grenada and Panama 
for reasons so flimsv that it is difficult 


today to remember what they were. When 
the U.S. Congress passed a law requiring 
the closing of die Palestinian Mission to the 
U.N. in New York, in flagrant violation of 
the U.N. Headquarters Agreement, the legal 
adviser to the State Department even pro- 
duced a legal opinion to the effect that sub- 
sequent U.S. domestic legislation takes 
precedence over prior ratified treaties — 
which is a very subtle nuance away from 
telling the rest of the world that the United 
States does not consider itself bound by the 
treaties ro which it is a party. 

The ongoing refusal of the United States 
to pay the massive arrears in its U.N. dues 
and assessments, which constitute a legally 
binding treaty obligation toward 1S4 other 
countries, is consistent with the letter and 
spirit of this legal opinion and reflects a 
contempt for international law so broadly 
absorbed into the American world view that 
it barely elicits comment in the United 
States. In the same spirit, the Clinton 
administration has been trying t without 
successi to obtain the cancellation of 50 
years of U.N. resolutions on Palestinian 
rights and Middle East peace on the 
grounds that, with Israelis and Palestinians 
now talking to each other, international law 
is no longer relevant or helpful. Put simply, 
might makes richt. 


Europe's problem is not powerlessness. It 
carries on substantially more trade with 
Israel than does the United States, and 
Israel's participation in European events as 
diverse as the European soccer and basket- 
ball championships and the annual 
Eurovision song contest provides signifi- 
cant psychological comfort to Israelis who 
still feel isolated in their geographical 
region. Europe's problem is political will, 
but. in the new post-cold war world. 
European subservience to American dic- 
tates should no longer be viewed as a per- 
petual infirmity. 

U.S. Middle East policy, like U.S. foreign 
policy generally, is a function of American 
domestic politics and bears no relationship 
to American "national interests" to the 
extent that, aside from avoiding nuclear 
annihilation. American "national interests'* 
(as opposed to the particular interests of 
panicular American special interest groups) 
can even be said to exist. American politi- 
cians. like most human beings, are motivat- 
ed principally by the desire to remain 
employed, which requires (oris at least per- 
ceived as requiring) not offending any rich 
and powerful special interest group. While 
not actively hostile toward Middle East 
peace. American politicians from President 
Clinton on down rank it in priority well 


When, in effect, Israel and America spit in their 
faces and do as they please, the Europeans turn 
the other cheek, returning on the next occasion to 
steadfastly affirm what international taw requires 
and to be rebuffed yet again. It is a process which 
ultimately diminishes respect for the very 
principles of international law which the 
Europeans seek to affirm 


Europeans, on the other hand, still tend to 
**iew international law as having an impor- 
tant role to play in taking the world a bet- 
ter piace. When they join the rest of the 
world in opposing Israel and the United 
States at the United Nations, it is not 
becau-c they dislike Israelis and Americans 
i quite the contrary) but because thev 
believe it is important to affirm and support 
basic principles of international law and 
human rights and to take a clear position 
tor right against wrong and for justice 
against injustice. 

Yet. at least until now. they have seen 
their role as ending there. When, in effect. 
Israel and America spit in their faces and do 
as they please, the Europeans tum the other 
check, returning on the next occasion to 
steadfastly affirm what international law 
require.- and to be rebuffed yet again. It is a 
process which ultimately diminishes 
respect for the very principle- of interna- 
tional law which the Europeans seek to 
affirm. 


below their personal job security and will 
always do so. 

After much hesitation, the U.S. govern- 
ment opposed apartheid in South Africa 
and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia because sig- 
nificant domestic constituencies apposed 
them and lew Americans dared to speak out 
in favour of them. The U.S. government 
continues u> give unstinting support to 
apartheid and ethnic cleansing in Israel and 
Palestine because the most powerful of all 
domestic constituencies supports them and 
virtually no Americans dare to speak out 
against them. There is no reason to hope for 
a Second American Declaration of 
Independence or for anv constructive 
American role in the Middle East. 

For Europe, on the other hand, the Middle 
is hs “ow n backyard" and peace and 
stability in the Middle East are fundamen- 
tal national interests. The "European Union 
Call lor Peace in the Middle East” issued 
by the Heads ol State or Government of the 
European Union at their June 1997 


Amsterdam summit proclaimed that “The 
peoples of Europe and the Middle East are 
linked by a common destiny - * and that 
"Peace is possible, necessary and a matter 
of urgency in the Middle East” and listed 
"respect for the legitimate aspiration of the 
Palestinian people to decide their own 
future” "the exchange of land for peace” 
and “the non-acceptability of the annexa- 
tion of territory by force’' among the “foun- 
dations of peace.” In addition, domestic 
political pressures which would oppose 
taking positions consistent with interna- 
tional law. basic principles of human rights 
and national self-interest are much weaker 
in Europe than in the United States. The 
time may soon be ripe for a principled and 
self-interested European Declaration of 
Independence. 

Imagine that the 15 nations of the 
European Union were to belatedly adopt 
the Eisenhower Principle and to issue a 
joint declaration to the effect that, if Israel 
has not complied with international law and 
U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
425 and withdrawn to its internationally 
recognised borders by a specified date (say. 
six months hence), the European Union 
would have to consider the imposition of 
economic sanctions against Israel, includ- 
ing the banning of all aviation links 
between Israel and the European Union 
countries. 

America's two 1997 vetoes supporting 
Israel's huge new illegal settlement con- 
struction at Jabal Abu Ghneira/Har Homa 
have sent the Netanyahu government the 
clear message that it can do whatever it 
wishes, including destroying the world's 
hopes for Middle East peace, without fear 
of any adverse consequences. Such a 
European declaration would send the oppo- 
site message with thunderous resonance. It 
is unlikely that sanctions would ever have 
to be imposed, since, as in 1956, Israel’s 
politicians could honestly recognise and 
convincingly explain to their electorate that 
such a small country cannot refuse to com- 
ply with such an ultimatum. 

While such a declaration would not make 
Middle East peace inevitable, it would, 
overnight, make it likely. By forcing Israel 
to do the right thing” and thereby liberat- 
ing Israelis from the role (so tragic in light 
of Jewish history) of oppressors and 
enforcers of injustice, European govern- 
ments would be showing more genuine 
concern for the long-term welfare of Israel 
and Israelis than the unthi nkin gly and 
abjectly subservient American government- 
They would also revive respect for interna' 
tional law generally and for Europe as an 
independent force in world affairs. 

Is this merely a dream? Is this unimagifl- 
able in the real world? Or might Europe 
finally summon up the political will and the 
courage of its convictions to utter the word* 
which could produce peace in the Middle 
East? 

The writer is an international fav/yef 
cased in London. He contributed && 
article to the Jordan Times. 
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Israel hangs tough against U.S., Britain 


By George S. Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON — Israel has just won two 
significant skirmishes against the United 
States and Britain in their uphill battle to 
revive the anaemic Middle East peace 
process. 

The latest Israeli triumph was scored 
against British Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook during his current mission in the Mid- 
dle East and on the eve of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s talks here with President Clinton 
on Thursday. 

Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
government was adamant against publica- 
tion of the Clinton administration of its 
much-discussed “plan" foT energising the 
stalled peace talks between the Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

It had sent two senior emissaries. David 
Bar-Dan, the Israeli government spokesman, 
and Dr. Uzi Arad Netanyahu's national 
security advisor, for a round of talks earlier 
this month with U.S. congressional leaders 
and prominent journalists, reporters and 
columnists, in what turned out to be a suc- 
cessful effort to shelve the so-called Ameri- 
can plan. 

The Israelis, and some leaders of the Amer- 
ican Jewish community, argued — in private 
meetings and advertisements — that they 


were apprehensive the Clinton administra- 
tion was contemplating an “imposed solu- 
tion" because Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has managed to block any progress in 
anticipation of American pressure against 
Israel. 

Three leaders from the American Jewish 
community, led by the Anti-Defamation 
League’s Abe Foxman. called on Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright on March 3. 
Publicising the "American plan," they said, 
according to the usually well-informed syn- 
dicated columnists, Rowland Evans and 
Robert Novak, would undermine Netanyahu 
and distract the United States from uncom- 
pleted business with Iraq’s Saddam Hussein. 
’ Albright was in a dilemma, the columnists 
reported, and her only way to overcome 
Netanyahu was to have the support of Clin- 
ton aad his national security advisor. Sandy 
Berger. “Instead." the columnists wrote, 
“they were lending under Netanyahu’s pub- 
lic relations offensive." Albright backed 
down. 

The British foreign secretary also felt the 
sting of Israeli pressure and he. too, backed 
down from his earlier plan to visit the Israeli 
settlement in Arab East Jerusalem accompa- 
nied by Palestinian officials. He will go to 
Jabal Abu Ghenim or Har Homa. the settle- 
ment that was responsible for derailing the 


peace process last March, in the company of 
an Israeli delegation. 

While the verbal duel between Cook and 
Israeli officials were under way, the U.S. 
State Department entered the fray. The State 
Department spokesman told a briefing for 
reporters, “It’s a shame that it‘s overshadow- 
ing the other parts of the (Cook) trip." More 
significantly. U.S. officials did not give any 
public credence to comments by Cook that 
he was seeking regional support of a new 
U.S. plan that has" yet to be unveiled by 
"Washington. 

Cook, whose country currently holds the 
European Union's rotating presidency, had 
earlier announced that he was visiting Har 
Homa “to register the anxiety of Britain and 
the European Union at the expansion of set- 
tlements." There were hopes here that con- 
sidering Britain had backed the United 
States in the recent standoff with Iraq, it 
would have won the Clinton administration's 
backing for a simultaneous European Union 
initiative in the Middle East. 

Another complicating development that is 
expected to blur the focus of President Clin- 
ton and King Hussein on the peace process 
this week is the comment by the haw’kish 
Israeli leader. National Infrastructure Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon, that his country is still 
determined to kill the Hamas leader after its 


abortive attempt in Amman last year. 

Astonishingly, this followed highly publi- 
cised exchange visits berween Sharon, who 
was instrumental in the release of the two 
Israeli agents captured in the bungled bid to 
kill senior Hamas leader Khaled Misha’aJ, 
and HRH Crown Prince Hassan who took a 
Jordanian delegation to Tel Aviv. 

King Hussein has said that after the 
attempt on Misha’aJ’s life he had considered 
breaking off relations with Israel. It is doubt- 
ed here that King Hussein would dismiss the 
Sharon comments as insignificant but this 
may give the Arab monarch more ammuni- 
tion to his expected call on the Clinton 
administration to spell out publicly its think- 
ing on the Middle East. 

But a respected Arab-American scholar has 
expressed doubt that the United States is 
going to be able to do much before the next 
Israeli election. 

Dr. Shibley Telbami, who holds the just- 
establjshed Anwar Sadat Chair for Popula- 
tion, Development, and Peace at the Univer- 
sity of Maryland, and a senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution, was speaking at the 
Centre for Policy Analysis on Palestine here. 
He said: “The Untied States is not going to 
deliver what a lot of people expect in the 
region. It is not going to happen. There is no 
political environment here that is capable of 


putting pressure , on either (Palestinian or 
Israeli) party in a serious fashion to clinch a 
deal that is acceptable to both. There is no 
strategic incentive for the U.S. to do it at the 
moment and domestic vulnerability makes it 
less likely." 

A better alternative, he suggested, is 
whether the Clinton administration can work 
on bolstering the Palestinian side, maintain 
the confidence of the Israeli supporters of 
peace and “buy time until an opportune 
moment emerges." 

Dr. Telhami thought the United States 
could, for example, “create a lot of goodwill 
by elevating the Palestinian-U.S. relation- 
ship ... that would be seen as a confidence- 
building measure." * 

Another step the United States could take, 
he continued, is to focus on areas that both 
sides have in principle agreed upon but not 
implemented. He pointed to the case of the 
Gaza airport and port, and free passage 
between the West Bank and Gaza. 

“This would have a huge impact on the 
ground, it would bolster the Palestinians on 
The shon term and it would not alienate polit- 
ical parties in Israel,” he said, adding, “that 
does not mean that you stop working on 
issues of pushing for the withdrawal within a 
framework and tying that to final status 
negotiations ... whose deadline is next year." 


Remembering a gifted spirit 

k By Jnmana Abu Hannoud 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The family of Palestinian artist, 
musician and actor Fakhry Hani Jawharieh on 
Sunday marked die first anniversary of his 
untimely rfcato in New York last yean 
Close friends met at the house of his mother, 

Janette, and discussed plans to gather Fakhry 's 
writings and sketches and publish them in a 
book dedicated to his rich talents and his short 
but full life. Fakiuy was 21 when he died sud- 
denly of a heart attack on March 13, 1997 while 
in the U.S. participating in a theatre programme. 

"God is particular to whom he bestows his 
gifts," said one childhood Mend, “Fakhry for 
one, is a legendary kind of spirit that only comes 
once in a while." 

He was a distinguished stodent of fine arts and Fakhry Hani Jawharieh 

drama at Beirut's Lebanese American Universi- 
ty (LAU) before joining the creative arts team at and clay masks moved people to think beyond 
University of New York under a theatre pro- ^ fonfcujans, they said, 
gramme called "Crossing the Bridge, “He could play heavenly music with anv 

Project Director Jim Mimqpe said Fakhry was iasaumeat he ever picked up," said one artist ' 

a vital member in the programme, an anempt to Hk rhrarriral performances, in both Arabic 
see.rif Palestinia n, Jor da n ian , Arab-Isradi and •, and English , 1 included: “And Another Day Goes 
Israeli theatre artists could look beyond their By" and “A Commemoration for May 5th" 
shared blood, sorrow and despair that separated which was performed in Beirut and Morocco, 

them for years and come together to reflea all He also designed and constructed sets in plays 
these elements in a play. including “All Mv Sons," “Sex. drags and rock 

“Many of the artists found it difficult to be part ^ ro n;- -Two men and a donkey," and “Sup- 

of something that would force them to deal with pressed Desires." 

‘the enemy,’ or to be branded a traitor since they [n 1995 , Fakhry directed a children's school 
all suffered from the pain of losing someone in play at Amman's A1 Wataniah Schools, helping 

this (Arab-Israeh) struggle," Minione told the children express themselves freely through 
Jordan Times during a recent visai to Amman. drama. 

He described Fakhry as “the artist of the new When be died, children at the school were 

generation, the new Palestinian and a new phe- deeply moved, sendings tens of messages of 

nomenon with a very old soul." condolences to his sister, Hiba, who teaches at 

FcrFakhiy. the Joss was more painful since his theschooL 

father was kjJkd by a bombshell that landed near Fakhry translated Muin Bseiso’s “Samson and 

him while he was filming a dcvximemaiy on war Delilah" and directed it in New York in 1996 
in the mountains of Lebanon. Fakhry, then, was with the actors of the “Crossing the Bridge" pro- 

only 10-month-Old. gramm e. 

Relatives say his father’s death spurred him to Haitham Dahlan, one of his closest Mends, 
speak out whenever he faced injustice. described him as “the man of the streets, the 

In one of his writings, be said: “L for one, streets of Beirut knew him welL" 

I know of no sweeter sight for a man's eyes than "Fakhry was extremely popular- he influ- 
his own country.” He decided to continue his enced the lives of all those who came to know 

father's legacy in using art to convey messages him. He was a fighter, an adventurer, and a faith- 

as the late Hani Jawharieh said: "Through the fid Mend with a great sense of humour." Dahlan 

still and moving picture we can commimicare toe said 

concept and propagate the ideas of the revolution “He held our hands for a little virile, but he 
to tbe masses and preserve its continuity.” holds our hearts forever" 

During his short life span, many artists and Fakhry remains a free immortal spirit, accord- 
politicians said, Fakhry, who had no interest in ing to his mother. His poetry is proof “My 

political theory and rhetoric, achieved what mind is free. My be&rE a sea. The canvas is my 

diplomats could only talk about best friend Death woo’r be my end I’ll still be." 

His eloquent style, wisdom, drawings, writings 



Cook meets Palestinians at Jabal Abu Ghneim 


(Continued from page 1) 

in the peace process, but not in 
place of direct calks with the 
Arabs,” be said. 

In addition to the Jabal Abu 
Ghnejrn dispute, Israel has strcxrg- 
ly rejected a peace plan being pro- 
moted by Britain as the current 
president of the European Union 
which demands that Israel cany 
out “significant" and “argent'* 
troop withdrawals from the "West 
Bank and halt settlement building. 

Some analysts suggested 
Israel's strong reaction 10 Mr. 
Cook was above aC a message to 
tbe Untied States, which is consid- 
ering going public with a similar 
initiative to break, the deadlock. 

US. Resident Bill Clinton’s 
proposals reportedly would 
involve Israel withdrawing from 
an additional 13 per cm of the 
West Bank and feezing settlement 
growth in exchange for specific 
Palestinian action against armed 
activists. 

“This crisis shews Israel’s total 
int ernati onal isolation and bodes 
iD for when Clinton is expected to 
announce Ms peace proposals at 
the end of toe month" said the 
political commentator for brad’s 
Channel Two television. 


When asked by reporters about 
Netanyahu's decision to cancel tbe 
dinner ceremony. Mr. Cook sakk 
-Tm not sorry to have lost a din- 
ner. I've had three four-course 
meals already since I came to toe 
Middle East. It is something of a 
mercy 10 be spared of a further full 
meal" 

Me Cook began his whirlwind 
visit to Israel and the Palestinian 
areas Tuesday by offering the 
Palestinians a rauM-nnlhcwkjBar 
security package to improve the 
fight against terrorism. 

The security aid package comes 
as a sweetener for a European ini- 
tiative pushed by Me Cook, who 
also called on Israel id halt tbe 
expansion ctf Jewish settlements in 
a bid to end the year-long dead- 
lock in the peace process. 

After meeting Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat in Gaza City. 
Me Cook announced that the 
European Uni 00 (EU) and Pales- 
tinian National Authority (PNA) 
would create a committee "to 

cooperate and exchange informa- 
tion to improve security” 

- Europe would provide overlive 
miffinn pounds ($83 minion) to 
train Palestinian security forces so 
they can “demonstrate a 100 per 
cent comramriem” in the fight 


against anti-Israeli militants, he 
said 

The security aid package is 
directed to address Mr. 
Netanyahu's demands that the 
Palestinians launch a stronger 
offensive against anti-Israeli mili- 
a tains as a precondition to any 
progress in the peace process. 

But Me Netanyahu has in the 
past strongly rejected die other 
proposals Me Cook is bringing, 
particularly a hall in toe expansion 
of settlements and full implemen- 
tation of a three-stag? troop rede- 
ployment in the West Bank. 

Tbe British diplomat, speaking 
in a press conference with Me 
A rafat insisted Israel must call a 
halt to building new homes for 
Jewish settlers in toe Palestinian 
territories in. order to hreak the 
enduring deadlock. 

“I [will] express toe anxiety of 
the European Union about toe 
expansion of settlements and our 
insistence that there must be a halt 
to such expansion if the peace 
process is to thrive," Me Cook 
said. Before heading from Gaza 
Coy to Jabal Abu Ghneim, Mr. 
Cook insisted on Ms right to visit 
the she. “Tam going. I wiD see it 
for myself and 1 will make our 
message clear" he told journalists. 


Despite international efforts, 
Cyprus to remain divided 


By G.H. Jansen 

LAST WEEKEND at a 25-nation summit in 
London and a foreign ministers meeting in Edin- 
burgh, the European Union agreed that talks for 
the entry of the divided island of Cyprus should 
proceed as planned on March 31st. This deci- 
sion was taken in spite of the fact that the Turk- 
ish Cypriot community will not be represented 
on die Cypriot negotiating team and the prospect 
is poor for the entry of a unified Cyprus. 

Cyprus accession to the EU was meant (o bring 
together the two communities on the island, sep- 
arated since mainland Turkey occupied the north 
in 1974, and to give impetus to U.N.-brokered 
talks for a settlement based on a bizonal, bicom- 
munal federation. It was hoped that entry talks 
would proceed in parallel with settlement talks 
and reunification would dovetail with member- 
ship. Instead EU entry has been added to the list 
of serious issues separating the two sides. 
Indeed, it has become a casus belli for Turkey 
and the Turkish Cypriot leadership. A develop- 
ment which could plunge the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean and the Aegean into a new Graeco-Turk- 
ish war. 

This is because, for a variety of reasons. 
Turkey was excluded from the list of 1 1 candi- 
date members for accession in the first and sec- 
ond phases of EU expansion. Turkey was not 
included because of its occupation of the north- 
ern third of Cyprus, its violent confrontation 
with its Kurdish minority, its poor human rights 
record and its problematical economy. Further- 
more, many EU members fear a flood of Turkish 
migrant workers if tbe gates to Europe were 
thrown open after Turkish accession. 

The Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash was 
so incensed over the EU’s mid-December deci- 
sion that he promptly declared a boycott of all 
contacts with the EU and its officials. In addi- 
tion, Denktash has refused to return to the settle- 
ment talks stalled since he withdrew in August: 
banned bicommunal contacts; imposed visa fees 
on everyone travelling to the breakaway ‘Turk- 
ish Republic of North Cyprus” iTRNCi, recog- 
nised only by Ankara, from the universally 


recognised republic of Cyprus. 

He adopted these measures to make the point 
that the TRNC was a separate entity and was not 
prepared to follow the Greek Cypriot south of 
the island into the EU unless his conditions were 
met. These are that the TRNC should be grant- 
ed recognition and full equality with the Greek 
Cypriot-majority republic and that Cyprus 
should not enter the EU until Turkey does. Both 
of these conditions have been rejected by the 
Greek Cypriots, the EU and the international 
community. 

Faced with rejection Denktash has spoken, 
menacingly, of possible conflict between the 
“two states." 

Denktash’s obstructionist behaviour flatly con- 
tradicted the invitation put forward by Cyprus 
President Glafcos Clerides to the Turkish Cypri- 
ots to participate fully in the EU accession team 
and his pledge that their interests would be taken 
into account in the negotiations. What must 
have angered Denktash was that it was always 
understood that such participation would not in 
any way imply diplomatic recognition of the 
secessionist TRNC or of Denktash *s administra- 
tion. Thus, it was inevitable that he would reject 
this invitation to take part in a joint delegation. 

Relations between Turkey and the Turkish 
Cypriots and the EU and its members seem to be 
deteriorating day by day. Last ‘week Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz launched an attack 
on Germany, claiming that it was the “architect 
of discrimination" against his country. IlJogi- 
cally he alleged Bonn's policy of banning an 
eastwards expansion of the EU compared with 
Hitler's Tebenstraura” policy of eastern con- 
quest. Yilmaz’s remarks must be seen as being 
inspired by the near-hysterical reaction of the 
pro-Western elite over their country’s rejection 
— for the time being — by Europe. For the ulti- 
mate goal — political, economic and, above all, 
psychological — of Westernised Turks is to 
belong to Europe and to be considered Euro- 
peans. Germany has responded calmly to what 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has called Yil- 
maz’s “exaggerated remarks." 

This month there are two red letter days which 


could exacerbate tensions berween Turkey and 
the EU and Turkish and Greek Cypriots. The 
first is the 24th when candidate states meet once 
again with EU members to formally launch the 
accession process, and the 31st when entry talks 
actually begin. Denktash has threatened to 
“integrate" bis TRNC into mainland Turkey on 
the latter date if talks with the Greek Cypriot 
majority republic commence. 

Unfortunately the dozen-odd international 
mediators who were supposed to martial their 
efforts to achieve a Cyprus settlement ahead of 
EU accession, have been sidelined or put off by 
this confrontation. So it looks like the much her- 
alded “big push" for a federal solution will never 
materialise and Cyprus will remain divided — at 
least until Turkey makes up with Europe and 
Rauf Denktash, who has modelled his career on 
that of Mohammad Ali Jinnah. the creator of 
Pakistan, is no longer on the Cypriot political 
scene. To Denktash, it does not matter that a 
majority of Turkish Cypriots long for a settle- 
ment, that 90 per cent want to join the EU land 
more than half are prepared to do so ahead of 
Turkey ). Denktash wants to stay the “Father of 
the Turkish Republic of North Cyprus” whatev- 
er the cost to his own people. 

For ordinary Greek and Turkish Cypriots the 
collapse of settlement negotiations, the boycott 
of the EU and Denktash’s freeze on bicommunal 
contacts are tragic developments because during 
1997 there was a great flowering of relations 
between the two communities. Greek and Turk- 
ish Cypriots, met to talk, sing, eat and dance; 
they discussed business deals, worked out-how 
to unify their diverging legal systems and to pre- 
serve their common environment, went on pil- 
grimages to holy sites across the dividing Green 
Line. People-to-people the Cypriots were, once 
again, becoming used to each other and interest- 
ed in each other's concerns ahead of reunifica- 
tion and a common future in Europe. And this is 
particularly tragic because the mainland Turkey 
is acting our of disappointment and pique rather 
than according to a rational policy. And Ankara's 
pique serves Denktash’s separatist ends. 


Palestinian child dies five days 
after being shot by Israeli soldiers 

Tbe officer shot the 21-year- 


OIC foreign ministers 
wrap up meeting in Doha 


I Continued from page 1) 

It said 25 of toe 5 1 fatalities were 
children under toe age of 10 . 

The rubber-coared bullets 
were designed for non-Ie&al 
anti-riot use but can be fatal if 
fired from a short distance. 

The army claims these are 
non-Ietoal weapons but they are 
not, and Israel must hah toe use 
of them,” said a spokeswoman 
for Betselem. 

More than 100 Palestinians 
woe injured in the Wjst Bank 
during five days of rioting which 


(Continued from page 1) 

than 135 million refugees reg- 
istered with UNRWA. Tbe 
ageocy counted another 
800,000 Palestinians as either 
displaced persons from, or fol- 
lowing, the 1967 war, and 
returnees who were forced to 
flee the Gulf countries because 
of tbe 1990 crisis. 

Dl Ensour also said that Jor- 
dan planned to stress during 
Me Annan's visit the need for 
speeding up toe work of the 
multilateral group on refugees. 

Set up in Moscow to 1992 
following the launching of 
Arab- Israeli peace talks at the 


followed toe slaying of toe three 
Arab construction workers by 
Israeli soldiers. 

The soldiers opened fire on a 
van carrying 12 Palestinian 
workers home to the Wtest Bank 
from day jobs to Israel when the 
vehicle struck an officer ai an 
aimy checkpoint near Hebron. 

Meanwhile, Israeli military 
police have launched an investi- 
gation into a reserve officer who 
shot and seriously wounded a 
Palestinian with live ammuni- 
tion during a protest on tbe West 
Bank, officials said Tuesday. 


1991 Madrid conference, the 
multilateral working group on 
refugees is one of five working 
groups in the multilateral 
phase of the peace process. 

It includes delegates from 
Jordan, the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA), Egypt, 
Israel the U.S., Russia and 
Canada. 

Other working groups deal 
with water, the environment, 
regional economic develop- 
ment, and arms control. 

Delegates have agreed that 
the working group on refugees 
has achieved the least so far 
because of differences over the 
thorny issue of the definition of 


old Palestinian in the back dur- 
ing stone-throwing clashes 
between Arab protesters and 
Israeli troops near Bethlehem cm 
Sunday night Troops were 
under orders to use only rubber- 
coated anti-riot bullets during tbe 
disturbance and toe officer ini- 
tially failed to report that he had 
used live ammunition, an army 
Spokesman said. “After an inter- 
nal enquiry it was determined 
that tbe officer opened fire with 
live ammunition,” be said. 


sons.’’ 

While the Arabs agree on 
considering “displaced per- 
sons" all Palestinians driven 
from their homes to 1967 
along with their wives, chil- 
dren born afterwards, and rela- 
tives who were not to tbe terri- 
tories at the time of the war, 
Israel has used much stricter 
. criteria to tbe counting of dis- 
placed persons. 

The adoption of a definition 
will determine who holds toe 
right to return and/or compen- 
sastion as upheld by UJM. Res- 
olution 194. 


(Continued from page 1) 

“closely cooperate" with 
U.N. disarmament experts 
and also reaffirmed its com- 
mitment to Iraq’s sovereign- 
ty and its solidarity with the 
Iraqi people. 

The ministers said Bagh- 
dad should “abstain from 
use of its military forces for 
aggressive ends or provoca- 
tion to threaten its neigh- 
bours or hinder U.N. opera- 
tions in Iraq." 

Iraq should also “fully 
cooperate" with the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross to free Kuwaiti pris- 
oners of war and civilians or 
citizens of other countries, 
they said 

Kuwait accuses Iraq of 
still holding 600 prisoners it 
seized during its August 
1990-February 1991 occu- 
pation of the emirate, while 
Baghdad denies holding 
them in its prisons or having 
any information on their 
fate. 

On die Serbian crackdown 
on the ethnic Albanian sepa- 
ratists in Kosovo, the con- 
ference said it “strongly 
condemns the large-scale 
repression of Muslim resi- 
dents of Kosovo and human 
rights violations by the fed- 


eral republic of Yugoslavia 
[Serbia and Montenegro] to 
encourage them to leave." 

More than 80 ethnic Alba- 
nians have died in Belgrade 
military operation during 
the last two weeks. 

As for Libya, the OIC 
called for the U.N. Security 
Council “to immediately 
suspend sanctions imposed 
on Libya" pending the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice’s decision on the 1988 
bombing of a U.S. airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland 
which killed 270 people. 

The U.N. embargoes on 
aims and air travel are to 
force Libya to extradite to 
Britain or the United States 
two men suspected of plant- 
ing the bomb. Tripoli has 
demanded that the two sus- 
pects be tried in a "neutral” 
country. 

In addition, “the massive 
and unceasing human rights 
violations” by India in the 
Muslim-majority regions of 
Jammu and Kashmir were 
condemned. The OIC for- 
eign ministers began their 
25th convention Sunday. 


Annan arrives in Amman 

“refugees" and “displaced per- 
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Industrialists protest amendments to AFM fees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman Chamber of 
Industry (Adi sent a memorandum Tues- 
day to Jordan Securities Commission iJSCl 
Chairman Michel Mario protesting amend- 
ments to the stock exchange regulations 
which raised the listing fees on public share- 
holding companies from JD2 for every 
10.000 dinars to JD1 for every one thousand 
dinars. 

The memorandum also protested limiting 
the ceiling of fees for the registration of 
securities at the stock exchange, known as 
the Amman Financial Market (AFM). 

In its memorandum, the ACJ said that rais- 
ing the fees by almost fivefold is bound to 


increase the financial burden on the compa- 
nies especially those which are going 
through difficult financial situation. 

The memorandum noted that according to 
the amendments, companies are allowed a 
fixed period of time to adjust to the new reg- 
ulations but this condition is bound to create 
a confusion to these entities. 

The major increase in listing fees and the 
absence of a ceiling for fees on securities can 
only have an adverse effect on the national 
companies and are bound to reduce the 
opportunities for marketing and competition, 
according to the memorandum*. 

It said the AC I supports moves to develop 


and restructure the AFM provided that such 
development does not involve raising fees 
on companies. 

The chamber's memorandum put fonh the 
follow ing proposals to be considered by the 
JSC to address this situation: 

1. Fees should be imposed on listed com- 
panies on the basis of trading value rather 
than on the nominal value of the fixed 
shares. 

2. Fees could be linked to the volume of 
profits 

3. Fees on listed securities can be appro- 
priated to the initial volume of trading and 
can be increased gradually and reasonably 


over the years 

4. Fees should be fixed in harmony with 
the volume of trading at the AFM in accor- 
dance with the capital of the entity. 

The memorandum also requested that the 
JSC reconsider the recent amendments to the 
AFM's regulations with a view to reducing 
these fees to u minimum and fixing a ceiling 
for the fees on the registration of securities. 

“The JD5.000 minimum level should be 
cancelled and the JSC should charge fees on 
registered and issued securities on the basis 
of paid up capital rather than on the autho- 
rised capital." the memorandum concluded. 


Oil price collapse highlights need for OPEC to reform — industry 


DUBAI ( AFP> — A plunge 
in oil prices to a nine-year 
low highlights the need for 
the Organisation of Petrole- 
um Exporting Countries 
< OPEC ) to give up its rigid 
quota system, experts and 
industry officials said here 
Tuesdav. 


“The quota system is 
past." said Kevin Henning, 
senior vice-president of the 
U.S. company Marathon 
Ashland Petroleum LLC at 
the Middle East Petroleum 
and Gas Conference held in 
the United Arab Emirates. 

He argued that OPEC's 


system of semescrial pro- 
duction ceilings and quotas 
for each of its II members 
was not flexible enough to 
adapt to fluctuations. 

“(OPECt should be in a 
position to respond quickly 
to increasing and decreas- 
ing prices by raisins or low - 


ering output.” he said. 

Bui for the time being. 
Venezuela and Saudi Ara- 
bia would have to come to 
terms and reduce produc- 
tion in order to check the 
fall in the oil prices, which 
could otherwise hit the S 1 0 
mark bv the end of the year. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

or 

TRASS . 

no. or 

SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANCE 


346.000 250.000 

ARAB BANK 

13. B 

1-19 

13 

360 

121580 

339. OC 

337. CO 

2.00- 


2.340 

2.680 

JON . NATIONAL BX. 

B 

0.00 

1 

5000 

8600 

:.7z 

1.72 

.01* 


3.540 

1.330 

BANK OF JORDAN 

4.3 

a. oo 

1 

500 

675 

1.34 

1.35 

.01* 

s 

2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. ax. 

10.3 

6.07 

21 

13850 

23822 

:.72 

1-72 




4.610 

THE HOUSING BX. 

29.2 

1-99 

10 

13950 

69222 

4.95 



s 

■4.150 

1.820 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.9 

0.00 

5 

1482 

2801 

i.e9 

1.90 

.01- 


.920 

.620 

JOR. GULF BANK 

3.9 

10.61 

10 

13400 

8846 

.67 

.66 


s 

4.020 

1.960 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

10.0 

4. 87 

10 

3297 

6516 

1.96 

1.97 

.01* 


1.460 

.800 

BZ1T.AL-MAL (BEXTNA) 

.6 

16.85 

11 

56S0 

5067 

.93 

-85 

-01- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 233.69 *CBC: -O.S8 


2.400 1.S90 JOR FRENCH I NS UR. 


5.6 


12.56 


1.99 . 05- 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 121.50 *CHC: -0.24 


2.140 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC RHR. 

9.8 

4.95 

9 
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9696 

2.01 

2.02 

.01* 


.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

41.9 

0.00 

10 

6750 
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:.o5 



1.120 

.850 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

13.9 

6.00 

1 

150 

150 

1.C3 

1.S0 


.590 

.370 

JORDAN IHTL. TRAD. 

19-5 

0.00 

3 

1GOO 

380 

.:b 

-39 


9.350 

6.700 

ALRA'Z 

9.5 

6.46 

3 

200 

1859 

9.30 

9.23 

.01- 

4.600 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 

io. a 

1.83 

9 
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19313 

4.41 

4.37 



.900 

ZARXA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

2 
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.34 

.94 


1.830 
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UNIFIED CO. 

7.0 

6.96 

14 
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8938 

1.57 

1.58 
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INDEX: 119.55 *CHC: -0.12 
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.600 
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1.110 

.630 

.930 

2.250 
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.790 
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1.670 

1.410 
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1.080 
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1.250 
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.850 

.840 


2.690 

9.200 

1.180 

3.440 

5.000 

.770 

4.400 

2.220 

.400 

.680 

.660 

.510 

.370 
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.920 

.530 

1.150 

.520 

.810 

.690 

1.350 

.810 
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.660 
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I N TERNED. PSTRO-CHEN. 
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ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 
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UNIV. MOON. XNDS. 

JOR. XNDS. RESOURCES 
NATL. CHLORINE 
JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

EL -ZAT READT WEAR 
IHTL. TOBACCO 
UNION CH. 6 VEG. 
JORDAN STEEL 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 
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0.00 

6.90 
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0.00 

.20 

13.82 

4.70 

0.00 

o.ao 
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850 
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3500 
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16690 
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9S4S0 
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18400 
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3071 
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28700 
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17011 
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1803 

181457 

7700 

84 

1391 

2295 

4320 

1340 
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2881 
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2135 

22332 
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743 
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1490 

3623 

16105 
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2.78 
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.69 
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1.00 
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226977 


experts said. 

"Once everybody feels 
the pain, they will react." 
predicted Mohamad Idris 
Mansor. senior vice-presi- 
dent of Malaysia's 
Peironas. 

Michael Pratt of the U.S.- 
bused Energy Security 
Analysis explained that the 
Saudis and Venezuelans are 
fighting for an increased 
share of the American mar- 
ket and arc not willing to 
unilaterally reduce their 
offer to U.S. clients. 

“It’s who's going to blink 
first." he said. 

Brent North Sea crude has 
fallen under 13 dollars the 
barrel, yielding more than 
30 per cent since OPEC 
ministers agreed at the end 
of November to increase 
their output ceiling by 10 
per cent to 27.5 million bar- 
rels per day i bpd ». 

Quota violations by 
OPEC members, notably 
Venezuela, low demand in 
Asia because of the eco- 
nomic meltdow n and a mild 
winter in the nonhem hemi- 


sphere were the other fac- 
tors behind the collapsing 
prices. 

But the quota violations 
are more an indicationvof 
the economic constraints 
and orientations of the car- 
tel's members than a delib- 
erate act. said Edward 
Morse, president and pub- 
lisher of the Energy Intelli- 
gence Group. 

“ Caracas continues to look 
for foreign investors in its 
oil sector and believes that 
the quota policy, which sets 
a ceiling on output, could 
discourage them. 

“Venezuela has taken a 
market approach, opening 
its upstream and down- 
stream sectors to foreign 
companies whereas oil in 
Saudi .Arabia is a state 
monopoly." said Morse. 

The managing director of 
the British affiliate of the 
state-owned Petroleos de 
Venezuela (PDV). Jorge 
Zemella. said the output 
reduction urged by the 
Saudis was theoretically 
possible, but difficult. 


Opening tomorrow 


Opening tomorrow 


Port' t miss trying our specialities 
of Crepes & Donrter (Shaweriri^*) at: 



Swerfi eh beside Khan Mourjan - Tei. (079) 21395 / 46255 


International 


assurance 

We are the only Jewellers that issue 
an international written appraisal for 
every Gem & Gold item purchased . 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WilDams 


ACROSS 
1 Corrosive 
substances 
6 Whimpers 
n Wet din 
14 Orchid tuber 
i£ Seaside 
IB Had lunch 
17 Gilbert & 
SulBvan opus 

19 Slangy 
affirmative 

20 Waste 
allowance 

21 Ring wre. briefly 

22 Sts's Sib 

23 Sis's son 

26 Grieve aud&fy 
23 Diligent insect 
29 Legendary 
Greek author 

33 Armed conflict 

34 Persian Gulf 
nation 

36 Gandhi’s garb 

37 Temporary 

money 

40 Togo's capital 

41 Woods on the 
gclf course 

A3 Jetytl's alter 
ego 

44 ley ram 

46 Overdue 

47 Nabisco cookie 

42 McBain and 
McMahon 

49 Ginger cookies 

51 Supporter 

52 Eases 

55 Overbearing 
57 Infamous Amin 

53 Real profit 

60 Sheet ol glass 

61 Ana>5, the 
diarist 

62 Simple 

67 Beer barrel 

63 Patterns 

69 Exhausted 

70 Drat) tellers 

71 Small land 
mass 

72 Chips in chips 
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By Norm* Sternberg 





San Francisco, CA 


DOWN 

1 Gray shade 

2 River of 
Cambridge 

3 TbwFr. 


4 Profundity 

5 Meadowsweet 

6 H.S. jr.'s exam 

7 TV reception 
letters 

8 See here! 

9 Flynn of Sms 

10 Vacillates 

1 1 Address of a 
tong- run rung 
sitcom? 

12 Vehicular 180 

13 Tram station 

18 Most recent 

23 Manicurisf s 
targets 

24 Sign ore var. 

25 School 
gatherings 

27 Tough in 
Tijuana 

30 WmdmiB blades 

31 Church 
instrument 

32 Pttifut artwork? 

35 Requires 

38 Just right 

39 Showy flower 

42 Stow motion 

shot 
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45 Tidal wave 

50 Musical 
composition 

52 Seaside golf 
course 

53 McCterg and 
Bridrafi 

54 Payment tor 
burnt os 


56 Pine product 

59 Spdi the beans 

60 ARemion- 
gening sound 

63 Summer quaff 

64 Well-honed skiD 

65 Hive resident 

66 Recordings, m 

brief 
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j~ By Linda C. 




7^ March 21 to April 19) An oldfiieod.p^y >otf 
spouse, is leaning on your delicate buttons. Wjthqqt ^ 
Suing to try. be or sbe will poke just about omen** 
point you’ve got The object of this lesson is to. bgtoup^ 
you do. those buttons just won't function anymore. Remem- 
ber that while you’re getting all wodeed up^ • 

TAURUS: ( April 20 to May 20) This is a busy and-codg&. 
cated weekend. There’s a lot to be done. andyou r^ 
know where to begin. You want to do things that will benefit 
the group, and yet the group doesn't seem to be cleft yi fc 
direction. Make the decisions that they're aD avoiding;.*) 
everyone becomes more productive. ■ ‘ 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You and your sweetheart are 
coming up with ideas, some pertaining to your careet -Yon 
might warn to take notes. Also, heed an older person’s advice 
The combination of a willingness to learn and move boldly is 
powerful You might achieve something today- you'veprev* 
ously only hypothesised. Go ahead and go for it^ .. : ■ 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) There are decisions to be 
made. Be patient and review the options. If you were to ad 
on every impulse, you'd be racing in circles. Run the scenar- 
ios in your mind. Take each options and pretend you chose it' 
Imagine what will happen in two or three days, or years. if 
you keep playing this game, the best choice will berome 
obvious. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 2 1) Just when you think you have 
a partner figured outfhe or sbe does something completely 
unexpected. There’s a little financial strain, winch -is also 
unusuaL Simple pleasures are best, and this weekend you’ll 
find plenty of them. A gathering with close friends is the most 
obvious choice. And it’s probably your best entertainment 


option. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You and your partner 
need to put all your cards on the table. Put your money there; 
too. so you can fig ure out how much you have. It's a good 
time to shop for real estate. There’s one heck of a fine fiftr- 
upper out there. If you're willing to put in a little extra work, 
you could save an awful lot of money. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22.) An idea is forming in 
your bead, and the people closest to you know what it is. 
They’ve been contributing to its design. You often do your 
best work with another person’s input. Otherwise, you’ll tty 
one option after another, until you realise you've gone in cir- 
cles and nothing’s been accomplished. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) This is a great day 
to listen at keyholes. Be careful not to get caught taking 
notes. You’re not interested in blackmailing others to get 
what you want, but it never harts to have a little something in 
reserve. For you, secrets are a bargaining chip. Just gather 
them all up and keep them in a safe place. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) An older 
person, perhaps a parent, has an agenda for you to foDo w. If s 
almost as if he or she is saying you have to do your chores 
before you can go play. You really do warn to go play. There’s 
some social event happening. You’re just going to have to 
crack down and get die work out of the way as quickly as 
possible. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 2Q) .^n pWar per-, 
son has your, life pretty much figured .oul You might as well 


interests at heart. There’s a conflict between travelling and 
staying home, however. If you’re going to travel, get started 
first thing tins morning. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2 1 to February 19) Today is good for 
hoping, dreaming and fantasising. It's also a good time to 
travel especially on a romantic excursion. In fact, you don't 
even need another person to start with. You'll attract one en 
route. Go somewhere you enjoy being. If you like taking, far 
instance, go with a group. One could turn out to be a keeper 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The focus is on jointly 
held finances, investments, and even taxes. This would be a 
good weekend to start those sort of projects. You generally 
don’t have the patience. You'd rather be doing something 
else with your day. Perhaps you can get a Libra to help you 
with a stack of paperwork. It’s worth a try. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“I wrote you a beautiful love poem, but 
after the computer fixed my grammar, 
it sounded like a business proposal." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hour! Arnold and Mflet Arj|irf« 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
bur ordinary words. 
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Now arrange the dieted letters to 
k™ the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 
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Jordanians ‘ have not much been wilttne to compromise short-term profits for lom-term planning and higher min’ 

Billions of dollars seen needed to diversify production of mining industries 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A pop quiz on 
our economy: Which indus- 
try is the lowest contributor 
to the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) ? 
a) Potash and phosphate 
mining; b) Manufacturing; 
c) Services; d) Agriculture 
or e) Construction? 

The answer may surprise 
readers. 

According to a research 
team currently studying the 
competitiveness of six Jor- 
danian industries. the 
potash and phosphate min- 
ing industry is the lowest 
contributor to the national 
GDP. yielding an ann ual 
average of three per cent. 
Services. manufacturing, 
services, agriculture and 
construction take the lead 
with 67. 17. six and eight 
per cent respectively. 

The study, conducted by 
the National Competitive- 
ness Team (NCT), reported 
that mining industry's col- 
lective exports rose 15 per 
cent between 1990 and 
1996 — from JD200 mil- 


lion to JD 230 million while 
the country’s overall 
exports during the same 
period rose from JD600 
million to over one billion. 

Ghaith Zureikat who 
completed the smdy, says 
the disparity in figures rep- 
resents a shortcoming in 
production strategies in the 
country’s two flagship 
industrial enterprises — the 
Arab Potash Company 
(APC) and the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company 
(JPMC). 

“The majority of products 
from both companies are 
raw materials,” says Mr. 
Zureikac “Their price is 
determined on the world 
market, which is typical of 
any commodity. The price 
fluctuation reflects on sales, 
and that's why they have 
maintained the same levels 
of contribution to GDP, 
even as their exports rose.” 

Does the mining indus- 
try's low contribution to 
GDP and it’s sensitivity to 
world markets mean the 
industry is destined for 
irrelevance? 

Hardly, says Zureikat. 


The potential for Jordan's 
mining industry is beyond 
imagination. 

Ninety-seven per cent of 
production is export-orient- 
ed. Jordan’s phosphate and 
potash — primarily used in 
fertiliser — are among the 
world’s popular for their 
purity and because they are 
the most environmentally 
sound. 

Jordan’s reserves of these 
resources are extensive: 43 
billion tonnes of salt in the 
Dead Sea, a renewable 
resource, and 1.5 billion 
tonnes of phosphate equal 
to over 200 years of 
reserves. 

Boosting the mining 
industry’s exports and eco- 
nomic contribution is main- 
ly a matter of diversifying 
production, he explains. 

•■Currently 95 per cent of 
production of both phos- 
phate and potash is in raw 
materials.” Mr. Zureikat 
says. 

Raw potash (potassium 
chloride) can be used as a 
fertiliser itself, and like 
phosphate, has dozens of 
other uses. Potash, in differ- 
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ent chemical combinations, 
is necessary in several 
industrial processes and 
products: in metal working, 
glass manufacturing, soft 
soap manufacturing/dyeing 
and wool finishing, in pho- 
tographic developers, as a 
food additive or in explo- 
sives. 

Potash and phosphate are 
two of three components 
necessary to make 
advanced fertilisers. The 
third component in fertiliser 
is ammonia, also referred to 
as nitrate, which the indus- 
try' imports. 

The industry also pro- 
duces four other main prod- 
ucts: Solid diammonium 
phosphate (DAP), alumini- 
um fluoride, fertiliser grade 
phosphoric acid and sul- 
phuric acid. However, the 
study shows that APC and 
JPMC have the potential to 
produce food grade and 
technical grade phosphoric 
acid, industrial potassium, 
potassium nitrate. DAP liq- 
uid fertilisers, magnesium 
derivatives, bromine and 
bromine derivatives and 
urea fertilisers as well as 
several others. 

“The fertilisers we are 
producing are first-step fer- 
tilisers." he explains. "We 
aren't going for value 
added products, and the 
chemicals we are exporting 
are a consequence of pro- 


duction. not manufactured 
ones." 

“Countries like India, 
Pakistan and Japan buy our 
raw materia] and then pro- 
duce pure chemicals and 
fertilisers, which are the 
most valuable goods." 

The study attributes both 
companies’ concentration 
on raw materials production 
to official emphasis on 
high, short-term profits and 
employment 

“There hasn't been much 
willingness to compromise 


short-term profits for long- 
term planning and eventual- 
ly. a higher profit” says Mr. 
Zureikat. 

Both APC and JPMC — 
in which the government 
holds 52 and 69 per cent 
equity — assert that diver- 
sifying their production has 
become a major priority 
during this decade. The 
problem, they say. is that 
diversification is a capital- 
intensive activity requiring 
billions of dollars. 

“The change in world 
markets does require a 
change in production and 
more coordination between 
raw materials and down- 
stream production" says 
Mohammad Badrahan, 


JPMC’s deputy managing 
director. "We know that we 
cannot continue to be a raw 
materials dealer." 

Mr. Badrahan says that 
JPMC s strategy since the 
early 1990s was to stan 
producing complex fertilis- 
ers, but* capital require- 
ments meant that JPMC 
couldn't go it alone. 

JPMC currently has three 
joint venrures and a fourth 
•titanic” one underway. 
Production of phosphoric 
acid by a joint venture 


between JPMC, Arab 
Investments of Saudi Ara- 
bia and an Indian company 
began in 1997. 

A second between JPMC, 
the APC and Nippon of 
Japan ro produce NPK and 
DAP, two complex fertilis- 
ers. began in mid- 1997, and 
a third with a company in 
Karachi, Pakistan, will 
accept phosphoric acid 
inputs from JPMC and will 
start production in the last 
half of this year. 

A joint venture with 
Norsk-Hydro of Norway 
was signed last year to pro- 
duce another 440,000 
tonnes of phosphoric acid 
and 1.2 million tonnes of 
NPK. Norsk-Hydro, he 
says, is number one in 
worldwide fertiliser pro- 
duction and the JPMC will 
be able to rely on its exten- 
sive distribution network. 

“.Altogether, we are talk- 
ing about $1 billion in capi- 
taf,” says Mr. Badrahan, 
“We couldn't raise that on 
our own." 

Production among the 
joint ventures is still limited 
to four main products, but, 
these projects will allow 
JPMC to move towards 
technology-intensive prod- 
ucts such as purified phos- 
phoric acid for liquid fer- 
tiliser and soluble fertiliser, 
he says. 

The Norsk-Hydro project 
alone will more than double 
J PMC's turnover. he 
explains. The company 
expects sales value to grow 
from $350 million to S800 
million. 

The APC — established 
in 1956 to exploit the Dead 
Sea’s mineral riches — is 
aggressively pursuing plans 
to diversify its range of 
potash products, and to 
establish other products 
based on minerals extracted 
from the Dead Sea. 

In 1994, ii created a sub- 
sidiary holding company to 
attract investments for the 
Jordan Safi Salt Company 
(JOSSCOl responsible for 
producing industrial salt, 
high-grade table salt and 
salt tablets. The APC 
retains ten per cent equity 
of the JDI7 million enter- 
prise. 

Also under the Jordan 
Dead Sea Industries Com- 
pany iJODICO) umbrella is 
Jordan Magnesia Company, 
Limited (JORMAG), .a 
JD30 million concern to 
produce top grade magne- 
sium oxide and hydroxide 
at the Dead Sea. Total 
investments in facilities 
will be $89 million. 

“Neither the .APC nor 
JODICO could do these 
projects independently,” 
says Munther Saudi, JODI- 
CO managing director. 
'These enterprises take 
massive investments, but 
they have to be made. Mag- 
nesium. for example, is 



BritishBank opens branch in Ramallah 


BRITISHBANK officially opened a branch in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah. in the Palestinian autonomous area. 
The ceremony was hosted by Mr. Andrew Dixon, deputy 
chairman. BritishBank under the auspices of Palestinian 
National Authority President Yasser Arafat. President Arafat 
was represented by Dr. Fouad Beseisso. governor of the 
Palestinian Monetary Authority. The ceremony was also 
attended by Mr. John Pascoe. CEO BritishBank Jordan and 
Mr. Anton Lolas, branch manager. 

Mr. Dixon, who had travelled from Dubai especially for 
the ceremony, said, “I am delighted to officially open our 
Ramallah branch. Though we have maintained a representa- 
tive office in the Palestinian autonomous area since 1994. 
the establishment of our full branch means we will be able to 
provide a broader range of banking services to the local 
community. 

BritishBank is the largest and most widely represented 
international bank in the Middle East with 31 branches 
throughout the United Arab Emirates. Oman. Bahrain. Qatar. 
Jordan, Lebanon and the Palestinian autonomous area and an 
offshore banking unit in Bahrain. This extensive regional 
coverage is enhanced by its fellow HSBC associates. The 
Saudi British Bank and Egyptian British Bank. 

BritishBank has been a principal member of the HSBC 
Group since 1959. Headquartered in London with 130,000 
staff in more than 5,500 offices in 79 countries and territo- 
ries and assets of GBP2S6 billion (as at 31 December 1997 j. 
the HSBC Group is one of the world's leading banking and 
financial services organisations. Other principal members of 
the HSBC Group are HonkongBank in Asia. Midland Bank 
in Europe and Marine Midland Bank in the United States. 
The full address and contact details for the branch are: 
BritishBank 
Jaffa Street 
P.O. Box 2067 
Ramallah 

Palestinian Autonomous Area (West Bank) 

Telephone: (972) 2 9987802/01 
Fax: (972 J 2 9987804 

Business hours: Saturday-Thursday 08:30-12:30 
Office hours: Saturday-Thursday 08:00-14:00 
For more information and details please contact: Mr. John 
Pascoe, CEO Jordan, Te!.: (962) 6 560747J or Mr. Colin 
Neathercoat. Public Affairs Manager, Tel.: (971 * 4 5077465 
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very valuable for the 2 1st 
century. Twenty per cent of 
all cars are now manufac- 
tured with it because it is 
strong and lightweight and 
reduces fuel costs. It is also 
used in the chemicals and 
plastics industry.” 

A second APC subsidiary. 
A1 Numeiria. began extract- 
ing Dead Sea salts and mud 
for distribution to the local 
cosmetics industry. 

APC also owns 20 per 
cent interest in the joint fer- 
tiliser venture with JPMC 
and Nippon, and is nearing 
a final agreement with 
Israel's Dead Sea Bromine 
to build a bromine and 
bromine derivatives plant in 
Jordan. 

The study also found that 
the raining industry was 
weak in research and’ devel- 
opment (R&D), which Mr. 
Zureikat attributes to short- 
term planning and to the 
monopoly enjoyed by both 
APC and JPMC. 

Neither created an incen- 
tive to research diversified 
production, nor to create 
supporting industries, both 
of which require expendi- 
ture. 

The mining industry 
spends less than one per 
cent of annual sales on R 
&D, which, Mr. Zureikat 
says, is far too low in com- 
parison to what other pro- 
ducers spend. 

In Israel, expenditure on 
R&D approaches 20 per 
cent of their companies’ 
total expenditures, and in 
Canada. 6.5 per cent of 
IMC Global’s $1.7 billion 
net sales were dedicated to 
new product development. 

Ayman Haddad, an APC 
chemical engineer admits 
that R&D may be weak, but 
attitudes towards research 
are changing. 

“If we spent one per cent 
of our sales — about $160 
million annually - on R&D. 
that would be a lot." he 
says. “We don’t even reach 
that. We don’t have a 
research centre, and rely 
mainly on the Royal Scien- 
tific Society, the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology and the 
universities.” 

However, the APC has 
tried to compensate for this 
by establishing pilot pro- 
jects such as the company's 
successful experimentation 
in 1994 at its existing plant 
with cold crystallisation 
processing of potash, by 
seeking joint venture part- 
ners and by encouraging 
APC's downstream enter- 
prises. 

“These all will help boost 
our capacity for research 
and development." he says. 
“Research and develop- 
ment has traditionally been 
part of our technical depart- 
ment, but split away two 
years ago. This is an indica- 
tion of where we are 
going.” 

The study showed that the 
mining industry accounts 
for roughly seven per cent 
of industrial employment in 
die Kingdom, but that it 
also suffers from redundant 
employment, consequently 
pushing up administrative 
costs. Twenty-two per cent 
of JPMC employees and 20 
per cent of APC employees 
work in administrative 
positions, compared to only 
10-14 per cent in compa- 
nies abroad. 

Both the APC and JPMC 
acknowledge the necessity 
of streamlining employ- 
ment within their compa- 
nies and expect the new 


ventures to help eliminate 
redundancies. 

Mr. Badrahan says that 
several JPMC engineers 
will be shifted from admin- 
istrative positions to the 
APC/JPMC/Nippon pro- 
ject. located in Aqaba, and, 
according to Mr. Haddad, 
the APC’s subsidiaries draw 
the core of their employees 
from the APC itself. 

Both JPMC and APC 
export to some 30 export 
markets worldwide, with 
the majority destined for 
the Far East, a market 
which both expect to keep 
growing in parallel with ibe 
. population. 

Officials at both compa- 
nies say that they do not 
fear competition with 
Israel, although both indus- 
tries say their Western 
counterparts are more 
advanced “on all fronts.” 

This, they contribute, ro 
Israel's head start in pro- 
duction, begun in 1956, and 
to its access to research 
facilities around the world. 
Jordanian production began 
27 years later. 

However, the two coun- 
tries have traditionally con- 
centrated their efforts on 
different markets. While 
Israel focused on U.S. and 
European markets via the 
ports at Haifa, Jordan's has 
targeted East Asian coun- 
tries. Even if Israel were to 
shift its focus to other mar- 
kets, Jordan would still be 
more competitive due to its 
lower labour and shipping 
costs, says the director gen- 
eral of APC. 

Additionally. JPMC 
expects world demand for 
phosphate to grow at about 
two per cent a year as the 
global population increases 
and as other phosphate pro- 
ducers exhaust their 
resources, Mr. Badrahan 
says. 

Mr. Zureikat maintains 
that Jordan and the rest of 
the Middle East remain vir- 
tually untapped markets. 

Although APC and JPMC 
do produce “some fertilis- 
ers for the local market.” 
farmers still imported $12.5 
million in 1996 while no 
more than two per cent of 
production is exported to 
the region. 

“We do have enormous 
potential, even in our small 
market — they can (serve] 
the pharmaceuticals and 
food processing industries, 
metals workshops and 
many other things.” Mr. 
Zureikat says. 

“We also must note that 
our neighbours use the 
same fertilisers that we 
import [but could pro- 
duce]." he says. “We are no 
longer talking about a small 
market. Israel, which had 
no choice but to stay out of 
this market, soon is going 
to be a major competitor in 
the Arab countries.” 

"This is something we 
have to think of it now. We 
may beat them in labour 
costs and shipping, but they 
are producing everything 
that we don't, including 
ammonia.” 

Yahya Mansour. a frnan- 
' cial analyst at ATC says 
that JODICO has a project 
. to produce potassium sul- 
phate, which would be sold 
exclusively to Arab mar- 
kets. However, the project 
remains on paper. 
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Out of form champions 


look for Euro booster 


Armstrong 
out of 
Milan-San 
Remo race 


PARIS I AFP i — Six 
European Cup quarter-final- 
ists will be looking to 
Wednesday’s second legs as 
a way of forgetting miser- 
able results in their domes- 
tic matches last weekend — 
only two of them managed 
to win. 

Both Manchester United 
and Monaco, who meet at 
Old Trafford after a dour 0- 
f> draw in the first leg, both 
lost, leaving United with a 
return of just 14- points from 
1 1 matches and the French 
champions virtually out of 
their title race as they trail 
leaders Metz by seven 
points with five games to 
go. 

" Both sides have serious 
injury worries with United, 
whose loss to main 
Premiership rivals Arsenal 
saw their lead reduced to six 
points with the Londoners 
having three games in hand, 
certain lo be without talis- 
manic Danish ‘keeper Peter 
Schmeichel. who tore a 
hamstring in Saturday’s 
defeat. 

Also doubtful are defend- 
ers Phil Neville and 
Norwegian Ronnv Johnsen, 
who both took knocks dur- 
ing the Arsenal defeat — 
Johnsen had only just 
returned to the side after 
recovering from concus- 
sion. 

So desperate are United, 
who were already missing a 
third defender Gary 
Pallister and Republic of 
Ireland hardman Roy 
Keane, that Welsh wing 
Ryan Giggs will probably 
I i iie-up even though he has- 
n’t fully recovered from the 
hamstring injury that ruled 
him out of the first leg. 

Manager AJex Ferguson 
will also call . upon the 
injured England' duo' of 
Nicky- . Butt and Paul 


Schoies to play in a compe- 
tition that the Scotsman is 
desperate to win to set a seal 
on a highly successful reign. 

Monaco, semi-finalists in 
1994. will be missing 
French Under-2 1 midfielder 
Sylvain Leg w inski with a 
knee ligament injury, and 
there are doubts over the fit- 
ness of African footballer of 
the year Victor Ikpeba. who 
has still not fully recovered 
from the ankle injury he 
picked up in the first leg. 

The Nigerian star will 
travel but is regarded as ‘99 
per cent certain* to miss the 
match by coach Jean 
Tigana. 

Although both Martin 
Djetou and his Scottish 
midfield partner John 
Collins are carrying 
injuries, they are both likely 
to take their places along- 
side Algerian playmakerAli 
Benarbia, while Thierry 
Henry will partner rising 
star David Trezeguet in 
attack. 

Despite all the problems 
Collins remains confident 
of a Monaco triumph. 

“Certain of our group 
have injury worries and 
tiredness is beginning to set 
in but we have proved sever- 
al times this season in the 
European Cup that we react 
best when the chips are 
down,” Collins said. 

Juventus. the 1996 win- 
ners and last year's runners- 
up have a tough task ahead 
of them as they travel to sur- 
prise packets Dynamo Kiev, 
who forced a 1-1 draw in 
Turin two weeks ago. and 
their 2-2 draw with bottom 
side Napoli on Saturday 
will hardly have boosted 
their confidence. 

However, their efferves- 
cent striker Alessandro del 
Piero, who is Italy's top 
scorer with 23 goals, dis- 


missed any notion that after 
four successive draws the 
Italian giants were on the 
slide. 

“Obviously, anything can 
happen. But I don't want to 
even consider the thought 
that we might go out in 
Kiev." Del Pierci said. 

“We've got to give every- 
thing. But the important 
thing is that evetyone 
should walk off thinking 
they’ve done their best. 

Dynamo Kiev, who won a 
Ukrainian Cup tie last 
Wednesday 3-0. will be at 
full strength with their stun- 
ning strike duo of Andrei 
Shevchenko and Sergei 
Rebrov straining to get at 
the Italian defence. 

The Italians may well face 
another problem in that 
frost and snow has been 
affecting the pitch and those 
conditions will surely help 
their hosts. 

The clash of fading 
German giants Bayern 
Munich and current 
European Cup holders 
Borussia Dortmund gives at 
least one of them the chance 
of wiping away memories 
of a mediocre league cam- 
paign. 

Bayern, who won three 
successive European Cups 
from 1974-76. have seen 
their title chances ebb away 
and the 0-0 draw with VfL 
Bochum on Saturday virtu- 
ally ruled out their chances 
of catching Kaiserslautern. 

And although Dortmund 
beat bottom placed Arminia 
Bielefeld they remain well 
short of obtaining a UEFA 
Cup places. 

“This is our match of the 
season. We have to retain 
this title if we are to be on 
the international scene next 
season.” Dortmund’s expe- 
rienced playmaker Andy 
Moller said. 


Dorunund will have a full 
strength squad to pick from 
apart from long term injury 
victims Matthias Sammer 
and Ibrahim Tanko, Bayern 
have several worries on the 
other hand. 

Definitely out for Bayern 
is 'Super' Mario Basler with 
an ankle injury, while cap- 
tain Thomas Helmer has a 
muscle strain and strikers 
Ruggiero RizzitelH and 
Carsten Jancker have back 
and thigh injuries. 

Real Madrid's hopes of 
stepping closer to winning 
their first European Cup 
since they clinched their 
sixth back in 1966 took a 
knock when they could only 
draw with Racing Santander 
as Barcelona moved seven 
points clear in the Spanish 
title race at the weekend. 

The Spanish champions' 
morale deteriorated farther 
as the club admitted that 
choosing German coach 
Jupp Heynckes as the suc- 
cessor to Italian Fabio 
Capello had been an ‘error* 
and that even if they won 
the Cup he would be out of 
a job anyway. 

However. Bayer 

Leverkusen coach 

Christcphe Daum offered 
him support and said he was 
under no illusions abouL his 
men’s task as Real have a 
valuable away goal follow- 
ing a 1-1 draw a fortnight 
ago. 

"Bayer is a Fiat Uno and 
Real are a Ferrari. Jupp 
( Heynckes > knows all about 
German teams and he will 
not allow his side to realx 
for one minute.*’ Daum said. 

“We have a lot of young 
players and I don*t know 
how they will react." he 
added. 


PARIS (AFP) — 
America's 1993 
World champion 
Lance Armstrong is 
out of Saturday’s! 
Milan-San Remo 
World Cup race, his 
U.S. Postal team 
announced on 
Tuesday. 

Armstrong, back 
on the professional 
circuit this season 
after chemotherapy 
treatment for testicu- 
lar cancer, returned 
to the fray last month 
at Ruta del Sol- in 
Spain. 

But flu forced him 
out of last week's 
Paris-Nice during 
the second stage and 
he returned to the 
ITnited States. The 
team did not reveal 
when the 26-year- 
old would next 
return to the saddle. 

Tour de France 
winner Jan Ullrich of 
Germany is also out 
of the Milan-San 
Remo event as he 
recovers from a viral 
infection. 

“l*ve got over, the 
viral infection but 
my legs are still too 
weak.” Ullrich said. 

“(Telekom team- 
mate) Erik Zabel 
needs the strongest 
team possible around 
him and in my cur- 
rent form I'm not the 
man for the job" he 
explained. . 


NEW INTERNET SITE 


Jordan Distribution Agency is pleased 
to announce the installation of an Internet 
site which can help provide information on 
books and all publications. 

The New site is: www.jda.jo.com 

E-mail is: jda@go.com.jo 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Rozental facing 3rd 
knee operation 


McCreesh caught doping 
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GLASGOW (AFP) — Glasgow Rangers 
manager Walter Smith on Monday con- 
firmed Chilean striker Seb Rozental is set 
to undergo a third knee operation. The lat- 
est injury is with the same knee, but is 
unconnected to the previous ligament dam- 
age which has sidelined him for almost a 
year. The damage is understood to be such 
that the player is unlikely to be able to play 
for Chile at this summer's World Cup in 
France. The 4 million pound ($6.5 million j 
signing from Universidad Carolica is 
expected to return home for the surgery. 
Smith told the Glasgow Evening Times: 
“He is feeling discomfort and mis latest 
problem will have to be addressed sooner 
rather than later. We have not set a dare yet. 
but once he does go in he will not be able 
to play football until next season — it is a 
major disappointment to us." 


ROME I AFP t — England's Geoff 
McCreesh has been provisionally suspend- 
ed by the European Boxing Union for dop- 
ing. the Gazzetta delio sport reported on 
Tuesday. McCreesh tested positive after 
losing on 3 technical knockout against 
Italy's Michele Piccirillo on November 29 
last year ar Novara in Piedmont, northern 
Italy. 


Injury stops Leeds’ Kewell 


Bilbao into top six 


BILBAO « AFPt — Athletic Bilbao boosted 
their campaign for a LEFA Cup spot in 
Spain when they beat Mallorca 3-1 
Monday night to go sixth in the table. Aitor 
Larrazabal the first on the half hour from, a 
free-kick and further efforts from Carios 
Garcia and a last-minute penalty from 
Larrazabal wrapped up the points after 
Gabriel Omar Amato had hit a 77th minute 
consolation, also from the soot. 


SYDNEY t AFPi — Exciting Leeds United 
younssier Harry Kewell Tuesday withdrew 
from Australia's under-23 football series 
w ith Brazil citing a groin injury. Australia's 
Olympic team coach Raul Blanco said he 
had been informed by the Leeds United 
doctor that 19-year-old Kewell suffered a 
groin injury in last Sunday's 5-0 English 
Premier League rout of Derby County and | 
would be unable to train for at lease two 
weeks. Leeds, chasing a UEFA Cup place 
next season, had been reluctant to release 
the in-form Kewell to play for the 
Australian Olyroos with manager George 
Graham stressing it was only a friendly 
series. The series against Brazil, as prepa- 
ration for the 2000 Sydney Olympics, 
begins here on Saturday, moves to 
Adelaide three days later and ends in Perth 
on March 28. Kewell was one of the out- 
standing players in Australia's failed bid 
under Terry' Venables to reach this year’s 
World Cup finals in France. 
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Join us in celebrating Mother's Day 
ai&WjMVgjZp&fyf eO&H&Z 
on the 21 $t of March. oO-o off for all 
children a special gift for mother. 

SorTZZSSttsnbeTtS call 
Tel : O&S 1009 Skmeisani up ike road 
from the PoitrerfiuL 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

FAX 

5696183 


World No. 1 Martina Hingis 


Hingis extends lead after 
Evert Cup title 


I. Martina Hingis (Swi) 

•2. Lindsay Dave aporH USA)' 

3. Jana Noyotna,(,Czej , 

4. Monica Seles (USA) ' 

5. Amanda Coetzer (Rsa) 

6. Mary Pierce (Fra) 

7. Iva Majoli (Cro) 

8. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa) 

9. Conchita Martinez (Spa) 

10. Irina Spirlea (Rom) 

I I. Venus Williams (USA) 

12. Nathalie Tauziat (Fra) 

13. Sandrine Testud (Fra) 

14. Anke Huber (Ger) 

15. Dominique Van Roost (Bel) 

16. Ai Sugiyama tJpn) 

17. Patty Schnyder (Swi) ■ 

IS. Mary Joe Fernandez (USA) 

19. Lisa Raymond (USA) 

20. Sabine Appelmans (Bel) 
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MIAMI (AFP) — Swiss World No. 1 Martina Hingis stretched her WTA rankings lead over 
second-rated Lindsay Davenport Monday after beating her American rival to win the Evert 
Cup. 

Hingis led by 1,534 points entering the Indian Wells event and departed with the crown 
and a 2.03 1 -point edge headed into the next event, which opens Thursday at Key Biscayne. 
Florida. 

France's Mary Pierce. Venus Williams and Japan's Ai Sugiyama each advanced one spot 
in the rankings released here. 
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PHILADELPHIA T } 


CINEMA TELOMilAl 

PHILADELPHIA '2' 


CINEMA 


. 7 

PLAZA ' 


CINEMA TEL:56??420 

CONCORD 


CINEMA 


TLL 5‘iUNj 


GALLERIA 2 


m. 393479.* 


Mike Myers & 
Elizabeth Hurlev ...in 


Veil Kilmer & 
Elizabeth Shue... in 


AUSTIN POWERS: 
International Man 
of Mystery 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


! The biggest cinema production Adel Imam & Yusra ...in 

i; RISALA ILA AL WALT : 


ABDOUN 


GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 


THE SAINT 


TITANIC 


■ARABIC! 

Shews. i2:30. 5.30. 6-00. S.15. 10:30 

TITANIC shows. ?;3o p\j 


GRAND OPENING 


Shows: 12:30.3:30. 6:15. 
S:3Q. 10:30 


Shows: 1 2:00. 3:00. 7:00. LONG KISS GOODNIGHT 
10 : jO p.m. .. 5^,. 3.30. 6:?o. aw. 10:30 / 


TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15. S:3Q j 

Thcfiim is uisu on cr 2:W p.m. & | 

12:00 am on Wednesdays. Thursdays > 
2nd Friduss 


GRAND OPENING 


if Haan^&nesIheBfe s 

TEL: 4625155 

I s * 

I NOW ON DAILY 

| THE government 


TITANIC 

Show's: 3:30. 7:00, 10:30 

The film is also on at 12:00 am. on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 


IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and his group 

For rcsenailons cal!; 4640153, 4625155 
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Marine Sports Federation prepares 
to host Aqaba Championship 


By Roafan Nahbas 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Royal 
Jordanian Marine Sports 
Federation (RJMSF) has 
set an ambitious plan to 
widen participation in 
marine sports to include 
athletes from all over die 
Kingdom, RJMSF Vice 
President Simon Khouri 
said. 

“We are trying to open 
the- doors of participation 
to a wider scope of marine 
sports enthusiasts from dif- 
ferent cities in Jordan and 
not only from Aqaba,” 
Khouri Tuesday told the 
Jordan Times. 

He added that the 
RJMSF is now preparing 
for the 1st Arab Fins 
Championship in Aqaba 
April 26-29, the 
International Fins 

Championship in Italy 
May 2-5 and the Speed 
Boats Continental 

Championship in Dubai in 
mid-May. 

The federation, headed 



HRH Princess Rania 

since March 1998 by Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Rania, was established in 
1962 and has since then 
held several international 
championships in Aqaba. 

“We started with an 
international event on the 
occasion of His Majesty 


King Hussein's bixthday. 
Since then we contacted 
the International Diving 
Federation to became 
members in the sports of 
diving, boating, water ski- 
ing and s ailing ” he contin- 
ued. 

RJMSF Director Omar 
Kilani explained that the 
peace process has enabled 
the federation to overcome 
the technical barriers of 
organising international 
events in Aqaba. 

“We now have an extra 
2km in sea width. That is 
why it has became easier 
to organise international 
events with more space," 
be added. 

The interest of Princess 
Rania and the challenge of 
competing on an interna- 
tional level has given the 
RJMSF team a great incen- 
tive. 

The team's best achieve- 
ments came in Egypt in 
1997. 

“We took the gold medal 
in the Fins competition in 
which Germany, Hungary, 


Austria, Egypt, and Israel 
competed," Kilani said. 

Meanwhile, the team is 
training hard daily to 
improve their form to 
enable them to compete 
against other participating 
teams in the Aqaba Arab 
Championship. 

"The team is practising 
daily in Aqaba and in 
Amman,” Khouri said. 
“We have swimmers from 
AJ Orthodoxi Club, A1 
Hussein Sports City and 
from Irbid." 

“We are proud to host the 
best teams in the Arab 
World: Tunisia, Algeria, 
Egypt, Lebanon and 
United Arab Emirates.” 

On the other hand, plans 
are underway to establish 
an Arab Water Skiing 
Federation in Aqaba. 

“The federation will 
include the UAE. 
Lebanon, Egypt and 
Jordan," Khouri pointed 
out. 


Owners set to vote on 
Murdoch-Dodger deal 


ST. PETERSBURG 
(AFP) — Autralian-bom 
media mogul . Rupert 
Murdoch’s planned pur- 
chase of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers will likely be 
approved in Major League 
Baseball owners meetings 
that open Tuesday. 

The deal, reportedly 
worth nearly $350 mil- 
lion. would be one of the 
richest transactions in 
sports history and the 
highest price ever for a 
professional sport club. 

One of baseball’s most 
legendary franchises, and 
certainly the one with the 
greatest global appeal, the 
Dodgers announced a new 
management team last 
week in anticipation of 
approval here. 

Murdoch’s Fox Group 
was granted permission to 
sign a deal with Dodger 
owner Peter O'Malley last 
week by the ownership 
committee and acting 
commission ~ Bud Selig 
rarely calls for a vote of 
the entire body without 
knowing he has the back- 
ing for approval. 

"I’m still listening and 
I’m still reading and we 
have not come to any final 
decisions, but I do think 
Murdoch will be 
approved,” Colorado 
owner Jerry McMorris 
said. 

Baseball owners are 
unlikely to bite the hand 
that feeds them. Murdoch 
and Fox are in the third 
year of a four-year, $565 
million deal for baseball 
broadcast rights. Fox also 
owns hockey and 
American football rights. 

The Dodgers* - ' sale 
requires approval from 
three-fourths of National 
League owners, as the 
Dodgers are an NL club, 
and a majority of 
American League owners. 

■ San Diego Padres owner 
John Moores is among 
those opposed to the sale, 
fearing that media mag- 
nate Murdoch would drive 
up baseball’s salary scale. 

Another NL owner is 
long-time Murdoch rival 
Ted Turner, owner of the 
Atlanta Braves. 

Rival media giants 
Time-Waraer and .Disney 
have kept payrolls to a 
minimum in anticipation 
of Mmdoch-mama, with 
salary costs rising more as 
a result of big spending by 
American League rival 
owners Peter Angelos of 
Baltimore and George 
Steinbrenner of the New 
York Yankees. 

Another worry is how 
Murdoch’s money might 
cause teams- to make deals 
beneficial to the Dodgers, 
such as dealing a top 
pitcher to the Dodgers in ■ 
return for a richer televi- 
sion package. 

The same cairot-and- 


stick approach could be 
used to prevent clubs from 
dealing players to rivals of 
Murdoch’s Dodgers. 

Murdoch’s dealings in 
other sports, such as creat- 
ing his own high-priced 
rugby league in Australia, 
also give owners pause. 

While owners want such 
things as foreign rights for 
majoTileague games to be 
split • league-wide, 
Murdoch has the empire 
techonology to send 
games of Japanese pitcher 
Hideo Nomo to his home- 
land for big money in a 
solo venture. 

Wary owners also have 
seen Murdoch's Harper- 
Collins publishing unit 
drop a book by former 
Hong Kong Governor 
Chris Patten because it 
was seen as possibly 
offencive to Chinese 
authorites Murdoch wants 
to cultivate to build a 
Chinese broadcast empire. 

An impending sales deal 
involving the World 
Series champion Florida 
Marlins, plus troubles 
with teams in Toronto and 
Minnesota, will also be on 
die agenda. 

Marlins president Don 
Smiley has organized a 
group to buy die Marlins 
from Wayne Huizenga for 
150 million dollars. Most 
of the high-priced stars 
from the title team have 
been sold and fans are 
upset. The deal is expect- 
ed to be completed by 
June. 

Minnesota Twins owner 
Carl Fohlad last year 
signed a letter of intent to 
sell the team to North 
Carolina businessman 
Don Beaver. But no stadi- 
um is set to handle a 
major league team in 
Carolina. 

Pohlad offered to stay in 
Minnesota but state offi- 
cials vetoed funding a 
new stadium. 

Belgian brewer 

Interbrew S.A. tried to sell 
the Toronto Blue Jays but 
pulled the club off the 
marke t when a deal with a 

real estate developer fell 
through. Interbrew got 90 
percent of the team when 
it bought Canada’s Labart 
brewers in 1995. 


Best — United not ready 
for European crown 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Former Manchester 
United legend George 
Best believes the cur- 
rent side haven't yet got 
quite what it takes to be 
crowned kings of 
Europe, but insists the 
league title will end up 
at Old Trafford. 

Northern Irish wing 
wizard" '• Best: - • who 
scored in - United’s 
memorable 4-1 

Wembley win over 
Benfica in the 1968 
European Cup final for 
their only win in the 
competition, says his 
old club lack a ball-win- 
ner and sufficient 
attacking firepower to 
blow away the best the 
Continent has to offer. 

United face Monaco at 
Old Trafford in the 
quarter-final second leg 
on Wednesday as Alex 
Ferguson's men seek to 
reach the semis for the 
second in succession 
with the tie poised at 0- 
0. 

But Best, 51, thinks 
the Premiership cham- 
pions will have to wait a 
little longer to land the 
Big One. 

“It’s not a question of 
if United win the 
European Cup but of 
when. But I don’t think 
it will be this season,” 
Best told Channel 4 
television. 

“Peter Schmeichel is 
not at the peak he 
enjoyed the last couple 
of years and I think 
United might be short in 
the ball-winning depart- 
ment," Best judged. 

“We had Nobby Stiles 
and Paddy CrerandL But 
Roy Keane, who does 
that job for United now, 
is out and Nicky Butt’s 
also been injured." Best 
explained. 

“Up front, jhe team 
may just be a tittle short 
of the kind of fire- 
power needed to win the 
big one. And overall, 
though United have 
some great players, they 
don’t have a genius,” he 
added. 

United will be further 


handicapped by 'keeper 
Schmeicfiel's " absence 
through injury on 
Wednesday. 

But Best thinks United 
will still come good in 
the league despite their 
recent poor run, which 
culminated in 

Saturday's home defeat 
by title rivals Arsenal.- < 

"They’ve made it hard 
'for ' themselves, " "but 
truthfully I’d still prefer 
to be in United’s posi- 
tion than Arsenal's," 
said Best. 

“If I was a betting man 
- which of course these 
days I'm not — I’d have 
my money on United for 
the title," he insisted. 


Asia set to oppose England, 
Germany for 2006 World Cup 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Asia is on 
course to vote against England and 
Germany in the 2006 World Cup bat- 
tle, according to regional soccer lead- 
ers. 

.And the Asian Football 
Confederation's growing insistence 
that the finals be rotated among the 
continents will be a massive boost to 
South Africa's hopes of hosting the 
football spectacular. 

AFC general secretary Peter 
Velappan told the AFC executive com- 
mittee: 

“It should rightly be Africa’s turn in 
2006. Europe in any case has staged 
the World Cup a number of times and 
should be flexible on this matter" 

But Velappan has not completely 
ruled out the the bids by England and 
Germany, who are already furiously 
lobbying for support among Asia's 40- 
plus votes. 

Velappan told AFP the continental 
federations had “agreed to the princi- 


ple of rotation” of the finals. The main 
dispute is over when it should start. 

He said the .Asian, African, South 
Amerean. North American and 
Oceania federations wanted to start 
from this year’s World Cup finals in 
France. 

UEFA, which wants the finals back 
in Europe in 2006, is arguing that rota- 
tion should stan with the 2002 finals in 
Japan and South Korea, which would 
be the first in Asia. 

LTEFA has said Africa should get the 
finals after Europe in 2006. 

“After the World Cup in France, 
FIFA will convene a meeting ro decide 
whether to accept the rotation princi- 
ple proposed by the confederations or 
to keep it as an open bid as in the past,” 
said Velappan. 

“Asia is saying that since the deci- 
sion has been made to rotate, the point 
of start for the rotation should be from 
the World Cup in France. 

"Japan/South Korea will host the 


2002 finals and then it should go to 
Africa in 2006,” he said. 

"The World Cup belongs to the 
whole world. FIFA has 198 members 
and those who have the capacity and 
ability to host should have the oppor- 
tunity to host it." 

But Velappan added: “It is not a 
pressing issue, with so many econom- 
ic, political and social changes taking 
place so rapidly around the world” 

England and Germany are locked in 
their own battle for the 2006 finals, 
which has been complicated by South 
Africa’s entry into the race last month. 

FIFA will make a decision in 2000, 
but Germany's bid leader Franz 
Beckenbauer has already warned that 
the split between the two European 
giants could hand the contest to South 
Africa. 


Rover group’s ‘Spyder’ car unveiled at Geneva show 


MG CARS has unveiled a 
stunning new “Spyder” 
design study built around 
the highly successful 
MGF. The Super Sports 
follows in the footsieps of 
famous racing MGs from 
the past, capturing the true 
spirit of the MG marque in 
a thoroughly modem inter- 
pretation of a classic week- 
end race car. 

Inspired by the historic 
exploits of MG in road 
races around the world, the 
MGF Super Sports made 
its first appearance at the 
Geneva Motor Show 
alongside a historic MG 
K.3 Magnetic — chassis 
number 001. The K.3s 
competed successfully in 
the 1993 Mille Miglia, 

. achieving a class win and 
the team prize:’ the first 
time a non-Italian team 
had done so. 

With the Super Sports 
study, the MG design team 
has built on the great 
strengths of the MGF pro- 
duction model to create a 
single-minded vision of a 
modem weekend race car 
— a lightweight, but 



exquisitely-finished sports 
car that is equally at home 
on road or track. In true 
MG tradition, the Super 
Sports is powered by a 
supercharged engine — a 
version of the K Series l.S 
litre unit prodcing 2000Ps 
- and utilises a race specifi- 
cation suspension tune 
developed from the 1998 
MGF Cup UK race series. 

Its muscular exterior 
styling accentuates the 
already purposeful stance 
of the standard MGF 
through the use of light- 
weight flared front and 


rear side panels which 
accommodate a wider 
track, larger wheels and 
tyres — 210/605 R16 tyres 
at the front and 220/640 
R17 at the rear. The deep 
- red bodywork and frill 
length white tontiequ, with 
chrome embellishments, 
conjure up memories of 
typical racing MGs of the 
past. A chrome engine air 
intake, feeding the' super- 
charger, rises in classic 
style above the mid-engine 
installation. 

The driver’s cockpit is 
set within a full-length ton- 


neau moulded from carbon 
fibre composite and fea- 
tures a fast rake, low drag, 
Spyder-style racing screen. 
The seats, fully trimmed in 
white leather with red 
accent stitching, are pur- 
. j?ose-buiIt within an over- 
all interior exploiting the 
white and chrome theme. 

The MGF Super Sports 
was developed in just three 
months under the experi- 
mental project number 
“EX254” — the latest in a 
tradition extending back to 
the 1920s. 



RENT V 

(furnished or unfurnished) 

A complete floor in a villa, with a separate entrance and 
garage. Consists of 3 bedrooms, dining halls and spa- 
cious salons. 

Location: Um Utheina, behind San Rock Hotel, Wadi Al Jouz. 

N Please calf Tel. 823011, 4655445 s' 


PASSPORT LOST 

I, Nasser Mira Mohammad, have lost my 
Brazilian passport bearing the number 
C.j. 314657, in addition to other Brazilian docu- 
ments. I would greatly appreciate anybody who 
finds them to call 09-3611486. 


Bitte kontaktieren Sie Hen Kbalid Traieh 

Tel - NO. 079 - 37831 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished Semi-Attached Villa 

Three bedrooms. Area 340 sq.m. 
Nice location: Behind C-Town. 

Call Tel-r 4642229 - 079 / 70050 




SPain f PPatucP i 





Join in the fitnfor the celebratiom 
of St Patrick's £)ay on 
Thursday, March 19th 
Starting.7.30 pm until 
12.00. 65 % off on all beer. 
Make it a special day by. Celebrating 
at Philadelphia Comer. 

Just around the comer 
from the PowerJJitt 
Tel- 5681009 








12 News 

U.N. oil experts begin their 
evaluation of Iraqi facilities 


BAGHDAD (.AFP) — A U.N. 
team of oil experts in Iraq to 
examine the state of its oil pro- 
duction facilities has begun 
evaluations in the southern oil 
city of Basra, an Iraqi official 
said Tuesday. 

’The U.N. team arrived in 
Basra for a three-day evalua- 
tion tour.“ the official told 
.AFP. 

The officials most recently 
made a three-day inspection 
tour of oil facilities in Kirkuk 
in the north of Iraq, where they 
met with Iraqi officials, the 
official said. 

According to U.N. officials, 
the U.N. oil experts arc to 
inspect the Basra oil fields and 
the Gulf terminal of Mina AJ 
Bala. Iraq's second most fre- 
quently used route for export- 
ing crude oil. 

Most Iraqi oil exported 
under the U.N. approved oil- 


for-food programme is sent 
out through the Iraqi-Turkish 
pipeline at Zakho. in northern 
Iraq. 

The U.N. team, which com- 
prises six experts from the 
Dutch firm SaybolL arrived in 
Baghdad Thursday to evaluate 
Iraq’s oil infrastructure and 
determine what it needs to 
increase oil exports. Two other 
experts based in Baghdad 
have joined the group. 

The U.N. Security Council 
decided last month to raise to 
S5.2 billion the amount of oil 
Iraq can export every six 
months to buy humanitarian 
goods. 

The Security Council will 
decide whether to authorise 
Iraq to buy repair parts for its 
oil facilities depending on the 
oil team’s report. 

Monder A1 AJousi. the head 
of the Traqi parliament's oil. 


energy, industry and mineral 
affairs committee. said 
Monday that Iraq needs autho- 
risation for imports of parts 
totalling $690 million if it is to 
upgrade its oil infrastructure to 
meet the new ceiling permit- 
ted by the Security Council. 

The U.N. oil team s British 
leader Graham Brett said 
Friday that '“so far we’ve been 
receiving excellent coopera- 
tion." from Iraqi officials. 

His team's brief was to 
check if Iraq could manage “to 
export a further 20 per cent 
without a shopping fist of new 
equipment." he said. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said A1 Sahhaf 
has said that Baghdad current- 
ly does not have the technical 
capacity to produce more than 
S4 billion of oil eveiy six 
months because of its need for 
repair parts. 


Qatari emir, Iraqi FM discuss 
weapons crisis, bilateral ties 


DOHA i AFP) — The emir of 
Qatar. Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa AJ ThnnL held talks 
with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said AI Sahhaf 
on the sidelines of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) meeting 
here Tuesday. 

The official Qatari news 
agency QNA said Mr. Sahhaf 
gave the Qatari leader “greet- 
ings from [Iraqi] President 
Saddam Hussein and his 
appreciation for the positive 
contribution of Qatar in defus- 


ing the crisis between Iraq and 
the United Nations’' in 
February'. 

Mr. Sahhaf and the emir dis- 
cussed “bilateral relations and 
developments on the Arab and 
Muslim scene." the agency 
said. 

Qatar is one of the Arab 
Gulf states which is most 
open to Iraq, and maintains 
diplomatic relations with 
Baghdad. 

Qatari Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem Al 
Thani went to Bach dad in 


February as pan of interna- 
tional diplomatic efforts to 
defuse the Iraq-U.N. crisis 
over weapons inspections. 

Mr. Sahhaf arrived here 
Monday to take port in the 
meeting of the OIC foreign 
ministers, who represent 1.2 
billion Muslims. 

The meeting was scheduled 
to end Thursday but will wind 
up Tuesday because the min- 
isters have worked faster than 
expected, according to a 
Qatari foreign ministry 
spokesman. 


Iranian official leads pilgrims to 
Saudi Arabia with warm words 


TEHRAN i AFP) — The 
head of Iran's Mecca pilgrim- 
age left here for Saudi Arabia 
on Tuesday, lavishly praising 
the “good state" of relations 
between the two Muslim 
states. 

“Thank God. the political 
atmosphere between the two 
countries is ideal. Not since 
the victory of ihe (1979) 
Islamic revolution have rela- 
tions been so friendly with 
Saudi .Arabia." said 
Mohammad Mohummadi 
Reyshahri. 

He described as “messen- 
gers of unity and friendship” 
around 80.000 Iranians mak- 
ing the journey to the king- 
dom for the annual pilgrim- 
age. or Hajj. later this month 
to Mecca and Medina, where 
Islam's holiest shrines are 
located. 

5audi- Iranian relations 
have improved considerably 
in recent months since mod- 
erate Pre-idem Mohammad 
Khatami took office in 
August. 

Former Pre-ident Ali Akbar 
Hashcmi Rafsanjoni. who 
begun the pn.Kress of rap- 
prochement. and Foreign 
Minister Kama! Khurazi have 
visited Saudi Arabia in recent 
weeks. 


In a sign of potential sectar- 
ian tension between the two 
countries. Iranian newspa- 
pers said Mr. Ral'sanjani bad 
left a prayer ceremony In 
Saudi Arabia during his visit 
last month to protest anti- 
Shiite comments made by a 
conservative Saudi Sunni 
Muslim leader. Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman Hazifi. 

The sheikh's comments at a 
service at a respected 
mosque, Masjed Al Nabi, 
provoked an uproar among 
religious communities in 
Iran, and several revolution- 
ary foundations and clerics 
sharply reprimanded him. 

The anti-Shiite Sunnis 
known as the Wahabis have 
strong bases in Saudi .Arabia 
and Pakistan. 

But Mr. Reyshahri urged 
the mostly Shiite Muslim 
Iranian pilgrims to “fulfil 
their duties" and attend mass 
prayer- led by Sunni Muslim 
leaders. 

“Your participation in 
prayers at Masjed AI Nabi 
and’ Masjed Al Haram is a 
sign of Iran’s goodwill in 
improving ties." he said, 
quoted by L-tate television. 

"The more our relations are 
strengthened, the more losses 
the enemies of Islam will suf- 


fer" the official added. ‘‘All 
that we have planned for the 
Hajj I hope leads to this 
divine goal." 

Such rallies have in the past 
turned violent and in 1987 
around 400 pilgrims, mainly 
Iranians, died in clashes with 
Saudi security forces. 

In recent years. Iranian pil- 
grims have been forced to 
stage the protest in their tent 
camp to avoid clashes with 
Saudi police. 

The Islamic republic wants 
to give a political dimension 
to Hajj and seize the occa- 
sion. when millions of 
Muslims converge in Saudi 
Arabia, to press for unity in 
the interest of the Muslim 
World. 

But the Saudis want the 
event to have a strictly reli- 
gious character, and each 
year they issue warnings 
against the distribution of 
pamphlets and other signs of 
political activities. 

“If the Hajj is not used to 
give direction to the interests 
of Muslims, it is not a real 
one " Mr. Reyshahri said last 
week. "The event should be 
used to ensure Muslim's 
political and spiritual well- 
beinn." 


Israel approaches France 
on sheltering SLA leaders 


TEL AVIV i *,FPj — Israel 
has approached France 
about accepting leader- of 
the Israeli-allied South 
Lebanon Army (SLA> mili- 
tia in the event of an Israeli 
pullout from southern 
Lebanon. a newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 

Yediot Aharonol said the 
question was discussed at a 
"secret meeting" lute Ia>t 
week in Paris attended by 
SLA chief General Antoine 
Lahud and the Israeli 
defence ministry's coordi- 
nator for Lebanese affairs. 
l_'ri Lubrani. 

Mr. Lubrani. in an imer- 
view with Israel Radio on 
Tuesday, categorically 
denied the Yediot report. He 
told the radio that the report 
was “entirely invented." 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai met 
with Gen. Lahad on 
Tuesday at the defence min- 
istry headquarters in Tel 
Aviv and told journalists 
following the meeting that 
"the quc-in'ii was never di — 


cussed." 

Gen. Lahad told reporters 
after meeting Mr. 
Mordechai that “if 1 had 
wanted to live in France 1 
already could have done so 
long ago." 

The SLA chief has a home 
in France and his wife and 
children live there. A num- 
ber of other SLA chiefs 
have homes in Israel, 
according to SLA sources. 

Mr. Lahad also said he 
was opposed to a suggestion 
by Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon last week that 
the Israeli army begin with- 
draw ine from south 
Lebanon even if Lebanese 
forces do not first agree to 
take charge of the area. 

Mr. Mordechai and Gen. 
Lubrani visited Paris 10 
days ago and discussed the 
possibility of an Israeli 
withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon. 

The 2,300 SLA militia- 
men in the self-declared 
“security zone" established 
h\ |sr;iel in in ".ah- 


em Lebanon are armed and 
trained by the Jewish state 
and could face reprisals in 
the event of an Israel? with- 
drawal. 

Rising Israeli troop losses 
in the buffer zone — a 
record 3^ soldiers killed in 
1997 — have fuelled public 
calls in Israel for a quick 
withdrawal -and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has said he is 
ready to pull out if Lebanon 
pledges to ensure security in 
the area. 

"We are ready to leave 
Lebanon if the basic terms 
of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425 are applied, 
that is. if the Lebanese gov- 
ernment guarantees peace 
and security." Israeli public 
radio quoted Mr. Netanyahu 
as saying Monday. 

Lebanon and Syria, which 
has more than 30,000 troops 
in Lebanon, have demanded 
on unconditional Israeli 
withdrawal from the "secu- 
rii\ /i*ne“ 
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AWARD FOR KING'S EFFORTS FOR REGIONAL PEACE: King Hussein speaks after receiving the Wiesenthal 
Centre Humanitarian Award at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel in New York on Monday. King Hussein was honoured for 
his efforts to bring peace to the Middle East (AP photo) 

Former U.K. minister arrested over 
favours from Saudi weapon dealers 


LONDON i .AFP ) — A former 
British government minister 
alleged to have accepted bribes 
from Saudi businessmen was 
arrested Tuesday by police 
investigating an alleged con- 
spiracy to perv ert ihe course of 
justice. 

Jonathan Aitken was ques- 
tioned for two hours about his 
foiled libel action last year 
against a new spaper and a tele- 
vision production company 
which made the corruption 
allegations, and released on 
police bail. 

On Monday, his 1 7-year-old 
daughter. Victoria was also 
arrested and questioned by- 
officers. before being released 
on police bail. 

A police spokeswoman said: 
“A 55-year-old man this morn- 
ing voluntarily attended a 

Rome rabbi 
says Pope to 
visit Israel 
before 2000 

ROME iRj — Rome's chief 
rabbi said on Monday that 
Pope John Paul D had told 
him he would visit Jerusalem 
before the veer 2000. 

“The Pope told me and he 
promised me: 'before the year 
2000 I will make a trip to 
Jerusalem.'" Rabbi EJio Toaff 
told reporters. 

Rabbi Toaff did not say 
when the Pope told him about 
the nip but the rabbi meets the 
pontiff regulariy. 

The Pope has often said he 
wants to visit Holy Land sites 
as part of celebrations leading 
up to '-he sun of the third mil- 
lennium of Christianity. 

The Pope has a standing 
invitation from foe Israeli gov- 
ernment and frerrr, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to visit 
Holy Land sites in foe Jewish 
store o> well as those under 
Palestinian self-rule, such as 
Christ's birthplace of 
Bethlehem. 

One die. 60 
trapped in 
apartment block 
collapse in India 

BOMBAY «AFP* — At 
least oce person was killed 
and more than 60 were 
feared trapped Tuesday 
when a «vs:crey apart- 
ment block came down like 
a pack of cards ;r, Bombay, 
foe fire department there 
said. A spokesman said the 
incident occurred at 5:00 
p.m. in foe city's northern 
district of MaSud. City 
police spokesman Sutyapal 
Singh said a: least one per- 
son was killed and seven 
critically injured. "More 
than 60 residents arc feared 
trapped." the official said, 
adding 13 people have 
been rc-jued far 


London police station with his 
solicitors by prior appointment 
and vvas arrested 
“The man is being inter- 
viewed in connection with alle- 
gations of perjury and conspir- 
acy to pervert the course of jus- 
tice." 

Police on Monday also 
arrested Said Ayas. a principal 
aide to the Saudi royal family 
who is a business associate of 
Jonathan .Aitken and godfather 
lo Victoria, press reports said 
Conspiracy ro pervert the 
course of justice carries a max- 
imum penalty of life imprison- 
ment in Britain, and perjury — 
lying on oath in court — can 
lead to up to seven years in jail. 

.Aitken. 55. resigned as a 
junior economics minister in 
April 1995 and issued libel 
writs against The Guardian 


newspaper and Granada 
Television for reporting that he 
accepted favours from Saudi 
arms dealers. 

The allegations centred on a 
stay in 1993 at the Paris Ritz 
hotel where, the Guardian and 
Granada said, Aitken allowed 
Ayas to pay his bill, which 
would have been against rules 
for government ministers. 

Other Guardian reports said 
that Aitken was financially 
dependent on Saudi business- 
men. that he procured women 
for them, and was involved in 
secret arms deals. 

In 1995, Aitken vowed -ro 
start a fight “to cutout foe can- 
cer of bent and twisted journal- 
ism” with foe “simple sword of 
truth and the trusty shield of 
traditional British fair play." 

But he was forced to drop his 


action last June after The 
Guardian produced evidence 
undermining his claim that his 
wife Lolicia had paid foe Ritz 
bilL The paper's evidence indi- 
cated she was in Geneva at the 
time. 

During the case, Lolicia and 
Victoria both gave evidence in 
support of Aitken 's libel action. 

Alter foe case collapsed. The 
Guardian handed its files to the 
police urging them to pursue its 
claims that Aitken and his fam- 
ily. including Victoria and his 
wife Lolicia, had lied in their 
court evidence. 

• Lolicia left her husband 
immediately after foe libel case 
collapsed. 

Aitken was recently reported 
to have accepted a job offer 
from defence giant GEC 
Marconi. 


Radical Hebron settler 
detained over violence 


HEBRON fAFP) — Israeli 
police detained a leader of the 
militant Jewish settler enclave 
in Hebron Tuesday on suspi- 
cion of carrying out attacks on 
Palestinians in the divided city, 
officials said. 

Baruch Marzel. a founder of 
foe outlawed anti-Arab group 
Koch, was detained after he 
refused to sign a letter promis- 
ing not to enter the 80 per cent 
of Hebron which was placed 
under Palestinian rule last year. 

He was transferred from 
Hebron to Jerusalem where he 
was due to appear in court, a 
police spokesman said 

Police summoned Marzel 
and some 20 other Hebron set- 
tiers for questioning after a 
group of the militants entered a 
Palestinian-ruled sector of 
Hebron on Friday and threw 
stones at residents and homes. 


The rampage sparked a 
counter-riot by Palestinians 
and forced Israeli troops guard- 
ing the Jewish enclave to inter- 
vene. Fourteen Palestinians 
were subsequently wounded 
by rubber-coated bullets fired 
by Israeli troops to break up the 
unrest. 

Settlers said they launched 
the assault after shots were 
fired from a Palestinian zone 
into the Jewish settlement 
where some 400 settlers five 
under Israeli army guard sur- 
rounded by 1 20.000 Arabs. 

Most of the settlers called in 
for police questioning refused 
to respond 

Noam Federman. a 
spokesman for the Hebron set- 
tlers who was one of those 
summoned for questioning, 
told Israel Radio he refused to 
go "because I have better 


things to do." 

Palestinians protested angrily 
over the settler action, which 
also drew unusually harsh crit- 
icism from Israeli security offi- 
cials. 

Colonel Jibrii Rajub. head of 
Palestinian security forces in 
the West Bank, warned 
Monday that any settlers who 
enter autonomous areas to 
attack Palestinians “will not get 
out alive." 

The Hebron incident took 
place during five days of vio- 
lent protests across foe West 
Bank sparked by foe slaying of 
three Palestinian workers by 
soldiers at an army checkpoint 
near Hebron. 

One Hebron boy was killed 
and more than 100 Arabs 
wounded by rubber-coated 
bullets fired by troops during 
foe stone-throwing protests. 


PNA official sees no peace with Netanyahu 


G.AZA <R) — A senior 
Palestinian official ^aid he 
druhiui there would be peace in 
foe Middle East as long a.» right- 
wing Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu wax in 
power. 

Planning minister and negotia- 
tor. Nubil Shu.nK said Sale on 
Monday Palestinians were hank- 
ing on Arab. European and 
American leaders lo push Lsra,*! 
into fulfilling outstanding peace 
deals in foe same way they had 
leaned >.tn Iraq to end a recent 
standoff with foe United 
Nations. 

"Netanyahu is worse titan any 
leader Israel has had in foe rxu 
50 years." Mr. Shaath fold 
Egyptian reporters visiting the 
vcll-rulcd Gaza Strip. 

'The peace process put Israel 
in a posiuitn it never dreamed of 
having, it also gave us foe 
promre of an independent 
state.” he said 

"1* looked like foe most impor- 
tant step of the 2t fo century and 
this man is desanvinc K" 

•i. lilcd I h.ro «er. Ii’iJv* i ipti- 


mism this man will do anything 
for peace." 

Palestinians have called for a 
more active European role in 
reviving foe stalled peace 
process to offset what they con- 
sider .American bias towards 
brack Israel has long viewed 
European involvement as 
favouring foe Palestinians. 

Palcsfrnian-Israeli peace talks 
faltered after Mr. Netanyahu was 
elected in May 1996 on a plat- 
form that rejected trading land 
for peace, the hosts of a I«93 
Oslo peace accord. 

Pesicenwking plunged into cri- 
sis after Israel broke ground on a 
new Jewish settlement in .Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

Violent protests have rocked 
the West Bank since Israeli sol- 
diers shot dead three Palestinian 
workers at a military checkpoint 
near Hebron last week. 

Palestinian officials said over 
100 Palestinians have been hurt 
in foe clashes. On Tuesday, a 13- 
year-old Palestinian boy died of 
wounds he sustained last week. 

Mr Sit.ufo mi id Israel's deci- 


sion to investigate foe shooting 
and not to punish the soldiers 
involved was “galling." 

"Wc don’t want violent con- 
frontations but I cannot guaran- 
tee what might happen." he cau- 
tioned. referring to Palestinian 
frustration with Israeli hardline 
policies and lack of progress in 
foe peace process. 

Mr. Shaath said a combination 
of UN. pressure and lobbying 
by France and Russia had 
resolved foe crisis with Baghdad 
over UN. weapons inspections, 
and could balance foe “unilater- 
alism of the United States 
towards its ally Israel. 

“We expect the Europeans and 
the Russians to produce some- 
thing concrete on foe table. They 
played a vwy important role in 
the Iraqi crisis by impfementine 
Security Council resolutions and 
finding a diplomatic solution.” 
he said. 

"On this rests the solution of 
the Palestinian crisis." 

Mr. Shaath said that in addi- 
tion tn European peace efforts. 
"Arabs must do their hit ux>." 



.'.p . • ' ' 

-l/'l i*-’. r V*'-''-;' 

r. 


Irish toast the shamrock ' £f- 
as government 
goes global 

DUBLIN (AFP) — About a :: 
milli on people attended Sl - 
Patrick's Day parades..; 
throughout Ireland Tuesday - 
as the country dosed dowa-/,~i_ 
for the national holiday andy^ 
government ministers scat^T : 
tered to celebrations world- 
wide leaving Foreign Affairs - 
Minister David Andrews fc-,- 
charge at home. Irish Prime?’’? 
Minister Bertie Ahern led the 
government exodus to attend 
Washington celebrations 
with U.S. President Bin 
Clinton who claims Irish 
roots. Other ministers were 
toasting the shamrock in 
locations ranging from Paris 
to Moscow and from Cape 
Town to Sydney. 

Novel view of 
Diana’s life and times 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
first novel about the life and 
death of Diana. Princess of 
Wales, is about to hit British 
bookstands. “The Ways of 
Gentleness," written by a 
psychotherapist under the 
pseudonym Elizabeth 
Vickers, fictionalises her 
story by renaming die people 
involved. Prince Charles 
becomes Prince James, his 
son William becomes Edwin, 
the princess herself is Helena 
and Charles’ long-term mis- 
tress Camilla Parker Bowles 
becomes Jessica Howes- 
Peters. Dodi Fayed is known 
as Milu. The publishers 
maintain the hook is a serious 
and sensitive work in which 
the princess is introduced as 
the “extraordinary, the beau- 
tiful. the magnetic, the much- 
pursued Princess Helena." 

. ‘Titanic’ breaks US. 
box office record 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
The blockbuster ‘Titanic" 
has broken the North 
American box office record 
previously held by “Star 
Wars." “Titanic" has generat- 
ed some $47 1 million in box- 
office receipts in the United 
States and Canada over foe 
course of 13 weeks, accord- 
ing to figures by Exhibitor 
Relations. Since its release in 
1977. “Star Wars” has taken 
in $461 million in the same 
market ‘Titanic" has already 
broken the $1 billion mark 
worldwide. 

China aims to 
embolden squeamish 
condom buyers 

BEUING (R) — For foe 
embarrassed Chinese con- 
sumer who shirks at buying 
condoms under the withering 
stares of surly department 
store clerks — help is on its 
way. Chinese authorities. 
noting foe plight of red-faced 
condom buyers, are planning 
to launch a series of chain 
stores specialising in contra- 
ceptives, foe China Daily’s 
Business Weekly reported. 
Most department stores now 
sell condoms, contraceptive 
pills and creams but tradi- 
tional taboos against dis- 
cussing sex in public mean 
many people are too bashful 
to brave the contraceptive 
counter. The state family 
planning commission would 
licence the speciality stores, 
ensuring they had properly 
trained staff, suitable facili- 
ties and government- 
approved goods. 

Argentine shocks 
mom by turning up 
for own funeral 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — A 
young Argentine man turned 
up for his own funeral last 
weekend after his mother 
mistakenly identified foe 
body of a gunshot victim as 
her 2 1 -year-old soil 
Robinson Gonzalez’s family 
in the Atlantic port city of 
Bahia Blanca thought they 
recognised him on television 
when a local channel report- 
ed that a man was killed 
when a pistol he was han- 
dling accidentally went off. 

His mother wrongly identi- 
fied the body in the local 
morgue as well. When 
Gonzalez phoned to tell her 
he was alive and the body 
was really 25-vear-old 
Rodolfo Perez, she took it for 
a sick joke. ■ 
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